The Acts of the Apostles
[Wed. August 12, 2015] Acts Series, Acts 28.1-16 — Craig A. Thurman

Paul and his traveling companions, Aristarchus and Luke, with Julius, his soldiers,
shipmaster, owner, sailers and other prisoners suffered to terrible storm which
drove them first, down into the Mediterannean Sea close to a small island named
Clauda, but then up and the down the sea of Adria. (Acts 27.16, 27) They were
driven so for fourteen days. Finally having some notion that they were nearing
land they began to sound or cast into the water and to check the depth.
Discovering that ship was coming into shallows they cast four anchors and waited
for the coming of day before proceeding. Then they raised anchors, loosed the
rudder band, hoisted the main sail and hoped to have the ship driven to a place
where there was a creek. At this, the stern of the ship was broken by the force of
the waves, and the beach still lay some distance away. Therefore it was said that
those who could swim would go first, and the remaining would have to float to
shore by using pieces of the broken ship. And just as the Lord had promised to
Paul, not a single soul of the 276 on board perished in this terrible storm.

44 ... And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.

1 9 And when they were escaped,
when ... were escaped, dacwBévteg, nom, pl, masc, part, aor 1, pass of
Sdroouwtw; 81d by, through + owlw to save; Mt. 14.36 were made
perfectly whole; Lk. 7.3, heal; Acts 23.24, bring ... safe; 27.43, to save; 27.44,
escaped; 28.1, when ... were escaped; 28.4, though ... hath escaped; 1Pe.
3.20, were saved.
J. P. Green, Sr., Interlinear Greek New Testament, ‘And having been saved,’
which emphasizes each aspect of the verb: nominative and when, participle
having, passive been, and the aorist, saved.
When there were escaped from the broken ship ...

then they knew

knew, énéyvacav, 3" p pl, aor 2, ind, act of éniywwokw; éni upon, against
+ ywuwokw to know; énéyvocav is used five times in the N.T. (Mt.17.12;
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Mk. 6.33; Lk.24.31; Acts 28.1, knew [4]; Lk.1.22, perceived [1]). The aorist
many times will translate by the English simple present tense, i.e. know.
Here, ‘then they know the island,” when once they have gotten on land and
considered some things about it.

It isn’t revealed who it is that recognized the island.
that the island was called Mélita. (English pronunciation)
was called, koAgitat, 3" ps, pres, ind, pass of Ka\éw.

Melita is Latin for the island of Malta which is located just over 50 miles
from the island of Sicily, which lies just off the coast of Italy.

Kai dtacmBévieg tote énéyvaocav 6Tt Melitn 1) vijoog KaAgital
2 And the barbarous people

barbarous people, BapPapot, nom pl of BdpPBapog; translated either
barbarous or barbarian this is the first use in the New Testament; (Acts
28.2, 4; Ro.1.14 contrast Greeks/barbarians; 1Co.14.11 (twice) is the
inability to speak to another in their tongue; Col.3.11 contrasts it,
barbarian, Sythian.

Probably indicates that the native people of this island were unfamiliar with
the languages of Latin or Greek. Yet they did communicate. Paul was
probably able, because of the gift of God upon him, to speak to them. We
know that he could speak many languages.

1Co0.14.18 | thank my God, | speak with tongues more than ye all ...

o0 TNV TvyodGaV PLAavOpwTioy
shewed us no little kindness:
gave not the common humane affection (27.3 kindly entreated)
extraordinary love toward man (Tit.3.4)
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shewed, mapeiyov, 3" p imperf, act of tapéyw; mapd near, of, by, from +
’éxw to have, possess; in Acts, for example, 17.31 hath given; 16.16,
TOLPETYE; 3" p sing, imperf, brought; 19.24 brought; 22.2 kept; 28.2
shewed.

little, Tuyodcav, acc, sing, fem, part, aor 2 of Tuyxde; the idea of to
obtain or common.

kindness, pihavOpomiov, acc sing of p1havBpwnia.

Only other passage where (1 avBpwnia is used:
Tit 3:4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man p\avOpwmnia appeared ...

for they kindled a fire,

kindled, avayavteg, nom, pl, masc, par, aor 1 of avdnTw; dvdrTw is found
three times in the N.T., and always translated with the English kindle
(Lk.12.49; Ja. 3.5).

TpoceAGPovTo TavTog NUAC
and received us every one,
us all

received, Tpocehafovto, 3" p pl, aor 2, ind, mid of TpoThauBdvw; Tpog
unto + \auPBdvw to receive, accept or take; this verb, mpocerdpovro, is

used three times, and only in the book of Acts: 18.26, took ... unto; 27.36,
took; 28.2, received.

ol TOV VETOV TOV £peoTdTA Kol 010t TO YiY0g
because  of the present rain, and because of the cold.
rain at hand

present, épecTt®Ta, acc, sing, masc, part, perf of épiocTnu; éni upon +
{oTmu to stand, establish, appoint, set;
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Ac 22:20 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, | also
was standing by edeotwg, and consenting unto his death, and kept
the raiment of them that slew him.

