
EXPOSITION OF ISAIAH 

 

Message #34                                                                                                            Isaiah 25:1-12 

 

In the book of Psalms, God reveals that there will come a day when everyone in the world  

will be singing a “new song” because God has done wondrous things (i.e. Psalms 95-100).   

The essence of this “new song” is that the entire world is singing because Jesus Christ is  

reigning on this earth and all the people see, recognize and worship the glory of God which  

is literally on display. 

 

The song being sung in Isaiah 25 is not your average song found in a hymnal nor is it a favorite 

request at some hymn sing.  This song will be sung by all who are left after the Tribulation and 

who have gone into the Millennium.  This will be a song sung by people who love God and His 

Word.  All who are here will truly have a proper doctrinal understanding of the Tribulation and 

they will have a great desire to sing this song of praise to God. 

 

From an eschatological perspective, Isaiah lumps several future things into this chapter. 

He sees a great banquet, He sees the aftermath of the Tribulation and the aftermath of the 

Millennium.  But his point is clear: 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE CAN SING PRAISES TO GOD EVEN IN AN OPPRESIVE WICKED 

WORLD KNOWING THAT ONE DAY IN THE FUTURE GOD WILL   DESTROY     . 

THE WICKED AND LAVISH HIS   BLESSINGS   ON HIS RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE. 

 

Through the eyes of the Word of God, we are able to sing today because God’s Word reveals 

exactly what God will eventually do.  For people in Israel, this must have been some prophetic 

message from Isaiah.  She saw enemies at every border.  Yet God says there will come a day 

when you will be singing.   

 

Now you will notice from verse 1 that this song is about “exulting” God.  That Hebrew word 

“exult” is one that means this song is about exalting and celebrating the fact that God is seen and 

worshipped at the   highest   possible level in this world (William Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon,  

pp. 761-762).  The Polel stem of this Hebrew word is very rare.  It functions as an active Piel 

stem.  What it means is that there will be an   intense   eagerness for the action of exalting 

God (Gesenius, Hebrew Grammar, p. 141).  Now this particular Hebrew word is cohortative in 

meaning, which means, this will be the specific wish, resolution and direction of   will   of all  

the people in the world (Ibid., p. 130).  What is described by the parsing of this one Hebrew 

word is that Isaiah saw a time when everyone in the world had the great ambition of their 

lives and will to exalt God, to lift Him up in worship at the highest possible level. 

 

The word “give thanks” means to praise and exalt God specifically in a thankful way.  The 

Hiphil stem of this word means people are praising God and thanking God for what He has  

  caused   to happen (Ibid., p. 144).  In other words, God is the one who has   caused   all the 

events that eventually lead everyone in the world to offer praise to Him and exalt Him 

 

Let’s face it, this world is certainly not praising and exalting God now and if this is to happen,  

it will be God who will have to make it happen. 



Now there are two main prophetic reasons why God’s people may “exalt” God and “give thanks” 

to God: 

 

PROPHETIC REASON #1 – Isaiah praises God for His future   deliverance   of His people.  

                                                     25:1-6 

 

Now verse 1 begins by exalting God.  The specific names used for God in this chapter would 

demand an exaltation of God:  1) LORD = Jehovah (v. 1, 6, 8, 9, 10);  2) God = Elohim (v. 1, 9); 

3) LORD of hosts = Jehovah Sabaoth (v. 6);  4) Lord GOD = Adonai Jehovah (v. 8).   

 

Collectively these names communicate that God is the self-existing Sovereign God who can do 

what He wants (Jehovah), the Triune God who has all power (God), who is ruler and master over 

everything (Adonai), including all things in heaven and on earth (Jehovah Sabaoth).  So when 

Isaiah says He is exalting God and giving thanks to His name, he is actually thinking about 

the sovereign majesty of God that is revealed by these very   names  . 

 

Now there are seven reasons why all of God’s people will one day exalt God: 

 

Exaltation Reason #1 - God will be exalted God because God is their personal   God  .  25:1a  

 

Isaiah personalizes God in this verse by saying, “Thou art my God.”  Think about this. 

If you are in a right relationship with God, no matter what hits you, you can always praise God 

that He is your God.  He is your personal God.  The God who created the heavens and the earth 

and the God who will pour out His wrath in the Tribulation is your personal God. 

 

Exaltation Reason #2 - God will be exalted God because He has worked   wonders  .  25:1b 

 

The word “wonders” means that God did something miraculously wonderful in the sense that 

what He did was distinguished from other things that He does (William Gesenius, Hebrew 
Lexicon, p. 674).  The things God will do in the Tribulation will be miraculous things and they 

will be totally distinguished from all other things He has done.  He will rid the world of evil.  

That He has done before.  He did it with a flood; He did it with water.  But the wonders He  

will show in the Tribulation will be like nothing ever seen.  For example, He will move “every 

mountain and island … out of their places” (Revelation 6:14).  After He is all done displaying  

His wrath, He will gather His righteous people and bring them into their land.  He will have 

worked wonders. 

