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The Role of the church in this time of
opportunity) GOYID-19, racial unrest and

political upheaval!
"The Role of the church in this time of crisis!"

Micah 6:8 (ESV) He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God?

Introduction

The Role of the church in this time of crisis!
Confess-admit or state that one has committed a
crime or fault in some way
Concern- a matter of interest or importance to us
Compassion- sympathy and concern for the
sufferings or misfortunes of others
Care-to give care
It is time for the church to be courageous and act
like followers of Jesus
COVID-19

That it is not a crisis for God
We are not fearful, our days are numbered
Take precautions and go on advancing .God's
kingdom

Racial unrest
Trip to Little Rock
What a long time member said
Preach the gospel
Confront sin
Love one another
Get to know one another, serve together

Political upheaval
Be informed



Be careful who you listen to
At least be balanced

Pray for our nation
Pray for our leaders
Get engaged

What I want to spend the most time on is the racial
unrest and political upheaval in our country
1 will begin that today and continue the discussion
the next few weeks

2 Chronicles 7:14 (ESV) If my people who are called
by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek

their land,
Confess and Repent
Shedding of blood

Unborn
Innocent

Sexual immorality
Heterosexual
Same sex and all that goes with it

Seeking after idols
Segregation or separation

Micah 6:8 (ESV) He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

Concern- a matter of interest or importance to us
Compassion- sympathy and concern for the
sufferings or misfortunes of others
Care-to give do what we can to meet needs
How plain is this text?



How clear is it what we are to be about doing?
This is the standard operating procedure for FOJ's
This is the godly life, the beautiful life-
And let us do so in a way that gladly acknowledges
that we will never "do justice" and "love kindness"
and "walk humbly" with God as we should without is
indwelling and grace
Justice-Right behavior or treatment
This is defined earlier and in many verses in the
Bible
Live in obedience to His commands
What doth the Lord require of thee?
The Lord does not require sacrifice without also
requiring duties
To do justly-to give everyone their do
Bosses, equals, inferiors, to be equal to all
Oppress none in body, goods, or name
Matthew 7:12 (ESV) "So whatever you wish that
others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the
Law and the Prophets.
To love mercy-be kind, merciful, and compassionate
towards all that "need" your kindness
To walk humbly with thy God-keep the.heart
sincerely humble toward God
Think highly of him, his laws and decrees
Do not murmur or grumble against God

Matthew 22:37-39 (ESV) And he said to him, "You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind, 38 This is
the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
If it does not start here is it not going to happen



We start with this in our lives, in our families, in our
churches, in our neighborhoods we fix America
Love God, love your church, love your neighbor...

Philippians 2:3-5 (ESV) Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is
yours in Christ Jesus.
Concern- a matter .of interest or .importance to us
Compassion- sympathy and concern for the
sufferings or misfortunes of others
Care-to give care
Care-This is what we are to do in the -home
In the church
This is what we do with our brothers and sisters in
Christ who have had wound reopened
Wife and adultery

Revelation 7:9 (ESV) After this I looked/ and behold, a
great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands.
Be hospitable
Get to know
Break bread together
Fellowship together
Serve God together
Practice hospitality

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!



From Riots to Repentance

By Tony Perkins

They were the biggest gatherings, by far, but in
Washington, D.C., where one reporter said it "felt as if
the entire city had emptied into downtown," the
atmosphere felt different. Calmer. Despite the steady
stream of crowds outside the White House, there were
some signs of summer nights from simpler times. By
dusk, there were ice cream trucks and little children
playing on the grass. Strollers were parked outside
restaurants where families were eating under umbrellas.
In some places, people held hands and danced to street
musicians — a far cry from the sounds of sirens and
shattered glass the weekend before.

There were still mobs of people chanting and holding
signs, others joining protests that snaked through city
streets. But by Sunday, some demonstrations took a
different turn. For once, it was pastors and faith leaders
holding the bullhorns, as riots turned into rallies for
reflection and repentance. Hundreds of evangelicals in
the D.C. area led a long march across the Anacostia
River, stopping, periodically, to pray. Together with
different generations and races, they called for the
church to rise up and help heal our nation. "Our protest
needs to be different," Pastor Thabiti Anyabwile urged
the crowd — not rooted in hatred or bitterness, but in
Jesus.

