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The Good Shepherd

John 10:1-6

Prayer:  Father God, we do thank you and praise you for the day 

that this is today.  Again, we just thank you, Lord , that we are 

able to once a month, take some time and focus on y ou, on the 

cross, on your table, on what it is you've done for  us.  Father, we 

just praise you and thank you for the ultimate gift  of your son.  

And we pray this morning as we again focus our atte ntion on what 

you've done and the gift of your son, we pray that your Holy Spirit 

would guide us, that you'd accompany us, that you'd  give us the 

ability to understand your word in a way that makes  it of permanent 

value, and we pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.   

Well, like I said, this is the first Sunday of the month, this is 

the Sunday that we remember Jesus Christ and his cr oss.  And Jesus 

on the night before he died, he met with the discip les for one last 

Passover meal, and Matthew 26:26  describes that, it says this:  Now 

as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after bl essing it broke 

it and gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, e at; this is my 

body."  And he took a cup, and when he had given th anks he gave it 



to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you, for this  is my blood of 

the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins.  I tell you I will not drink again of this fr uit of the vine 

until that day when I drink it new with you in my F ather's 

kingdom."   Jesus took bread and he took wine and he offered them up 

as symbols of his flesh and his blood and then he a sked his 

disciples to drink the cup and eat the bread in ord er to 

symbolically eat his flesh and drink his blood.  An d then he asked 

them to repeat this remembrance of his sacrifice on  a regular 

basis, and this is what we call the Lord's table.  Now, we 

celebrate it once a month, and we do that by medita ting on what the 

Lord Jesus Christ did for us on the cross, by exami ning ourselves, 

we ask God's Holy Spirit to come into our hearts an d to convict us 

of sins, we confess our sins, and then we participa te in the 

elements.  John 6:53  says:  So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 

his blood, you have no life in you."   

Now, we've been following the life of Jesus and we' ve worked our 

way so far to the tenth chapter of the Gospel of Jo hn.  Now, if you 

remember where we were the last time, Jesus is once  again having 

yet another confrontation with the religious rulers .  This one's 

over the healing of a man born blind.  Jesus had ju st had this 

conversation with what we call mere believers who s tarted out with 



him offering them freedom and had ended up with the m picking up 

rocks to stone him.  Well, shortly thereafter he me ets a man who 

was born blind, and he heals him and it provokes on ce again the 

wrath of the Pharisees.  And so these repeated clas hes that Jesus 

has with these religious leaders leads Jesus to a d iscourse about 

religious leaders and the people that they lead, an d it starts out 

with a double amen or the phrase "truly, truly," wh ich Jesus 

reserved only for the most solemn of his statements .  This is the 

scripture we're looking at this morning.  This is John 10:1-6:  

"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by 

the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 

robber.  But he who enters by the door is the sheph erd of the 

sheep.  To him the gatekeeper opens.  The sheep hea r his voice, and 

he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes before them, and t he sheep follow 

him, for they know his voice.  A stranger they will  not follow, but 

they will flee from him, for they do not know the v oice of 

strangers."  This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they 

did not understand what he was saying to them.   

There was no one more qualified to talk about sheep , shepherds, and 

sheep herding than Jesus Christ, because after all,  he was the good 

shepherd.  You all have heard this description of h im in Psalm 23, 

it says:  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He make s me 



l ie down in green pastures.  He leads me beside sti ll waters.  He 

restores my soul.  He leads me in paths of righteou sness for his 

name's sake.  Even though I walk through the valley  of the shadow 

of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me;  your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me.  You prepare a table b efore me in the 

presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil ; my cup 

overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the L ORD forever.   

