
 
“A Contest between Counselors as God Takes Sides” 

2 Samuel 17:1-23 
 
2 Samuel 12:8-12 

I. Ahithophel, Israel’s greatest counselor (16:23), tells 

Absalom to strike and kill King ________________ 

before he and his forces have the chance to regroup 

(17:1-4). 

II.  Absalom calls for a second opinion from Hushai, who plays 

on Absalom’s ____________ of his father’s reputation 

as a cunning warrior, ____________ of failure in his 

first war-effort as king, as well as on his 

________________ of leading a massive army (7:5-

13). 

III.  ___________ prospers Hushai’s false counsel (7:14)! 

2 Samuel 15:25-26; 16: 10-12 

IV.  On the ground, without knowledge of God’s intervention, 

David’s communications network was narrowly 

________________ by the cleverness of a female 

servant (7:15-20). 

V. David ________________ to a safer position and 

Ahithophel, seeing the writing on the wall, kills himself 

(7:21-23). 

Psalm 16:8-11 
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