 

Exaltation Reason #3 - God will be exalted because God has perfectly fulfilled His   plan  .  

                                           25:1c 

 

God has worked out His eternal plan with perfect faithfulness.  That word “faithfulness” means 

that God was the One who came up with the plan and then was firm and stable and trustworthy 

in carrying it out (Ibid., pp. 58-59).  The Tribulation is a carefully thought out plan of God. 

Heaven is a carefully thought out plan of God.  Israel in her land is a carefully thought out  

plan of God.  Christians coming back with Jesus Christ is a carefully thought out plan of God. 

 



The logistics of every one of these predictions will be fulfilled to literal   perfection  .  Just 

recently, someone in this area questioned whether or not the Bible should be interpreted literally.  

Fulfillment of Biblical prophecy demands a “yes” answer. 
 

Exaltation Reason #4 - God will be exalted because God has destroyed God-mocking   cities  .  

                                           25:2 
 

For the most part, cities that are built on this earth are built by proud, arrogant people who have 

no real intention of knowing God or worshipping God.  One of the things Revelation tells us is 

that God is going to bring down all of the cities of the world (Revelation 16:19).  I am not sure 

what city Isaiah sees being destroyed because he doesn’t name it.  In fact, the noun “city” is 

anarthrous (no article) which can refer to any city; as Young said, “cities generally” (Isaiah,  

Vol. 2, p. 187).  But it doesn’t matter for that is what God is going to do to every city. 
 

All enemies and all threats are gone.  No more walls are needed for protection.  The big 

impressive cities of the world will have been toppled by the power of God.  People left on the 

earth will be able to go to any place in the world and not be a stranger for they will realize that 

all people left, love God and they will sing praises to God because of it. 
 

Exaltation Reason #5 - God will be exalted because all cities will be filled with only people  

                                           who will   glorify   God and   reverence   God.  25:3 
 

Carefully notice that no matter how strong the person or how impressive the city, all will 

reverence God and glorify Him, even “cities of ruthless nations” that do not presently reverence 

God.  They most certainly will in the Tribulation.   
 

What is clearly predicted here is a worldwide conversion.  We certainly are not living now in a 

time when cities and nations reverence God.  But there will come a time when all people and all 

cities will reverence God and worship God.  The Word of God will be reverenced and carefully 

read and literally understood. 
 

There will be no city council meetings about legalizing homosexuality.  There will be no more 

educational funding of schools and universities that mock God.  There will be no city budget 

meetings to fund programs that promote things God hates.  There will be no more slick 

politicians who use their power to promote their own agenda.  The whole world will glorify  

God and reverence God. 
 

Exaltation Reason #6 - God will be exalted because God has protected the   helpless  .  25:4 
 

The word “helpless” describes people totally powerless.  They grow weaker and weaker to the 

point of being very feeble (Hebrew Lexicon, p. 199).  During the Tribulation God’s people will 

be exactly this.  They will be defenseless, helpless, needy and poor.  God will be a protection  

for His people, like a refuge in the midst of a storm or a shade tree in the midst of terrible heat.   

They will not have received the mark of the beast and they will not be able to buy and sell.   
 

You and I live in a big, scary, intimidating world.  Sometimes we feel like we are nothing.   

In fact, it almost appears as if anything connected to God is getting weaker and weaker.   

Always remember this; your God is your refuge.  Your God watches over you and He will  

not leave you nor forsake you and you can exalt Him for that reason. 



Exaltation Reason #7 - God will be exalted because God has removed the   ruthless  .  25:5 

 

The noun “ruthless” refers to people who terrify others and cause others to tremble (Ibid., p. 656).  

During the Tribulation, the most ruthless of all will be the Antichrist.  He will target Israel and  

try to exterminate Jews all over the world.  No people have been the victims of more humiliating 

things like the Jews.  They have been mocked more and persecuted more than any people on this 

earth.  No land has been so overrun by ruthless aliens like Israel.  From the ancient Roman world 

to the modern day Arab world, they have all tried to take her land.  Well that will all change.  

 

Those aliens who do not belong in God’s land will be removed.  All evil, demonic, arrogant 

people will be removed, including the Antichrist, the False Prophet and Satan himself.  One day 

there will be singing in the land to exalt God who has silenced the ruthless. 

 

PROPHETIC REASON #2 – Isaiah praises God for His future   blessings   to His people.  

                                                     25:6-12 

 

What Isaiah sees here is a fulfillment of an eternal dream that finally comes true. 

 

Future Blessing #1 - God will serve a lavish   banquet   for His people.  25:6 

 

Whenever there is a newly crowned king there are always coronation banquets, but there has 

never been an inauguration banquet like the one when Jesus comes to reign.   

 

The words “lavish banquet” in Hebrew means a feast of   fat   things.  There will be a rich feast 

that God, Himself, will put on for all of His people in the world. 

 

This banquet will feature the best of meats and the finest of wines.  Typically today the best of 

food and the finest of wines belong to the elite who can afford it.  At this banquet all of God’s 

people will be served the very best, far above and beyond anything ever enjoyed by any rich 

person on this earth.  There will be plenty to eat and drink.  It will be the best of everything.  