This was the good shepherd.  And the good shepherd is continuing 

his confrontation with bad shepherds.  This is all part of this 

continuing battle that Jesus was engaged in going a ll the way back 

to the old testament and the treatment or I should say mistreatment 

that the sheep of old received from false shepherds .  Jesus has 

repeatedly been doing battle with these very people  who were the 

worst kind of shepherds.  These were the kind that God spoke of in 

Ezekiel 34:1-6.  This is what he said:  The word of the LORD came 

to me:  Son of Man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; 

prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, T hus says the 

Lord GOD:  Ah, shepherds of Israel, who have been f eeding 

yourselves!  Should not shepherds feed the sheep?  You eat the fat, 

you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, 

but you do not feed the sheep.  The weak you have n ot strengthened, 

the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, 

the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you  have not 



sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled  them.  So they 

were scattered, because there was no shepherd.  And  they became 

food for all the wild beasts.  My sheep were scatte red; they 

wandered over all the mountains and on every high h ill.  My sheep 

were scattered over all the face of the earth, with  none to search 

or seek for them.   

See, the Pharisees were the present day shepherds o f Israel who 

perfectly fit this description of false shepherds t hat God gives in 

Ezekiel, and they deeply resented the intrusion of Jesus into their 

marketplace, the marketplace they had created for t hemselves.  You 

see, instead of protecting and leading the sheep, t hey exploited 

them, they used them, they abused them for their ow n selfish 

purposes, and Jesus was about to expose them.  Thes e are the 

Pharisees that wanted to stone the woman taken in a dultery; these 

are the very same people who threw out the man born  blind; these 

are the very same ones who, when Jesus offered them  freedom, later 

picked up rocks to stone him with; these were folks  who were expert 

at using fear and intimidation and the culture itse lf to climb over 

the walls to put themselves right in the middle of the sheepfold.  

And they were outraged that Jesus would make any cl aim to spiritual 

authority over the sheep.  That's absurd.  It is a profound 

absurdity that these false shepherds, they are argu ing and they are 

contending with God himself.  They're arguing with God in the flesh 



about the very nature of who God is and how he want s his sheep 

cared for.  Well, Jesus fires the first round in John 10:1,  he says 

this:  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheep 

fold by the door but climbs in by another way, that  man is a thief 

and a robber."   

So Jesus says there's only one legitimate way to en ter the 

sheepfold and that is through the door.  Now, Jesus  had plenty of 

experience being around sheepfolds because there we re all kinds of 

them around Jerusalem and they were there basically  selling sheep 

for the sacrifices.  Now, they usually consisted of  a stone wall 

enclosure that had a gated opening, and sometimes t hey were built 

into the side of a building, sometimes they were ju st stone wall 

enclosures in an open field with a gate.  And the g ate was always 

maintained by a gatekeeper whose job it was to prot ect the sheep in 

the absence of the shepherd.  Typically the gatekee per's job was to 

be a night watchman as it were over the flock.  And  in the morning 

the shepherd would come in, he would go in through the gate, call 

out to the sheep by name and lead them.  But in ord er to do that, 

he always had to enter through the doorway by way o f the 

gatekeeper.  So there was only one legitimate way o f entering the 

sheepfold.  That was through the doorway.  Well, Je sus states 

categorically in John 10 that he is that doorway.  In John 10:9 , he 

says:  "I am the door.  If anyone enters by me, he will be  saved 



and will go in and out and find pasture."   See, Jesus is 

categorically stating that there is only one way to  find salvation, 

and that is through him.  

And you know, the scripture's not at all shy about declaring that 

as a fact.  In Acts 4:12  it says:  And there is salvation in no one 

else, for there is no other name under heaven given  among men by 

which we must be saved.   I think we all know that's not a very 

popular viewpoint today.  In fact, it is considered  to be 

extraordinarily arrogant, to make the claim that yo u have the only 

way to salvation.  You know, there's a story that i s often told 

about the six blind men and the elephant, and as th e story goes, 

six blind men come upon an elephant and their attem pts to describe 

and illustrate the supposed absurdity of claiming t hat you have the 

one right way to God.  These six men approach the e lephant and one 

feels the trunk and he says, "I know what this is, this is a 

snake."  Another one feels the side of the animal, and he says, 

"No, you're wrong, this is a wall."  A third one fe els the tusk and 

he says, "No, you're both wrong, it 's a spear."  An other one grabs 

the tail and he says, "No, you're all wrong.  It's a rope."  