2Ti 4:6 For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand epeotnKev.

rain, V1oV, acc sing of VeTdg; always (6) translated rain.
cold, ybyoc, always (3) translated cold.

o1 0¢ BapPapot mapeiyov o0 TNV TVYODGAV PLAaVOpTioy UV AVEYAVTES
YOP TUPAV TPOGELAPOVTO TAVTOC NUAG 010 TOV VETOV TOV EPECTATA KO d1i
TO YO)0G

3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks,
combined a bunch

when ... had gathered, cucstpéyavtog, gen, sing, masc, part, aor 1 of
ovoTpédw (verb)/ouvoTpodni (noun); oVV together, with + oTpédw to
turn. Only other place used, of the illegal assembling of the Ephesians in
Acts 19.40; the verb, cvoTpéduw, is only found in Acts 28.3, had gathered
ovoTpéYavTog a bundle of sticks.

bundle, tAf\00g, translated multitude (30), company (1), bundle (1).

sticks, ppuyavav, only this once in the N.T.; LXX, Job 30.7 rustling; Ho.10.7
twigs; Is. 40.24; 41.2; 47.14; Jer. 13.24 sticks.

Remembering that it was cold.

EML TNV TUPAV
and laid them on the fire,

laid, émBévtoc, gen, sing, masc, part, aor 2, act of émiTiBnut; éni upon +
T1Onut to put, lay, lay down, appoint, ordain, make.
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Other passage where €mBévtog occurs:

Ac 19:6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon ¢ém@évtog them, the
Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and
prophesied.

gk TG 0¢pung
there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand.

came ... out, ¢é€glBodoa, nom, sing, fem, part, aor 2 of égépgouou; is found
in three passages (Mt. 15.18 come forth; Mk.6.24, went forth; Act 28.3,
came ... out.)

viper, &y1dva, always (5) translated viper; used in literal and typical senses.

heat, 0épunc, gen, sing of Bépun); from which we have the English word,
thermal; another Greek word associated with this is Beppaivopart, the
verb translated with the English warm (cf.Mk.14.54, 67; Jn.18.18, 25;
Ja.2.16).

fastened on, kadfjyev, 3" ps, aor 1, ind of kaBdTTwW; KABATTW; KT
after, against, by + dntw kindle, light (to light a wick of a candle, thus to
touch it with a flame); only passage where ka8dnTw is found.

Some cold blooded animals, like snakes, in cold temperatures can enter
into a state of torpor, and as a result become slow or immobile. Doubtless,
as Paul picked up a bunch of sticks which had in it a snake, which, at the
moment, could do him no harm. But once warmed ...

ovotpéyavtog 0¢ Tod [TavAov ppuyavov TARB0¢ kai émbévtog Emi TV
mopav Epova €K The 0€pung €EeAbodoa kabfyev ThHe xepoc adTod

€K TG ¥EPOG 0TOD
4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang  on his hand,
from his hand
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hang, kpepapevov, acc, sing, neut, part, pres, mid of
Kpepdvvopvkpépapat/ Kpepdw; always (7) translated with the English
word hand.

tpdg  AMAovg ITavtog — @ovedg dotv O &vOpmmoc oDTOC
they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer,
to oneanother

nAdvTws, KIV Lk.4.23 surely; Acts 18.21 by all means; 21.22 needs; 28.4 no
doubt; Ro.3.9 in no wise; 1Co.5.10 altogether; 9.10 altogether; 9.22 by all
means;16.12 at all.

Barbarians have the very same natural thought processes as any other man.
Here, they judge things by the outward appearance. A very common but
incorrect assumption is, ‘Bad things happen to bad people.” Is that true?
Absolutely not.

Ec 8:14 There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that there be
just men, unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the
wicked; again, there be wicked men, to whom it happeneth according
to the work of the righteous: | said that this also is vanity.

Ecc.9.1 9 For all this | considered in my heart even to declare all this,
that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of
God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them.
[It is poor judgment to say that God loves or hates us based on our
experience.]

2 All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and
to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the unclean; to
him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so
is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath.

3 This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that
there is one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is
full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and after that
they go to the dead.
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ov dtcwbévta €K ¢ Bardcong
whom, though he hath escaped the sea,
though he be escaped  from the sea

though ... hath escaped, dtocmBévta, acc, sing, masc, part, aor 1, pass of
drooww; cf. vs. 1, when ... were escaped.

yet vengeance suffereth not to live.
justice

vengeance, 3ikm); KIV Acts 25.15, judgment (1), Acts 28.4; Jude 7,
vengeance (2), 2Th.1.9, be punished (1), interesting that justice is not found
once in the N.T,, it is the dispensing with righteous judgment, which may be
administered only by the Lord and his appointed, temporary human
governments. (Ro.13.14 he is the servant of God to dispense wrath upon
him that doeth evil.)

suffereth, €laoe, 3 ps, aor 1, ind of édw; KIV suffer 9, let ... alone 1, let 1,
let alone 1, left 1, committed 1; This particular verb is found in Mt.24.43;
Acts 14.16; 16.7; 28.4.

to live, (flv, pres infin of {dw to live.

As is to be expected there are some who disagree with the record of the
Word of God. For example, one man says that the viper was not venomous.

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament, vol. 3, p.480,
...Ramsay thinks that the small constrictor (Coronella Austriaca)
which still exists in the island may be the "viper," though it has no
poison fangs, but clings and bites. The natives thought that it was a
poisonous viper.’