Across the city — from the Reflecting Pool to hot asphalt
sidewalks — people knelt to pray. Other congregations
walked in long columns, singing songs like "Amazing



Grace/' quieting the crowds as they walked by. It was the
same serene picture in other parts of the country, where
Christians met up in parking lots and city centers to offer
an alternative to the violence and anger. In Tulsa, former
police officers like Don Ailsworth joined the local faith
rally, insisting that people in this country "shouldn't have
to choose sides." "We're all in this together," he said.
"One God. One faith. One Baptism."

In places like New Jersey, it was the young believers who
led the charge. Bishop Frederick Jerkins in Pleasantvilje
said he was proud when his granddaughter asked him if
they could host an event called "Prayer for Change."
"True change1 comes from God," the 21-year-old insisted.
He enthusiastically agreed. "Whatever God leads you to
do," he told her, "let's do it." By Sunday, his church was
full of people his granddaughter's age, who wanted to
make a difference in a positive way. "I believe God is
using young people," Bishop Jerkins told reporters, who
came to see the outpouring for themselves. "We need
change in this world," he insisted. And a lot of it, he
agreed, starts with them.

And it wasn't just Oklahoma or D.C. All across America,
churches were opening with a new purpose: to bridge the
divide. And as far as Vice President Mike Pence is
concerned, that's exactly what this country needs. At
a special listening session with black faith and community
leaders on Friday, he, our good friend Bishop Harry
Jackson, and the White House's Scott Turner talked about
what needs to change. Pence reiterated what so many of
us have said — the place for our country to start this
conversation "is a place of worship." "It's the wellspring
of our nation's strength. It's been the wellspring of our



national unity and our steady march toward a more
perfect union," he said from the stage at Maryland's Hope
Christian Church.

Pastor Brian Gibson, who traveled all the way from
Kentucky to host a prayer rally on the National Mall,
echoed those words with Sarah Perry on "Washington
Watch," He talked about his initiative called "Peaceably
Gather," which, ironically, he started to deal with
coronavirus, not the riots. When churches were being
singled out and called "nonessential," he launched a
website calling churches across the country to exercise
their First Amendment rights and get their congregations
"safely and sanely" back to church.

Now, weeks later, he's hoping that movement can be
useful for something else. "We're organizing prayer
meetings. We're calling together pastors. We're getting it
done in six different cities this week, where pastors of
every race are coming together and praying, standing up
against this injustice, praying for revival, praying for
restoration and forgiveness." At the end of the day,
Pastor Brian urged, "The Republicans can't fix this. The
Democrats can't fix this. The government can't fix this.
But Jesus can fix this. And if we get [churches] doing
what they're called to do, we can change this."

Maybe, Pastor Brian said, this is an opportunity to open our eyes
and realize the real issue is a nation falling away from God. "And
if it can drive us to our knees and make people cooperate with
one another [in a way that our hardened hearts might not have
before]... maybe this can bring about a godly repentance that can
change our country. And that's what I'm praying for, a godly
repentance that can change our country."



What is truth? Roots of the present crisis, Os Guinness

"Author and social critic Os Guinness traces our nation's
current political and cultural crises back to two competing
views of government and humanity. One is rooted in the
American Revolution and its biblical foundation; the other
is rooted in the French Revolution and subsequent
Marxist revolutions in Russia and China,

"Which view will prevail: the one that acknowledges
man's fallen nature and so insists upon the biblical idea
of separation of powers, checks and balances and yet
preserves ordered liberty and "unalienable rights/' or one
that believes that man is perfectible, and that Utopia can
be reached by liberating the oppressed from the
oppressor?"

The following, edited for length, is Os Guinness1 speech
at Breakpoint.org's annual Wilberforce Weekend featuring
20 of the leading Christian worldview thinkers:

The climax of the Revolutionary War was Yorktown in
1781, and tradition has it that when the British and
Haitian troops marched out to surrender they were
ordered to play "A World Turned Upside Down," That was
a ballad that went back to the English Revolution, and
the idea was deeply biblical.

Some of the English revolutionaries said that "freedom is
the man who dares to turn the world upside down." We
all know that when Paul came to Thessalonica the
agitators said, "These men who've turned the world
upside down have come here."



What was the biblical idea?

God created order. Humans through sin create disorder,
so God is working to restore his world, and as we come
to know him with our gifts and callings, we become
partners with him convenantly to help restore it. So when
we turn the world upside down, we're turning upside
down the status quo of our day in order to turn the world
the right way up.