Another one grabs the leg, and he says, "No, you're  wrong, it 's a 

tree."  And finally another one grabs the ear and s ays, "All of you 

are wrong.  It 's a fan."  Well, of course they're a ll terribly 

wrong.  And the idea is that an elephant, just like  God, is so huge 



to be incomprehensible to a single person, a single  blind person as 

all of us are in this world.  And so each one comes  away from his 

experience of God with this incorrect assumption ba sed on his 

limited understanding.  As one 19th century poet pu t it, he said:  

"And so these men of Indostan disputed loud and lon g, each in his 

own opinion, exceeding stiff and strong, though eac h was partly in 

the right, and all were in the wrong!"  You see, th e story decries 

the arrogance of assuming that your way is the only  way.  And in so 

doing, just like the Pharisees always do, the story  misses its own 

stunning arrogance.  You see, the story teller just  assumes that 

he's the only one who sees the whole elephant.  He assumes he's the 

only one who isn't actually blind, and of course, o nly he can see 

that it's really just an elephant.  And only he kno ws that anyone 

making a claim about God is operating from the same  level of 

blindness that these six blind men are.  But you kn ow, he doesn't 

even realize he's doing exactly what the blind men are doing.  He's 

staking out, making his own claim about God.  Just so happens that 

his God is so big and so unknowable, he's virtually  

un-understandable.  His god is a god that no one co uld ever get 

ahold of.  You might get a piece, you might get a t usk, you might 

get an ear, you might get a tail, but no one, no on e gets the whole 

elephant.  He's just the god-like figure who explai ns to us how 

ignorant we are about the real God.  Well, I think you know, this 

is a story that the culture has been telling us con stantly.  Our 



culture tells us no one can make the claim to know who God is.  

Only religious fanatics do that.  Our present day P harisees use 

scorn and derision to make the very same power play  all the time, 

and faith, in their view, is something to be mocked .  Jesus had 

much to say about that kind of blind arrogance.  He  said this in 

John 9:39:  Jesus said, "For judgment I came into t his world, that 

those who do not see may see, and those who see may  become blind."  

Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, 

"Are we also blind?"  Jesus said to them, "If you w ere blind, you 

would have no guilt; but now that you say 'we see,'  your guilt 

remains.  

Jesus had very little tolerance for anyone who was going after his 

sheep.  And the most basic attack there is on the s heep is to deny 

the only door that leads them to life.  That door i s Jesus Christ.  

"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by 

the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 

robber."   Jesus knew thieves and he knew robbers.  He under stood 

exactly how a sheepfold worked, who it was who was going after the 

sheep and what his motive was.  See, a thief is som eone who takes 

things by stealth.  A thief is somebody who sneaks in and then 

steals.  A robber is somebody who takes things by f orce and by 

intimidation.  He confronts and steals.  Well, the enemy in our 

culture primarily is a thief.  He loves to sneak in to lives and 



hearts and affections, and his primary method is th rough media.  

You know, music and movies and TV and the Internet,  they all 

contain armies of false shepherds, and they're all climbing over 

the fence.  They're all ignoring the only door that  works and 

they're all bent on leading the sheep to destructio n.  And Jesus 

says in John 10:10:  "The thief comes only to steal and kil l and 

destroy.  I came that they may have life and have i t abundantly."   

See, the hard part of dealing with a thief is reall y knowing who 

you're dealing with.  You see, the enemy's not goin g to present 

himself with horns and a tail.  Stealth is his bywo rd.  Instead 

he's going to appear as the reasonable one.  He's g oing to suggest 

to you that you are the intolerant, unloving, Jesus -only bigot.    

2 Corinthians 11  says:  And no wonder, for even Satan disguises 

himself as an angel of light.  So it is no surprise  if his 

servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness.  