What did this man do? He gathered information about the island and
interpreted Scripture according to external information that he had
available and then drew a conclusion.
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There are good Baptist brethren that do this. Some preachers preach
mere fables rather than truth. They do not set forth the truth by
expository preaching, but add elements of history and customs to the
preaching. The message is more a fiction than Biblical. 2Ti 4:2,
Preach the word ... all the Word, and nothing but the Word. If that
isn’t good enough for the Lord’s churches, nothing is.

Now, conclusions from such means can be correct or they can be wrong,
but the means to that conclusion was wrong no matter what the result is.
Scripture is not true because history or other external witnesses agree with
it. Rather, external witnesses, history and all that is related to those things
which the Scriptures convey to us, are validated by Scripture. The Bible is
not just another book written at the whim and will of a bunch of men over
a period of two thousand years (from Moses to the close of the apostolic
age). The Bible is the revelation of God come to us through the Holy Spirit
by holy, chosen men. (2Pe.1.21) Itis the earthly record of that which is
settled in heaven. (Ps. 119.89)

Ps 119:89 LAMED. For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.
(23, Niphal participle: passive, participle; is settled, is standing, is
appointed)

What is the truth in our text of Acts 28.4-6? Is it that Paul was bitten by a
non-venomous snake and that the islanders didn’t know better? Or, is it
that the islanders had good reason to expect Paul to die from this particular
viper’s poisonous bite? Who would know better about the truthfulness of
this incident? Isn’t it the Lord’s record of this incident through Luke? Or, is
it that we are like the barbarians of that place, just a bunch of religious
fanatics who don’t know better. We need someone to come along with a
specialized education to come along and explain the real truth that the
Word of God failed to convey to us?

What was notable about this event? Is it the fact that Paul shook off a
snake into the fire that had bitten him? Or, is it that, he not only shook off a
snake into the fire that had bitten him, but the venom had no affect upon
him? The latter is the real import of this verse isn’t it?
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Now, this text is far more important to us than only this present episode.
This text is key to giving validation to another Scripture of great
importance, which is also called into question by those who would cast
doubt upon the faithful transmission of God’s Word through the ages; call
this the preservation of the Scriptures. As far as | can tell this is the only
instance of the fulfillment of Mk.16.18. This one, little, seemingly innocent
occasion recorded in Acts chapter 28 validates the authenticity of the last
twelve verses of the gospel of Mark. If you have any other version of the
Bible than a KJV Bible you will find that the last twelve verses of Mark’s
gospel are recommended for omission because it is not found in the
Sinaiticus (X, Aleph) and Vaticanus (B) manuscripts. (12 versions listed
here: Amplified Bible, New American Standard Bible, New International
Bible, Revised English Bible, New Revised Standard Version Bible, Good
News Bible, New American Bible, The Jewish New Testament Bible, The
Living Bible, the New Living Translation, The English Standard Version, and
the Revised Version Bible [Thanks to the first deviant version of the Bible, in
1881, subsequent to the KJV: to Brook Foss Westcott, and Fenton John
Anthony Hort]).

This is not the only evidence that supports the authencity of the last
twelve verses of Mark. Of what importance to us are the last twelves
verses of Mark? Mark contains the clearest evidence that baptism
does not save; is not regenerative. This has great support in Acts
8.38; 10.47. But the text of Mk.16 16 adds a unique and thus an
unparelled clarity to the truth that faith must precede the
administration of the ordinance of baptism or else the candidate is
disqualified to receive it.

Mr 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be damned.

And so Mark 16.18 reads:

Mr 16:18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover.
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shall take up, dpoﬁm, 3" p pl, fut, ind, act of a’{pw to take up.

Snake handling: is it in the Bible?

Now let’s consider what this verse says and doesn’t say. First, it simply
states a future reality, a future fact. It does not state any intent in the
actor. Intent or volition on the part of the actor would be given by the
indicative or imperative moods. In the indicative we would say, ‘l am going
to pick up a snake.” There is no such thing as a future imperative, but we
could say, in the subjunctive mood,: ‘You should take up serpents.” By
those kinds of statements we would have the intent to teach a doctrine
justifying snake handling. But these kinds of statements are not found in
the Bible.

This is the only incident recorded in New Testament Scripture where a
snake was picked by a Christian. There is no support in all of the Word of
God for a faith-work of handling snakes. An honest examination of these
texts reveals that Paul gathered up the snake by accident, and
unbeknownst to him while he was gathering a bundle of sticks for a fire.
Paul did not pick up the serpent because he was going to prove he had faith
in Christ. Let us take this just a step further as it relates to Mk.16.17, 18.
Casting out demons, speaking in tongues, taking up serpents, drinking
deadly substances are all statements of future facts that would take place
with some of the apostles (that is the context: the eleven, Mk.16.12). All of
these things are statements of future facts that would take place. None of
these suggests that they should purpose to do them. There is no, ‘Cast out
demons,” ‘Speak in tongues,” ‘Take up snakes,” ‘Drink deadly poison.” Not
here, and not anywhere else in Scripture. Our Lord simply stated these as a
matter of fact and they would take place in some of the disciples. None of
these constitute a part of the ministry of the New Testament church today,
and have not since the time that the churches began to possess the full
revelation of the Lord’s mind in New Testament Scriptures.

