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I. Playing to the Crowd – vs. 11-13 
A. Freedom – Acts 10:1-48 
B. Fellowship – Acts 11:1-18 
C. Fear – Isa. 51:7; Col. 3:22; Psa. 56:4, 11; 118:6; Heb. 13:6; Psa. 89:7; Eccl. 5:7; 12:13; Acts 

10:2, 22; Eph. 5:21 
1. Led to a contradiction of Paul’s doctrine, thereby validating the Judaizers 
2. Condemned – Peter took a position he knew was wrong 
3. Resulted in a sharp rebuke – no one in the church is above rebuke – 1 Tim. 5:17-22 

II. Double Standards and Division – vs. 14 
A. Peter Offended Gentile Believers – Gal. 3:26-29 
B. This was Divisiveness – Titus 3:10-11 
C. One Body; Many Members – Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12, 20; Eph. 4:1-6 

III. Faith vs. Works – vs. 15-16 
A. Works of Law Keeping – Rom. 3:19-20; Psa. 143:2; Gal. 3:21-24, 28 
B. Faith in Christ – Rom. 4:1-8; 5:1-11 

 
“If the article of justification by faith is lost, all Christian doctrine is lost.” – Martin Luther 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cross References 
 
Acts 10 
  
10 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian 
Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to 
the people, and prayed to God always. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an 
angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!” 4 And when he observed him, he was afraid, and 
said, “What is it, lord?” So he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial 
before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. 6 He is lodging with 
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. He will tell you what you must do.” 7 And when the angel 
who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a devout soldier from 
among those who waited on him continually. 8 So when he had explained all these things to them, he sent 
them to Joppa.  9 The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the 
housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. 10 Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they 
made ready, he fell into a trance 11 and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the 
four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of 
the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 13 And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill 
and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.”  
15 And a voice spoke to him again the second time, “What God has cleansed you must not call 
common.” 16 This was done three times. And the object was taken up into heaven again.  
17 Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen meant, behold, the men 
who had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the gate. 18 And 
they called and asked whether Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging there. 19 While Peter 
thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are seeking you. 20 Arise therefore, go 
down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them.” 21 Then Peter went down to the men 
who had been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, “Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason have 
you come?” 22 And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good 
reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his 
house, and to hear words from you.” 23 Then he invited them in and lodged them. On the next day Peter 
went away with them, and some brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 24 And the following day they 
entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called together his relatives and close 
friends. 25 As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 
But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a man.” 27 And as he talked with him, he 
went in and found many who had come together. 28 Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is 
for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I 
should not call any man common or unclean. 29 Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent 
for. I ask, then, for what reason have you sent for me?” 30 So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was fasting 
until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright 
clothing, 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight 
of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the 
house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When he comes, he will speak to you.’ 33 So I sent to you 
immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all 
the things commanded you by God.” 34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that 
God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted 
by Him. 36 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He 
is Lord of all— 37 that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from 
Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with Him. 39 And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree. 40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed 



Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank 
with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify 
that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets 
witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.” 44 While Peter 
was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 And those of the 
circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify 
God. Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the 
Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days. 
 
Acts 11:1-18 
  
11 Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of 
God. 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision contended with him, 3 saying, 
“You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!” 4 But Peter explained it to them in order from 
the beginning, saying: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object 
descending like a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came to me. 6 When I 
observed it intently and considered, I saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, 
and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘Not so, 
Lord! For nothing common or unclean has at any time entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered me 
again from heaven, ‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’ 10 Now this was done three 
times, and all were drawn up again into heaven. 11 At that very moment, three men stood before the 
house where I was, having been sent to me from Caesarea. 12 Then the Spirit told me to go with them, 
doubting nothing. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 And 
he told us how he had seen an angel standing in his house, who said to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call 
for Simon whose surname is Peter, 14 who will tell you words by which you and all your household will 
be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 
Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed baptized with water, but you shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?” 18 When they heard these 
things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles 
repentance to life.” 
 
Isaiah 51:7  
 
“Listen to Me, you who know righteousness, You people in whose heart is My law: Do not fear the 
reproach of men, Nor be afraid of their insults. 
 
Colossians 3:22 
  
22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-
pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 
 
Psalm 56:4 
  
4 In God (I will praise His word), In God I have put my trust; I will not fear. What can flesh do to me? 
 
Psalm 56:11 
  
11 In God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me? 



Psalm 118:6 
  
6 The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? 
 
Hebrews 13:6 
  
6 So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 
 
Psalm 89:7 
  
7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, And to be held in reverence by all those around 
Him. 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:7 
  
7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there is also vanity. But fear God. 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 
  
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is 
man’s all. 
 
Acts 10:2 
  
2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, 
and prayed to God always. 
 
Acts 10:22 
  
22 And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good reputation 
among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and 
to hear words from you.” 
 
Ephesians 5:21 
  
21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. 
 
1 Timothy 5:17-22 
  
17 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word 
and doctrine. 18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain,” and, 
“The laborer is worthy of his wages.” 19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or 
three witnesses. 20 Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear.  
21 I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things 
without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. 22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in 
other people’s sins; keep yourself pure. 
 
Galatians 3:26-29 
  
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 



neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 
Titus 3:10-11 
  
10 Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, 11 knowing that such a person is warped 
and sinning, being self-condemned. 
 
Romans 12:4-5 
  
4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so 
we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12 
  
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are 
one body, so also is Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:20 
  
20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 
 
Ephesians 4:1-6 
  
4 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
 
Romans 3:19-20 
  
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no 
flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
 
Psalm 143:2 
  
2 Do not enter into judgment with Your servant, For in Your sight no one living is righteous. 
 
Galatians 3:21-24 
   
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which 
could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. 22 But the Scripture has confined 
all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 23 But before 
faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. 24 
Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 
 
Galatians 3:28 
  



28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 
Romans 4:1-8 
  
4 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture 
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, 
the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness 
of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless 
deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute 
sin.” 
 
Romans 5:1-11 
  
5 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 
through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more 
then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when 
we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 
 
New King James Version (NKJV) 
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 
  