Their end will correspond to their deeds.   You see, Jesus says the 

thief wants nothing more than to steal your life, k ill your hope, 

and destroy any chance you have of sharing that lif e with anybody 

else, and the hard part is he is a master disguiser  and he's very 

easy to miss.  We know well that in other countries , he's no longer 

the thief, he's the robber.  He uses violence and t hreats of 

violence and intimidation to attack the sheep.  And  we see this now 

all over the world, particularly in the Middle East , in Sudan and 



Nigeria and all of these different places where we pray and every 

week we pray for a different part of the world that  is under the 

attack of the enemy as robber.  We are aware that t hieves usually 

become robbers.  And again, I would just point to y ou this week the 

reaction of the Hobby Lobby decision by the Supreme  Court.  You see 

an awful lot of hysteria.  You see an awful lot of anger on the 

losing side.  That's part of another discussion, bu t this is just a 

hint of what is potentially coming down the road as  thieves become 

robbers.  You see, the enemy loves to use persuasiv e deception, but 

when that runs out, he is not at all averse to usin g threats, 

intimidation, and violence.  Just ask our brothers and sisters in 

the Middle East.  See, this is a very sobering less on that Jesus is 

giving his disciples, and we get a hint of that bec ause he 

introduces his teaching by saying, "Truly, truly, I say to you."   

As the elders begin distributing the bread, I would  like us to take 

a few minutes to just focus on just what Jesus is w arning about in 

this passage.  I'm not a big fan of bumper stickers , but there's 

one bumper sticker I particularly like, and I'm sur e you've all 

seen it, it says "No Jesus, No Peace.  Know Jesus, know peace" and 

it says N-O Jesus and N-O peace and then there's a pause, K-N-O-W 

Jesus, K-N-O-W peace.  There is no way to peace wit hout Jesus 

Christ.  There is nothing but warfare without Jesus  Christ.  He is 

the only door to life.  Hence, of all the discussio ns that the 



culture has, the only ones that they really, really  care about are 

those ones that center on who is the door.  Those a re the ones that 

we have to be very careful about.  

I 'd like us also as the bread is being distributed consider the 

warning that God gives about communion itself.  1 Corinthians 11:28  

says this:  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat o f 

the bread and drink of the cup.  For he who eats an d drinks in an 

unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself , not discerning 

the Lord's body.  For this reason many are weak and  sick among you, 

and many sleep.  For if we would judge ourselves, w e would not be 

judged.  But when we are judged, we are chastened b y the Lord, that 

we may not be condemned with the world.   This warning I give every 

time we come to communion.  I say communion is extr emely serious 

business, and to enter into it in an unworthy manne r is to 

literally court disaster.  I said, if you are not a bsolutely 

confident that you are a child of the King or if yo u first need to 

be reconciled to your brother and sister before you  bring your 

sacrifice to the altar, then just pass the elements  on, don't 

partake in them.  I say it every time, no one's goi ng to look at 

you or think you strange; they may well think you w ise.  But on the 

other hand, the opposite side, you can also make th e mistake of 

thinking that unless we are spotlessly perfect, we are unworthy to 

receive communion, and that, too, is a mistake.  Yo u see, being a 



child of the King doesn't mean that we do not sin a nd that we don't 

fail.  It means we recognize that salvation is a gi ft that no one, 

no one is ever capable of earning by being good.  A s Dane Ortland 

puts it:  "In the kingdom of God, the one thing tha t qualifies you 

is knowing that you don't qualify, and the one thin g that 

disqualifies you is thinking that you do."  See, we  are saved and 

kept by grace alone, and that means that when we do  fail, we are 

made aware by grace that we have sinned because God 's spirit is 

within us convicting us, and so we grieve and we gr ieve as children 

who know that we have a father who longs to forgive  us and cleanse 

us.  And God says in 1 John 1:9:  If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cle anse us from all 

unrighteousness.   So being a child of the King doesn't mean that we  

are without sin, it means that when we sin, we unde rstand we have 

an advocate with the Father, someone in heaven who is speaking out 

on our behalf.  1 John 2:1  says:  My dear children, I write this to 

you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father -- Jesus Christ, the right eous one.   And 

so because we have Jesus' righteousness and not our  own, we are 

free to eat from his table.  And so if you love you r Lord, don't 

deny yourself the privilege that Jesus purchased fo r you.  He lived 

the life we were supposed to live and then he died the death we all 

deserve to die in our place so that we could be mad e worthy of 

heaven.  So take some time right now, ask God's Hol y Spirit what 



l ies of the thieves and the robbers have I been bel ieving?  