The truth is that these islanders knew the kind of snake that bit Paul and
had every expectation that the normal course of death would result from it.
That is the record of Scripture, and that is what | believe. Every Word of
God is important. And this verse is no different.

10
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Pr 30:5 Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put
their trust in him.

Lu 4:4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

Never give up one word of this Bible. And I'd like to add this note: Thank
God that we don’t have to prove our faith by handling snakes, speaking in
tongues, casting out devils, and drinking deadly substances!

a¢ 82 1dov oi BapPapor kpepdpevov T Onpiov &k THC ¥ePOG aTod EAEYOV
Tpog aAMAovg ITévtog povedg dotv O EvOpmmoc ovTog OV Stacwdévia €k
¢ Oadldcong 1 dikn Cfv ovk glacev

elg 10 mop
5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt  no harm.
suffered
shook off, arotivé&oc, nom, sing, masc, part, aor 1, act of ATOTIVAO T W;
ané since, forth, of + Twvdoow LXX, Is. 28.27, threshed:;

Only other passage where dnoTwdoow is used:

Lu 9:5 And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that
city, shake off amotwva§ate the very dust from your feet for a
testimony against them.

LXX:
Jud.16.20, shake myself; 1Ki. (1Sa.)10.2 has given up; Lam. 2.7, has
cast off.

felt, Enadev, 3" ps, aor 2, ind of ndaxw; is found in He. 5.8; 13.12;
1Pe.2.21, suffered; 1Pe.3.18, hath ... suffered. nd.oyw is translated with the
English word suffer (39), felt (1), vexed (1), passion (1).

0 pév ovv dmotivaéac To Onpiov &ig 10 Tp Emadev 0VSEY KaKOV

HEALELY
6 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen,
expected that he was about to swell,

11
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looked, mpoGEdOKMYV, 3" p pl, imperf of Tpoodokdw; Tpog near, unto +
Sokdw look(?); cf. LXX, Ps.119.166; tpoodokdw is used again in the latter
part of this same verse.

Ps 119:166 (118:166) I waited tpooedoxwy for thy salvation, O Lord,
and have loved thy commandments. (KJV: Lord, | have hoped for thy
salvation, and done thy commandments.)

should , nélhew, pres, infin of péX\w to be about.

have swollen, nipmpocBai, pres, infin, pass of Tiumpnut; only found in this
passage.

or fallen down dead suddenly:
to fall down momentarily

fallen down, kataminzew, pres infin of kaTarinTw; to fall down;

suddenly, d¢pvw; adverb.

Ac 2:2 And suddenly &dpvw there came a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were
sitting. (cf. 16.26 also)

€M TOAD
but after they had looked a great while, and  saw no harm

expecting fora while and perceived nothing amiss

after ... had looked, mpocdokavtmv, gen, pl, masc, part, pres; see directly
above.

saw, Bswpodvtwv, gen, pl, masc, part, pres of Bewpéw to behold, see,
perceive, consider; ;

12
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harm, &tomov, acc, sing, neut of {Tomog, & negative particle + Témog
place, cf. vs. 7 quarters; out of place; used only three times in Scripture:
KIV, amiss, harm, unreasonable.

elg avtov
come to him, they changed their minds,
coming unto him they changed [in their] perception, cf. to Ocwpodvtov

come, ywopevov, part, pres of yivopau to be.

changed their, petafaiiouevol, nom, pl, masc, part, pres, mid of
pneTaBdAw; netd after, change + BaM\w to cast;

How fickle men are. Recall that in chapter 14, after the Lord had used Paul
to work a miracle in the lame man at Lystra. When they saw that, those of
Lystra began to cry out that the gods, Jupiter (Barnabas) and Mercurius
(Paul) had come down to them in the likeness of men. And Paul and
Barnabas had scarce restrained the people from doing sacrifices to them.
Then when the Jews from the previous cities found these two in Lystra they
convinced them to stone Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had
been dead. Listen, unregenerate men are unpredictable and moved by
every evil wind that blows. One time they are your friends, and the next
time they hate you. It can be a real see-saw experience.

givat

and said that he was a god.
claimed him to be god.

pres, infin. of eipi, | am
said, E\eyov, 3" p pl, imperf, ind, act of Aéyw to say.

Isn’t it interesting that men have always some sort of an expectation for the
arrival of God? Yet, it is clear that they have no idea what they are looking
for in God. Yet when Jesus, the Son of God came to earth how few realized
who He was. Men rejected Him. Yet, they look for God to come in signs
and miracles. Well God is coming to earth again in the not-too-distant
future, and every eye shall see Him. Who? Jesus. The same who was

13
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despised and rejected, nailed to the cross, who died, whose side was
pierced, who was buried in a borrowed tomb for three days and nights, and
raised from the dead in the third day just as the Scriptures told he would.
He, the God-man, Savior, and Judge of all the earth is coming again.