What a meal.  This meal will be prepared by the “LORD of hosts.”  God will be in charge of this 

lavish banquet.  Notice carefully it will be for “all peoples.”  All nationalities of people will be at 

this banquet, all those who loved the Lord. 

 

Future Blessing #2 - God will remove   death   from His people.  25:7-8a 

 

During the Tribulation death and suffering will be all people know.  This cloud will be lifted 

when Christ reigns in Mount Zion. 

 

There is a cloud, a covering that hovers over all of us and that is the covering of death.  We all 

live with the reality of suffering and death.  There are clouds of suffering and unexplainable 

things that continually hover over our existence.  Paul actually quoted this verse in I Corinthians 

15:54 when he says, “Death is swallowed up in victory.”  Death has covered all people of all 

nations, but there is coming a day when God will take death away forever.   

 

He will ultimately lift the curse and death will be no more.  It is specifically stated that God will 

do this after the Millennium and after the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 21:4). 

 



 

 

 

 

Future Blessing #3 - God will remove   tears   from His people.  25:8b 

 

For God to remove all tears from His people’s eyes, He must remove the   cause   of the tears. 

 

The actual eschatological moment when God will do this is after the Millennium and after the 

Great White Throne Judgment in which all unbelievers have been cast into the eternal lake of fire 

(Revelation 21:4). 

 

Future Blessing #4 - God will remove   reproach   from His people.  25:8c 

 

The word “reproach” is an interesting word.  It means to be scorned, to be considered to be of 

little worth and be despised (Ibid., p. 307).  This is the way God’s people who love God and  

His Word are viewed.  They are viewed as not important.  Their views and opinions are of little 

worth. 

 

God says, “I am going to change all of that.”  One day, My people will be seen to be the most 

esteemed people on the face of this earth.  They will be shown to be the most valuable and 

honorable people in the world.  God will remove the reproach of His people all over the world. 

 

Future Blessing #5 - God’s people will worship God because of their   salvation  .  25:9 

 

Praise will be given to God for   His   salvation.  In eternity God will get full credit for all who 

are saved. 

 

I want you to observe that the actual total fulfillment of our salvation is something for which 

we “wait.”  The joy we are looking for hasn’t happened yet.  There is coming a day when there 

will be a wonderful time of gladness when God’s people will completely enjoy their salvation 

because they are actually living life in the saved location.  There will be gladness and joy.   

 

We are presently saved in the sense that we have been delivered from sin and condemnation and 

have a glorious future hope.  But we are not yet living life in a place of great joy and gladness. 

But that day is coming. 

 

Future Blessing #6 - God will rest His hand of   blessing   on His mount.  25:10a 

 

According to Zechariah, Jesus Christ will come back to the Mount of Olives and people will go 

to Jerusalem to worship God and worship the King (Zechariah 14:16).  

 

Everyone in the world will honor Jesus Christ and Israel in Jerusalem.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Future Blessing #7 - God will crush to dust the   proud   enemies of His people.  25:10b-12 

 

We may recall that just as the children of Israel were about to enter the promised land, King 

Balak of Moab hired Balaam to seduce Israel into sexual immorality with Moabite women and 

invite them to make sacrifices to their idol, Baal of Peor (Numbers 25:1-3).  The allusion to 

Moab is a reference to all evil forces who have stood against God and tried to prevent God’s 

people from enjoying all of the blessings and promises of God.  Moab was located on the east 

side of the Dead Sea.  The Moabites kept Israel from being able to securely enjoy her land and 

her God.  When Moab is in the world, God’s people are down, but when Moab is gone, God’s 

people are on top of the world. 

 

It is interesting what God will do to godless powers.  He will stamp them out like straw in a 

manure pile (v. 10).  He will force them to swim as it were in a manure pile.  They flay their 

hands and arms and get nowhere and eventually God will bring them down to dust (vv. 11-12).  

No proud arrogant person will be left on the face of this earth. 

 

Zechariah predicts that when Jesus Christ returns He will “cut off the names of idols and they 

will no longer be remembered” and He will remove demonic prophets (Zechariah 13:2). 

 

It is the responsibility of true ministers of the Word of God to point out false religion and false 

teaching.  That is why every now and then you will hear me name various cults and demonic 

religions, because I do not want you ignorant of these dangerous and devilish things.  But when 

we finally get into eternity, we will not even remember they were here. 

 

Even though at the present time we are not able to physically enjoy these marvelous things, we 

can rejoice knowing one day we will.  This is a song you will want to be able to sing and if you 

will believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, one day you will sing it. 

 

 

 

 

PARTING THOUGHTS: 

 

1.  Our future hope comes from a precise understanding of God’s Word. 

2.  Our concept of God must be He is the Majestic, Sovereign, Master over all things in  

        heaven and on earth. 

3.  God is never rash or irrational and everything He does is perfectly planned and  

        perfectly executed. 

4.  It is God who has saved us and we need to praise Him for it. 