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, 23rd verse says:  For I received 

from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that th e Lord Jesus on 

the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when  he had given 

thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body whi ch is for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me."   Take and eat.  

I want to repeat our scripture for today.  It's John 10:1-6:  

"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by 

the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a 

robber.  But he who enters by the door is the sheph erd of the 

sheep.  To him the gatekeeper opens.  The sheep hea r his voice, and 

he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes before them, and t he sheep follow 

him, for they know his voice.  A stranger they will  not follow, but 

they will flee from him, for they do not know the v oice of 

strangers."  This figure of speech Jesus used with them but they 

did not understand what he was saying to them.  

Now, Jesus frequently made statements that didn't s eem to make any 

sense whatsoever to his hearers, and this was one o f those times:  

"but they did not understand what he was saying to them."   You 

know, often times Jesus would speak through parable s or stories 



that his disciples were completely mystified by.  A nd now we know 

that Jesus was the most wise, the most insightful h uman that ever 

walked the planet, so when he speaks in a way that his hearers 

cannot understand, we understand that he is speakin g to a time 

beyond their understanding.  He's speaking to an un derstanding that 

they will get some time in the future.  And he is a lso speaking to 

those who will encounter these words 2,000 years in  the future, and 

that's us.  For example, Jesus once said in John 2:18, he said:  

"Destroy this temple, and in three days I will rais e it up."   No 

one including his disciples had any idea what he wa s talking about.  

They didn't get it until after his death and resurr ection.  John 

2:20  says:  The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years t o 

build this temple, and will you raise it up in thre e days?"  But he 

was speaking about the temple of his body.  When th erefore he was 

raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that  he had said 

this, and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken.   Jesus went on to explain to his disciples that af ter he 

departed, he would send the Holy Spirit to help the m put all of 

these thoughts together.  In John 15:26  he said:  "But when the 

helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Fath er, the Spirit 

of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bea r witness about 

me."   

See, the words that Jesus was saying to the discipl es would also 



one day make sense, but for now they didn't make a lot of sense.  

For now what it sounded like is just a simple lectu re about caring 

for sheep and watching out for false shepherds.  Bu t it 's here that 

we find the good news not just for them but the goo d news 2,000 

years later for us, and it has to do with understan ding how the 

good shepherd leads.  Again, let me read from verse  2:  "But he who 

enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.  T o him the 

gatekeeper opens.  The sheep hear his voice, and he  calls his own 

sheep by name and he leads them out.  When he has b rought out all 

his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they 

know his voice.  A stranger they will not follow, b ut they will 

flee from him, for they do not know the voice of st rangers."   Now 

once again, to fully appreciate this scripture you have to 

understand some of the profound differences between  shepherding in 

the Middle East and shepherding in the west that we 're a lot more 

familiar with.  Shepherding in the west is done com pletely 

different than in the east.  In the west, the sheep  are driven from 

behind by the shepherd often times with the accompa niment of sheep 

dogs.  They're literally driven forward.  Well, the  east does it in 

a completely opposite way.  See, in the east, the s hepherd doesn't 

lead the drive, what he does is he walks ahead of t hem, and they 

follow him.  This requires a very different relatio nship between 

sheep and shepherd.  Just imagine what it takes to get an animal as 

dumb and as skittish as a sheep to collectively fol low you.  Just 



picture -- picture somebody going up to a whole her d of sheep 

saying, "Come on, let's go, let's go."  You know yo u're going to 

take a step and what are they going to do?  It's li ke herding cats.  