01 0&€ TPOCESOKMV aOTOV EALEY TiumpacOot §j Katamintew dpvm vekpov mi
TOAD O€ TV TPOGOOKMOVT®V Kol Bempohvtmv undev drtomov gig avTOV
ywoéuevov petafaiiopevor Eheyov Bedv avtov ivan

‘Ev 0¢ 10ig mepl 10V T0MOV EKEIVOV
7 In the same quarters
Or, And in and about that place

quarters, tonov acc, sing of Tomog; is the root of the English word, harm, in
vs. 6; meaning places, i.e. places of Asia; cf. vs. 8, 41 place/s; vs. 29 upon
rock, or rough places.

VI PYEV yopio
were possessions of the chief man of the island,
lands or fields

were, briipyev, 3™ ps, imperf of Ondpyw; Oné beneath, under + &pyw
primary, principal; is found six times in the N.T. (was, were).

possessions, yompia, nom pl of priov; Mt. 26.36; Mk. 14.32, a place called
Gethsemane; Jn 4.5, near to the parcel of ground; Acts 1.18, 19, a field;
Acts 4.34; 5.3, 8, lands; Acts 28.7, possessions.

whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously.
entertained

received, dvade&auevog, nom, sing, masc, part, aor 1, mid of o’nvaSéxoual.
Only other passage where dV(ISéXOp(Il is found:
Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac:

and he that had received avade§apevog the promises offered up his
only begotten son ...

14
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lodged, é&évicey, 3" ps, aor 1, ind, act of Eeviw; KIV, lodge, strange,
entertain.

courteously, piho@pdvag, adverb of pirodpwv; dp1rdg friend, kind, love +
dpnv understanding, mind; kindly minded (Moulton).

‘Ev 8¢ 10i¢ mepi TOV TOTOV £KETVOV DITPYEV Y®PI0 TM TPOT® THS VOOV
ovopoatt o 0¢g dvadeEdpevog MUAG TPEIG NUEPUC PILOPPOVOC EEEVICEY

8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody

flux:

sick of, cuveyduevov, acc, sing, masc, part, pres, pass of vaéxw; o v with,
by + éyw to have, hold.

lay, xataxeicOat, pres infin of kaTdkelpnat; kKaTd down + Kéipat to lay.

bloody flux, dvcevtepiq, from which we have transliterated dysentery; only
passage in the N.T. where this Greek is found.

to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him.

healed, idoato, 3" ps, aor 2,ind mid of iadpaut to heal, make whole,
whether they were broken hearted, sick, lame, diseased, or demon
possessed.

Knowing when, where, and to whom any miracle was to be performed is
unrevealed in Scripture. Not all that had devils were set free from them.
Not all that were sick were healed. A number of ministers with Paul had
fallen ill, even gravely so. (cf. Epaphroditus, Phl. 2.25-28; Trophimus,
2Ti.4.20) Timothy suffered from a long term digestive ailment. (1Ti.5.23)
Paul himself had a serious eye condition. (Gal. 4.14, 15) Why didn’t Paul
heal them or heal himself? Is it true that they lacked faith, as some today
claim? James, the Lord’s brother, informs those among whom are some
sick to pray for them, but he didn’t say anything about being healed. If that
is what we think this text says we need to read it again very carefully. The
sick are strengthened to bear it. (Ja. 5.14, 15) In Acts 19.12 it didn’t even
require Paul’s physical presence to effect healing in some. The people were

15
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bringing hankerchiefs or aprons. Not only were those with diseases cured,
but the demons were cast out as well. And earlier, it was at the shadow of
Peter that all the sick were healed and the demons fled out. It wasn’t his
will or cloths; just his shadow being cast upon them as he passed by that
way. (Acts 5.12, 15-17) It is doubtful that the apostles themselves knew
when these miracles would take place until the time came. How these
ministers of Christ came to know that they were to work a miracle is a
mystery. The time, the place, and the person to whom the miracle was to
be worked was only known by the Lord, that is until the moment came.
And just like that we have no idea when, where, nor who it is that are of
the elect of God until they come forth in faith (not life) at the preaching of
the gospel. Do you recall anyone complaining that it’s not fair that God
would heal this one but not that one? Or, have you ever heard one
complain, ‘It’s not fair that God elected these angels and not the others?’
But many complain about God’s election of grace freely bestowed upon
whom He will. Amazing inconsistency isn’t it?

Perhaps we haven’t understood that we can pray for those who are
without the Lord. (1Ti.2.1, Textually we know that it is proper to pray for all
kinds of men.) Here Paul prayed for this man, who certainly is no believer in
Christ. Remember that there is no mention of anyone coming to Christ in
faith along the entire voyage of Paul to Rome. Yet great works were done.
Why? So that God would be glorified before all men. Who knows what will
become of all of this? The Lord does.

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that
dwell therein. (Ps.24.1) This presents for us the truth that all of this is the
Lord’s work. Paul was simply planting those in whom the Lord Jesus had
through His Spirit sown the Word of life. (In Scripture the Sower is always
the Lord Jesus. No man can sow the Word of God in the heart of man.
(Mt. 13.37; 25.24-26; Lk.8.11; a. 4.36) Paul would plant those that the Lord
would bring to life here by that incorruptible seed. In Mt. 13.3-8; 19-23,
there are four soils by which all of humanity may be classified, and only
four.