That was the idea in the English Revolution, a lost cause
that failed. But it was the first of. the five great major
revolutions of the modern world beginning with the
English in 1642, the American in 1776, the French in
1789, the Russian in 1917, and the Chinese (I was there
as a small boy) in 1949.

The first two are very close. The English Revolution
failed, the American Revolution succeeded, but both were
biblical. Through the invention of printing and the power
of the Reformation, the 17th century was called the
biblical century, and the great model was the Hebrew
Republic from the book of Exodus.

The French revolution was expressly anti-biblical, anti-
Christian, anti-religious and anti-clerical. The hostility to
religion and certainly to the Christian faith in the church
has been a characteristic of the French and the Russians
and the Chinese ever since.

Why does that matter?



It is the deepest key to the crisis of the republic today.
Many people point out that America is as deeply divided
now as in any moment since just before the Civil War,
but why?

Some blame the president, but he is not the cause; he is
the consequence of it, Some look at social media, but it is
the reinforcement of it, not the root. Some say it's the
clash between the coastals, California and New York,
against the heartlanders in the Midwest and so on, and
that is partly true. Others say that the clash is between
nationalists and populists against the globalists—George
Soros and like people who believe in a borderless world—
and that's partly true, too.

But I would argue, and I'm not alone, the deepest
division of all is the division of those who understand the
republic and freedom from the perspective of 1776 and
the American Revolution which was largely but sadly not
fully biblical and those who understand America and
freedom from the perspective of the French Revolution
and its heirs.

The French Revolution lasted only 10 years. Then came
Napoleon, a dictator, and he said, "The French Revolution
is over." But like a huge volcanic explosion, the lava, as it
were, of the revolutionary faith has flowed out ever since
then.

If you take the three great ideals of liberty, fraternity,
and equality, the French Revolution did almost nothing
for liberty; think of the reign of terror. But the ideal of
fraternity or brotherhood was the first we picked up, and



it flowed into what was called revolutionary nationalism
in the 19th century.

And that gave rise to the unification of Italy, the
independence in Greece, and even to the thinking behind
Theodore Herzl and the rise of Secular Zionism and the
restoration of Israel.

In the 20th century, through the work of Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels in the 19th century, it was the third
element, equality, which picked up revolutionary
socialism. Obviously that's behind the Russian Revolution
and the Chinese Revolution.

What we're seeing in the 21st century is the French
Revolution breaking out in terms of what's now known as
cultural or Neo-Marxism with its central philosophy
"Critical Theory."

In the 1920s an Italian Marxist, Antonio Gramsci, sat in
jail under Mussolini and tried to figure out why Marxism
never happened as Marx predicted. He basically shifted
from the economy to culture and from the proletariat
revolution in the streets to what he called the hegemony
of the dominance of the cultural elites, the gatekeepers.

His ideas flow down into the Frankfurt School. In America
particularly, through the thinking of Herbert Marcuse,
who's very important in 1967 and 1968 when he and
Rudi Dutschke, the leader of the Red Army Faction in
Germany, called for a long march through the
institutions.



What do they mean?

I first came to this country in 1968, Martin Luther King
had been assassinated in April; later Senator Bobby
Kennedy, and later still the so-called Chicago police riots
at the Democratic convention. One hundred American
cities were ablaze, and yet the radicals knew that would
not mean victory. So what was the long march?

They needed to be more patient and win the colleges and
universities, the press and the media, and the world of
entertainment in Hollywood. Then they would have
cultural hegemony and cultural dominance in the
gatekeeper class. And a little over 50 years later, we can
see they won.

Ideas like political correctness, postmodernism, tribalism,
sexual revolution, and the current rage for socialism go
back to the years of the French Revolution in 1789; they
have nothing to do with the American Revolution in 1776
and its biblical roots.

The big difference between now and the 1850s is that
there is no Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln addressed the evil of
the time: slavery, in light of what he called the better
angels of the American character. He appealed to the
Declaration of Independence.

We have people today saying Make America Great Again.
But no one is talking about what made America great in
the first place. It was not the military. It was not the
economy.



So it's very important to see how different the ideas are
which flowed from the French Revolution and the ideas
which flowed from the American Revolution.