It's just an impossibility almost.  The thing is, s heep will not 

follow you unless they know you, unless they recogn ize you, unless 

they trust you.  

Now, I read you at the beginning of this message th e passage from 

Ezekiel 34, God's condemnation of bad shepherds.  B ut there's 

another part to Ezekiel 34.  It 's a wonderful part.   It 's God's 

description of who the good shepherd is going to le ad.  As the 

elders begin distributing the cup, let me read to y ou from Ezekiel 

34.  God says:  As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among 

his sheep that have been scattered, so I will seek out my sheep, 

and I will rescue them from all places where they h ave been 

scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.  A nd I will bring 

them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and I 

will bring them into their own land.  And I will fe ed them on the 

mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the  inhabited 

places of the country.  I will feed them with good pasture, and on 

the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazi ng land.  There 

they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on ri ch pasture they 

shall feed on the mountains of Israel.  I myself wi ll be the 

shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them l ie down, 



declares the Lord GOD.  I will seek the lost, and I  will bring back 

the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen 

the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy .  I will feed 

them in justice.   

See, here's the good news.  The good news of what t he shepherd is 

doing is that we have been gathered by the good She pherd.  Let me 

just repeat what he said.  He says:  I will rescue them from all 

places where they have been scattered on a day of c louds and thick 

darkness.  And I will bring them out from the peopl es and gather 

them from the countries, and will bring them into t heir own land.   

The good news is that we are not here by chance or by intelligence 

or by a native wisdom.  We are here because of the sovereign hand 

of the One who chose us before the foundations of t he world were 

even laid.  Now, did Jesus say many things that wer e confounding, 

many things that were confusing, many things that w ere completely 

beyond his disciple's ability to understand?   The answer's 

absolutely yes.  But there's reason why that didn't  matter, and it 

goes back to the shepherd and the sheep.  Let me re ad to you again 

from verse 2:  "But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of 

the sheep.  To him the gatekeeper opens.  The sheep  hear his voice, 

and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them o ut."   See, if 

you are one of his sheep, it 's not because you were  clever or 

intelligent or you have some kind of native wisdom,  it's because by 



sheer grace, God has given you the ability to hear the Shepherd.  

Verse 4:  "When he has brought out all of his own, he goes be fore 

them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his v oice.  A 

stranger they will not follow, but they will flee f rom him, for 

they do not know the voice of strangers."   

So here's the question:  Do you know the voice of t he Shepherd?  I 

mean, if you do, do you realize how blessed you are ?  Can you agree 

with Jesus when he told the disciples in Matthew 13 :  "For this 

people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely 

hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they sh ould see with 

their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart 

and turn, and I would heal them.  But blessed are y our eyes, for 

they see, and your ears, for they hear."   

Now how many times have you tried to share the good  news with 

somebody only to have their eyes kind of glaze over  and their ears 

grow hard of hearing and their hearts grow dull and  hard?  Now, I 

would guess the amount of people that I have shared  the gospel with 

that I've seen that reaction is somewhere in the hu ndreds.  And you 

wonder why?  Why is it that sometimes you just prep are and you pray 

and you seek this opportunity and you sit down with  somebody and 

you present the gospel to him and they're just bore d.  Their eyes 

are glazed, they're looking elsewhere, they're wond ering, "How can 



I get out of this."  And then sometimes in the most  casual of 

circumstances, you just happen to share with somebo dy the good news 

of the gospel and they're hanging on every single w ord.  Sometimes 

the simplist gospel:  "You're a sinner.  You need C hrist."  That's 

all you need.  Why is that?  Well, Jesus tells us w hy.  In John 

10:25  it says this:  Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do 

not believe.  The works that I do in my Father's na me bear witness 

about me, but you do not believe because you are no t part of my 

flock."   There's your answer.  Now the question is why did n't that 

happen to you?  I mean, why did the gospel at some point make sense 

to you when it didn't make sense to lots and lots o f people right 

outside that door, and you all know that.  See, it all comes down 

to not who you are, but whose you are.  Again, Jesu s tells us:  "My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they foll ow me.  I give 

them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 

snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has giv en them to me, 

is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch t hem out of my 

Father's hand.  I and the Father are one."   You see, you are the 

recipient of the greatest privilege a human being c an ever receive, 

something far greater than wealth or fame or power.   100,000 years 

from now, you will still be ruling and reigning the  universe as a 

co-heir with Christ.  You've been given the gift of  salvation.  Or 

not.  If you are not one of his sheep, then dull ey es and dull ears 

make the greatest gift in the universe seem like an  imposition.  