The seed is the Word of God. (Lk.8.11) The Sower is the Lord Jesus, the
Son of man. (Mt.13.37) The first is the ground by the wayside, which
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represents hearts that have no understanding of the gospel of Christ. This
is a heart who receives not the Word of God, but Satan snatches it away
lest they should understand and be converted. The second, the stony
ground, represents those whose hearts experience a temporal or superficial
joy at the hearing of gospel, but eventually, because of tribulation they
become offended and the seed withers away. The third, the ground
covered with thorns, is the heart which conditionally hears the word but it
becomes choked out of the heart by the cares of this world and the
deceitfulness of riches. And last of all, the good ground, is the heart that
the Lord has prepared for hearing and receiving the word, which bears fruit
to the glory of God. (Matthew’s key word, understand, vss. 19, 23; Mark'’s,
received, vs. 20, Luke’s, keep, 8.15

gyéveto o0& 1oV matépa tod [TomAiov mupetoic kai dvceviepiq cuveyduevov
katokeichot Tpog ov 6 ITavlog eloceAbav Kai mpocsevEapevoc EmBeic Tag
YEIPOAC AT idooTo avTdHV

VTR VNoW
9 So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island,

when was done, yevouévov, ; ; eight times in the N.T. (Mt. 26.6; Acts 25.15,
when was; Mk.6.2, when ... was come; Jn.13.2, being ended; Acts 1.16,
which was; Acts 28.9, when ... was done; Ro. 1.3, which was made; He.
9.15, by means.

diseases, doOeveiag, gen sing of aoBévera; KIV, infirmities (17), weakness
(5), disease (1), sickness (1).

PO pyovTo Kai E0epamehovto
came, and were healed:
were treated (related to therapy)
came, TPOGNPYOVTO, 3" p pl, imperf of Tpooépyopnat to come unto.
were healed, £§0epamnedovto, 3" p pl, imperf, pass of Bepamedw; is found

three times in the N.T. (Lk.6.18; Acts 5.16; 28.9, were healed); is translated
in the KJV, mostly with English words heal, then cure (2), and worshipped
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(1, Acts 17.25); our English word therapy is derived from this Greek word;
this carries the sense of administered healing.

T0UTOL 0DV YeEVOUEVOD Kail ol Aotol oi &yovtec dodeveiog &v i Voo
TPOcTPYOoVTO Kal E0epamehovto

10 Who also honoured us with many honours; and when we departed,

when ... departed, dvayouévorig, dat, pl, masc, masc, part, pres, pass of

9 ’ 9 ’ . b4 9 ’
avayw; avda re-, again, above + ayw to lead; avayw, KJV, to lead up, to
bring, take up; Acts 21.1, launch; Acts 21.2, set forth; , offer, Acts 13.13
loose; Acts 18.21 sail; Acts 27.2 launched; 27.4 when launched; 27.12
depart; 28.10 have departed; 28.11 departed; Ro.10.7 to bring up ... again;
He. 13.20 that brought again.

Enédevto T TPOG TNV YPEiaV
they laded us  with such things as were necessary.
laid upon

laded, £né0evto, 3" p pl, aor 2, ind, mid of émiTiBnp; éni upon + TIONUL
to lay, appoint, ordain, purpose; cf. to vss. 3, 8.

It seems that while Publius lodged or entertained them for three days, they
did depart to another place. Remember that they had endured shipwreck
and therefore had to travel to another port. And so, as we read in the
following verse, they depart after three months. Whether that includes the
time of the entire stay or only the time waiting for a ship at port | cannot
say.

o1 Kol TOAANIC TIHOAG ETipmoay NUAS Kol dvayouévolg enébevto ta Tpog TV
ypeiav

11 9 And after three months we departed

departed, &viyOnuev, 1 p pl, aor 1,ind, pass of dvdyw; dvd re-, again,
above + dyw to lead; cf. vs. 10.

That is, they departed in a ship at a port that was at this island of Melita.
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in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered

wintered, mopaxeyeyokott, dat, sing, masc, part, perf of napaxemd(;w;
mapd by, near, about + yelpdw (y€ipa, a storm, Moulton; x etp@v, KIV
Mt. 16.3 foul weather; 24.20 flight be not in winter; Acts 27.20 no small
tempest; 2Ti. 4.21 come before winter); y eipd{w, Acts 27.18 being ...
tossed with a tempest; Tapayeipooia, see mopayetpdiw, vs. 12 winter;
Acts 28.11 which had wintered; 1Co.16.6 winter; Tit.3.12 winter.

The mention of another ship that had originated from Alexandria, Egypt.
The ship that was destroyed was of the same port.

TOPOGT|LL®D A106K00pOIg
in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux.

sign, Ttopoonu, dat sing of Tapdomnuov; Tapd near, before, by + ofjua
a mark; 3Mac.2.29, napacnuwm, symbol. (This reference to an apocryphal
book is not to be construed that | receive that, or any of its books as
inspired of God. | do not receive them as inspired because they are not
inspired.)

Castor and Pollux, Avockovpoig, dat pl of Atdokovpor; A1dg, Zeus; KoDpog
a youth.