Think of St. Paul writing a letter to the Galatians. He
says, "Who has bewitched you?" You switched from the
gospel of grace to a gospel of works. And in many ways
what I'm saying today is: Who has bewitched America?

It's in the process of switching from the gospel that came
from the American Revolution to the gospel that came
from the French Revolution, which is bad news.

The American Revolution was rooted in the scripture in
Exodus, Deuteronomy, theTorah, and through the
teachings of Calvin, Zwingli, Bullinger, Knox, and
Cromwell, Cromwell says the Exodus is the direct parallel
to what he was trying to do in the English Civil War;
those ideas came over with the Mayflower, then John
Winthrop, and then New England.

So what was the lost cause in old England became the
winning cause in New England. The roots are completely
different to the French roots: Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
Voltaire, and later thinkers from the French
enlightenment.

A.second difference is their understanding of humanity.
The biblical American Revolution is realistic. A separation
of powers in the Old Testament suddenly becomes the
idea behind the American separation of powers, checks
and balances, which comes from James Madison through
John Willis- Menard.



Why? Because we are fallen. Ambition to counteract
ambition, checks and balances because of egotism, and
so on. The French Revolution was Utopian. Man is born
free, Rousseau said, yet everyone is in chains, so just
remove a chain or two through politics, education,
psychology, whatever, and humans will be happy and
free and fulfilled. This is nonsense, and you can see in
the Russian Revolution, the French Revolution and the
Chinese Revolution that utopianism was disastrous.

Whenever there's a gap between the ideal and the real,
the gap will always be filled with force and violence, and
that's why utopianism is the father of the worst evils and
violence.

Take a third difference: the whole notion of constitution.
Many Americans don't realize that the American
Constitution—"We The People"—comes from the Hebrew
notion of covenant, and you can see the incredible
difference today. For the people in our secular world
thinking in more of a French style, constitution is simply
law, contract, and interests. No, no—go back to Exodus
and you can see the Sinai covenant is freely chosen
consent.

That is the origin of the consent of God. It's a morally
binding pledge, and a matter of the reciprocal
responsibility of all for all. So covenantal
constitutionalism includes the notion of freedom, and
trust, and trustworthiness, and a cause that binds
together truth and love. Which is the theme this
weekend.



Take another major difference: the way the two
revolutions address wrongs. They both agreed there are
wrongs and injustices and oppressions in the world. But
in the French style and according to the understanding of
Critical Theory, what you look for is the majority and the
minority, the oppressors and the oppressed. People have
power, and people are the victims of power. And then
there is no truth. Remember, according to Nietzsche, God
is dead, truth is dead, everything is only power.

Critical Theory becomes a way of exploiting victimhood in
order to change the status quo to a new one. But it's
based only on power, so it becomes the new problem
replacing the old problem, and retaliation of wrongs
answered by revenge goes on and on and on, and you
have a Corsican blood feud written large in the culture
warring of America.

That's where we are today, and quite literally, there will
be no end to it with talk of reparations and so on.

Now compare that with the biblical way of putting things
right and addressing wrongs. Evil is addressed as evil,
but then the possibility of repentance (Teshuvah in
Hebrew and Metanoia in Greek) has an idea of radical
and complete about-turn.

But then repentance is followed by forgiveness, freeing
and cutting off the past completely and freeing the future
from the burden of the past.

So you work towards a reconciliation in which enemies
can be made truly friends, as Abraham Lincoln used to
say, as we see very much in the early church. So you
think of the early church and its idea of the Pax Christi,



peacemaking under God, far better than Pax Romana,
the Roman Peace.

The Roman peace, say many of their historians like
Tacitus, is a peace through power, though a peace when
one power dominates all the other powers. You then have
oppression and dictatorship and imperialism. Whereas
with Pax Christi, peace made with God through the biood
of the cross, is a completely different understanding.

But as things played out in the 2016 election, the
Kavanaugh hearings, the Russian collusion case, the '
Mueller hearings, and more, you can see almost daily in
American life and politics the clash between the American
Revolution and the French Revolution, the tragedy being
there's no Lincoln addressing the better angels,

I'm not American, I'm European. I'm a great admirer of
this country. It has done so much for the gospel around
the world—for standing for principles like religious
freedom—that it would be a tragedy of historic
proportions if America turns away from the groundings of
true freedom and goes a way that will be a disaster for
freedom and humanity in the future.