You don't regret turning down the gospel because yo u don't see its 

value at all.  And you're quite content to walk awa y from life 

itself forever, because the door to that life, Jesu s Christ, makes 

little sense to you.  You don't hear the voice of t he Shepherd 

because you are not one of his flock.  

Now, if you don't hear the voice of the Shepherd an d you find 

yourself wanting to, that's the grace of God beckon ing to you.  And 

let me again repeat, the only qualification in the kingdom of God, 

the one thing that qualifies you is knowing that yo u don't qualify.  

And the only thing that disqualifies you is thinkin g that you do.  

Jesus says in John 10 :  "The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy.  I came that they may have life and have i t abundantly."   

See, by God's power and God's grace we've seen the thief's defeat 

at the hand of the good Shepherd.  So take a moment  to praise God 

for his good deeds.  

1 Corinthians, the 11 chapter, the 25th verse says:   In the same 

manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, " This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood.  This do, as often as you  drink it, in 

remembrance of me."   Take and drink.  

This is the part of the service that we call head, hands, and feet, 

it's the part where we try to draw some practical a pplication as to 



what it really means to be remembering Jesus Christ .  I just wanted 

to at this point just do a little bit of an ad for a new book.  

I've got five copies of these, they're downstairs.  The title of 

this book is Proof, Finding Freedom Through the Intoxicating Joy  of 

Irresistible Grace.   This basically is taking the message that I 

gave this morning and expanding on it, showing us t hat God's 

ability to communicate comes because he's given us the ability to 

hear his voice, and I just wanted to just share wit h you one or two 

comments about this particular book.  This is Sam S torms, one of my 

favorite authors.  He says this, he says:  "If pred estination has 

often felt stodgy and stifl ing, this book is for yo u.  Proof  is not 

your standard portrayal of reformed theology.  It 's  unlike anything 

I've ever come across before.  The style is engagin g, the stories 

are captivating, the logic is compelling, and best of all the 

theology is rock solid and biblically faithful.  Tr ust me, you'll 

love this book even if you don't agree with it."  A nother one says:  

" Proof  paints a powerful picture that the gospel is not a  cheap 

bucket of grace that sits at the foot of the cross.   Rather the 

gospel is an ever-flowing, deep river of irresistib le grace that 

flows from the foot of the cross."  Proof is actual ly a new 

acrostic.  These fellows are determined to get rid of TULIP as an 

acrostic and they're substituting the term "proof,"  so I would 

highly recommend this new book.  