A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, vol. 3, p, 482, ‘Castor
and Pollux were the tutelary [guardian, added] deities of sailors whose
figures were painted one on each side of the prow of the ship. This sign
was the name of the ship. So they start in another grain ship of Alexandria
for Rome.’

Metd 8¢ Tpelc puijvag aviydnuev év Tloim TapakeXEYLOKOTL £V TI] VIIO®
AAeEavopive mapacm Alockovpolg

Kol katoyOévieg &ig Zupakovoos Emepsivouey NUEPOG TPELS

12 And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days.
being brought unto
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landing, xatoybévteg, nom, pl, masc, part, aor 1, pass of kaTdyw; KaTd
according to, down, against + &yw to lead; Konciyw, to bring, bring down,
land, Ro.10.6 to bring Christ down.

we tarried, énepsivapev, 1% p pl, aor 1, ind of émipévw; éni upon, against +
névw to abide; KIV continue, tarry, abide.

Syracuse is a port city on the southeastern side of the island of Sicily just
about 100 miles NNE of Malta (Melita).

Kol kotayBévieg eic Zupakovoog Exepeivapey NUEPAS TPETG

13 And from thence we fetched a compass,
made a circuit (A. T. Robertson)

fetched a compass, nepieA@dvteg, nom, pl, masc, part, aor 2 of
nepiépyopat; mepi about, concerning + €pyopau to come; in Acts 19.13,
vagabond; 28.13, fetched a compass; 1Ti.5.13, wandering about; He 11.37,
wandered about.

fetched a compass is a phrase used three times in the Bible. (cf.
Jos.15.3; 2Ki.3.9) It means, made a circuit.

KatnvIoauey €ig Prylov
and came to Rhegium:
reached

katnvticopev; 1% p pl aor 1, ind of kaTavTdw; kaTd according to, down,
successively + ovTdw ; mostly found in Acts and translated with the

English words came (11), attain (2); the idea is reached in successive order.
Kotnvtnoopev, Acts 21.7; 27.12; 28.13.

Rhegium (present day Reggio) is located abut 75 miles NNE from Rhegium,

in Italy, at the very top of the toe of the boot, and just off of its coast is the
eastern most point of the island of Sicily, which lays just fives miles out. So
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this is a passageway that leads north along the coast of Italy in the
Tyrrhenian Sea.

There is the Aegian Sea [Turkey — Greece], Adriatic Sea [Greece —
Italy], and the Tyrrhenian Sea, following all along the coast of Italy.

Kol HET piov UéEpa
and after one day the south wind blew,
came upon [us]

south wind, votov, gen of vaTog; KIV, south (4), south wind (3);

blew, émiyevopévov, gen, sing, masc, part, aor 2 of émvyivopa; éni upon +
yivopau to come;

devtepaiot  gic [Totidolovg
and we came the next day to Puteoli:
second

next day, dgvtepaiot, nom, pl, masc of SevTepaiog, from Vo, two.

we came, AQopiev, 1% p pl, aor 2, ind of ’e’pxouou to come; KIV, are come
(1), came (8, cf. vs. 14), went (1);

f#ABopuev is found ten times in the N.T. (By Matthew twice; Luke,
eight)

Puteoli (present day Pozzuoli) is located about 200 miles to the north of
Rhegium.

00ev mepreABovTec kotvInoouey €ig Pryylov kal petda piov fuépav
EMLyEVOLEVOL VOTOL devTtepaiotl HABopey gig TTotidrovg

14 Where we found brethren,
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found, ebpovtec, nom, pl, masc, part, aor 2, act of eﬁpiO'Kw to find; is
found nine times in the N.T. and always translated with the English word
find.

This is very noteworthy. The work of Christ was pressing forward and into
the west. Not by the direct work of any of the apostles, but by the saints of
God as they moved further and further into the nations. This is Paul’s very
first time to Italy and Rome. He has never met many of these brethren face
to face, but for those who had come from there or that he had
recommended to them. (cf. Romans chapter 16.1-15) There are at least
four churches that we know of in the city of Rome. (Ro.16.1, 5, 14, 15) And
evidently they had close fellowship with each other. (Ro.16.16)

€M’ aTOIG
and were desired  to tarry with them seven days:
were comforted to abide

were desired, mopexAnOnuey, 1** p pl, aor 1, ind, pass of TOPOKANEW; the
root idea is to be called near, and so to be comforted.

Only other passage where moapexkAnOnuev is used:
1Th 3:7 Therefore, brethren, we were comforted mopekA0nuev

over you in all our affliction and distress by your faith ...

P ~ . o 9 ’ S v ’ .
to tarry, émpueivan, aor 1, infin of emipévw; et upon + pévw abide,
remain, continue, tarry.

Kol obtwg  €ig v Pounv fAbouev
and so we went toward Rome.

came, ABopev, cf. vs. 13

00 £0POVTEC AOEAPOVC TOPEKANONEY €’ avToiC Emipgivat uépac Entd Kol
ovTm¢ €ic v Pounv jAbopuev

22



The Acts of the Apostles

AKOVCOVTEG meEPL  MUAV
15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us,
concerning
about

when ... heard, dxobcavteg, nom, pl, masc, part, aor 1, act of akoVw to
hear; is found 51 times in the N.T. and translated when ... heard, when ...
had heard, after they heard, that heard, when ... have heard, having heard,
that heard, that hear, which heard, heard.

