Acts of the Apostles
[The Ministry of Stephen (Part 2) (Acts 7:2-53)] 


II. Stephen’s Defense (7:2-53) 

Overview

	  I. Abraham and the Patriarchs (vs. 2-8)

 II. Joseph and the Egyptian Exile (vs. 9-19) 

	III. Moses, the Exodus, and the Wilderness Wanderings (vs. 20-45) 

	IV. David, Solomon, and the Monarchy (vs. 46-50) 

	 V. Application (vs. 51-53) 

      →God is free to go wherever He pleases, and to call His people from and to wherever He pleases.

      →Stephen’s accusers were making the same mistake that their fathers had.



Theses

1) God’s worship hasn’t been confined to the temple in Jerusalem.  

	-Abraham (vs. 2, 3; compare Gen. 11:31-12:4)


	-Joseph (vs. 9, 10, 12-14; compare Gen. 46:26, 27; Ex. 1:5; compare Acts 7:16 with Gen. 23:16; 33:19; 
 Josh. 24:32)


	-Moses (first forty years: vs. 20-29; second forty years: v. 30; third forty years: vs. 33, 44, 45)


	-David (vs. 44, 46-50) 


2) God’s purpose has often been missed by His people. 

	-Joseph (v. 9; see Gen. 37:1-11)


	-Moses (vs. 23-28, 37, 39-43; see Amos 5:26, 27)


	-Jesus (vs. 51-53)
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Practical Lessons 

1) We need the Spirit of God to properly understand His Word.



2) There are no real contradictions in the Word of God.



3) Stephen is a singular example of boldness in the face of opposition.



4) One of our choice blessings in this world is the promised presence of Christ by the Spirit.



5) Beware of missing God’s saving purposes.