And then the other thing I wanted to speak about ju st briefly is 

just kind of an update about prayer and where we're  coming from in 

terms of prayer.  As I mentioned last time, last mo nth, the elders 

spent some time in prayer and fasting, trying to un derstand where 

God wants us to be and where he wants us to go, and  we saw some 

immediate responses to that as you well know Sylvia  Butzgy's 

physical therapist was led to Christ that week.  Th at's an amazing 

thing.  She went home and told her husband, and Syl via told me that 

her husband came to Christ as well.  And so we need  to be praying 

for Karen and her family, that's Sylvia's physical therapist.  But 

we met last week and we were just trying to decide,  okay, we also 

did some fasting and praying again, and we're tryin g to decide what 

it is that God wants for us, and it's all centering  around the 

facility that we have here.  If we -- we've moved f our times.  The 

very first place we started was in Gary and Kathy S pears' house, 

and God moved us after that, to move out, we went t o the Seventh 

Day Adventist Church, God moved us from that.  We w ent from there 

to the Center, and then moved us from there to here  about 13 years 

ago.  And we love this place, it's a wonderful plac e, it's a 

wonderful facility that God has given to us.  We we nt through a 

period of time for a couple of years that we just w hined and whined 

that it wasn't bigger.  And God convicted us of our  sin of whining 

about that and making us realize what a blessing th is building 

actually is.  But there's some real shortcomings.  We have a 



problem with space.  If you know, if you're 80 perc ent full, you're 

basically full, people are not going to want to com e into a church 

were they have a really hard time finding a seat.  That's one.  The 

other is a bigger issue, is classrooms.  The Sunday  school folks 

downstairs do an incredible job and people are jamm ed into 

classrooms, we have the upstairs trying to do two d ifferent adult 

classes, Jack and Teresa have lent us their house f or classes.  We 

just don't have the space for what we want to do.  And what has 

really been a growing conviction for myself is, you  know, my son 

Ben has adopted four special needs kids, and he is -- he and his 

wife are involved in a ministry to handicapped kids , and they've 

really opened up my eyes to what this says, having a church that 

doesn't have a ramp.  They basically say if you don 't have any kind 

of accommodation for the handicapped, you're not ju st saying we 

don't have that, we're saying you're not wanted, go  somewhere else.  

And so we spent a lot of time looking how can we do  this?  How can 

we get a ramp?  It's not hard getting a ramp into t his building.  

The problem is getting the ability to service anybo dy that comes in 

who is handicapped.  That requires having bathrooms  that can 

accommodate them, which our bathrooms are downstair s, you'd have to 

have bathrooms up here.  We have just an impossible  array of issues 

that we'd have to deal with to try to make this bui lding 

accessible, like we want it to be to the handicappe d.  I mean, 

Sylvia is one of our prayer warriors, she can't eve n come here 



'cause she's in a wheelchair.  Annie Weaver, you se e how hard it is 

for her to get in here.  And let me tell you, all o f us are 

approaching that time when we're going to be in sit uations like 

that as well.  What happens to us when we can't com e to our church 

because it has no access?  And so the big glaring t hing in all of 

this seems to be pointing to we need a different pl ace, we need 

some place where we can have this access because we 've looked at a 

dozen different ways to Sunday as to how to make th is building 

compliant and it would cost an enormous amount of m oney for what 

seems to be a very small return in terms of what it  cost compared 

to looking for another place.  And we know that God  has in the 

past, in the four different times that we've moved,  God has first 

begun to stir folks up to pray, and he starts with us.  And he 

stirred us up to pray and to fast, and he's startin g to stir us up 

to pray about what he's going to do about our facil ity.  And so my 

main practical application for us today is to ask y ou if you would 

be willing to make this an issue in your life.  Are  you willing to 

pray that God would move in our congregation one wa y or another to 

let us know whether this is the place that we are t o stay, or to 

make another place available.  If you're willing to  do that, would 

you just raise your hands?  Good.  Great.  Let's pr ay. 

Father God, we just thank you for what a mighty God  you are, we 

thank you for what a gift salvation is.  Lord, none  of us deserve 



it.  Absolutely none of us.  None of us had the wis dom or the 

smarts to suddenly say, oh, this adds up, this make s sense, I'l l 

buy this gospel.  We bought the gospel because you opened our eyes, 

because you gave us this gift.  And Father, we want  to come before 

you this morning asking for another one.  Father, w e want to ask 

you to move in our congregation in a way that is ab solutely certain 

that you are moving so that we would know what your  will is for us.  

It is our heart's desire to be able to accommodate handicapped 

folks, it is our heart's desire to be able to open this door, the 

doors of this church wider to people who have been denied that 

access just by virtue of their handicap.  So Lord, whether it 's 

here, whether it 's any place else, we want to be op en to whatever 

it is you want to do, but we pray that you would gi ve us the wisdom 

to pursue you and to do that with open hearts willi ng to hear 

whatever it is you have to say to us.  I pray this in Jesus' name.  

Amen.  