EENAOBoV  glc ambvinotv Nuiv
they came to meet us
they came out

they came, ¢EfjABov, 3" p pl aor 2, ind of é@épxoual; ég of, from, out +
€pyopnat to come;

meet, amdvino, acc sing of dndvTnog, Acts 16.16 with a spirit of
divination met us; 1Thes.4.17 to meet the Lord in the air; cf. also
adnavThoat; aor 1, infinitive of dravTdw; ané forth, of, since + dvTdw
meet; always (7 times) translated with the English meet or met. To
encounter. See also

as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked
God, and took courage.

when ... saw, id®v, nom, sing, masc, part, aor 2 of 6pciw; tdwv is found 61
times in the N.T.

thanked, evyopiotioog, nom, sing, masc, part, aor 1 of eﬁxaplo'Téw;
evyoplomoag found nine times in the N.T.[ but this once evyapiotoag is
always used in reference to breaking break, whether the Lord’s Supper or a
meal. eﬁxaplo'Téw is only once not used in reference to God. (cf. Rom
1.21)
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took, Elafeyv, 3" ps, aor 2, ind, act of A\auBdvw to receive; £Elafev is found
22 times in the N.T. (took, received, did take (1), came (2), had taken, had
received, hath received.

courage, 8dpoog, only found here in this verse; good cheer, Bapoéw (cf.
Acts 23.11) in the KJV is translated as good cheer, good comfort; found 8
times in the N.T. (7 in the gospels, 1 in Acts).

We tend to forget that Paul was a man as we are. He feared, despaired
(2Co0.1.8 A. T. Robertson, ‘at a complete loss,” as if there was no way out
but to die) and was troubled (2Co.4.8). When he was with the Corinthians
and Macedonia he was in weakness, fear and trembling. (1Co.2.3in
Corinth; 2Co.7.5 in Macedonia) | believe that he struggled with preaching
the Word to others just as we do. And you know what he did? He asked
the saints to pray for him that he might do as he ought. (Col.4.4)
Encouragement or not, he must press on, but the right words, words that
edify one who is on the upward are like putting a little extra air beneath the
wings, giving just that lift to move a forward through another day in the
conflict.

Pr 25:11 A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.

Pr 25:25 As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far
country.

Most of these brethren had never seen the Lord, but for a few that would
have met him in his earlier travels. The fame of Paul had preceded him.
Whether we know it or not a good report will go a long ways. An evil report
spreads like a wild fire, but a good one, though it might be slow to get
around, lasts and lasts.

KAKEIOEV 01 ddeLPOl dxovcavTeS Ta TEPL UMV EERABOV €ig dmavInoy UiV
dypig Anmiov @opov kai Tpidv TaPepvdv odg idmv 6 TTadrog evyapiotioag
1@ 0e® Elafev Bapcoc

€lg

16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners
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came, fi\Bopev, 1 p pl, aor 2, ind of €épy opar to come; fAOopev is used ten
times in the N.T. (cf. Acts 20.6, 14, 15; 27.8; 28.13 came, 14 went)

delivered, nap£dwmkev, 3" ps, aor 1, ind, act of nopadidwut; Tapd near,
beside + 318wt to give; KIV, delivered, betrayed (1), gave up, gave ... over,
delivered up, hath given, gave; cf. vs. 17.

8éomog, prisoners: cf. Acts 16.25, 27, 23.18; 25.14, 27; 28.16, 17.

to the captain of the guard:

captain of the guard, otpatoneddapymn, dat sing; oTpa 1o soldier + medov
ground + dpyw chief;

Lu 21:20 9 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies
otpatonedwyv, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.

but Paul was suffered

was suffered, émetpamn, 3™ ps, aor 1, ind, pass of émiTpénw; éni upon +
TpéTw cf. vs. 39; 26.1 permitted; 27.3 gave ... liberty; 28.16 was suffered.

HEVELV Ko™ €avtOvV oLV QLAGCGOVTL
to dwell by himself with a soldier that  kept him.
to continue, guarded

abide, remain

to dwell, pévewv, pres, infin of névw to remain, tarry, continue, abide. (cf.
émpévw vss. 12, 14.)

that kept, puLdccovti, dat, sing, masc, part, pres, act of puv doow to
guard.

This limited liberty, because Paul was still chained (vs. 20, Eph. 6.20 bonds
is the Greek a\voet, chain; 2Ti.1.16) to a soldier, must have been related
to the good report that Julius gave of him to the captain of the guard.

Doubtless, conditions could have been made worse. Paul was bearing the
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reproaches of Christ in his body. He was suffering wrong for having done
right.

1Pe.4.14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for
the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil
spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters.

Heb 13:13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp
(seems to mean live for Christ in the world, not just in our little
realms of houses and meetings), bearing his reproach.

‘Ore 6¢ fABopev gig Pounv 0 Ekatdvtapyog TapEdmrey ToLG dEGUIOVS TG

otpotoneddpyn t@® o6& [Tavdm énetpamn pévely Kad  £0vtoOV GOV TG
PLAACGOVTL AVTOV GTPOTIOTY
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