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Hebrews 5:1-10 
 

Hebrews 5:1 –“For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of 

men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.” 

 
1. Every high priest that is considered here are Jewish high priest from the Levitical system. 

2. .. 

 

 

5:2 – “He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with 

weakness.” 

 
1. “to deal gently” is the Greek word metriopathein 

a. the idea of moderating one’s feelings.  

b. This word stresses the mental and emotional balance that is neither cold and indifferent 

nor uncontrollably sensitive. 

c. This word is a compound of: 

i. Metrios – moderately, slightly, a little 

ii. Pathos – suffering, a passion, or inordinate affection or lust 
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2. There is one article (tois – “with those”) used for both “ignorant” and “going astray” so these 

words describe the same person or the same group. 

a. “Ignorant” is agnoeo 

i. (from “a” which basically means “no-“ or “non-“ and “nous” which means “to 

exercise the mind, to comprehend, to perceive, think or understand.”) 

ii. So this word means to not know, not understand, or to be ignoran 

b. “Going Astray” is “planao” and means: 

i. “To roam from safety, truth or virtue.”   

ii. “To go astray, deceive, err, seduce or to go out of the way.”  

3. The priest must balance leniency with severity and encouragement with rebuke. 

4. One of the weaknesses of the priesthood of Aaron was found in: 

a. Leviticus 16:6 – “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make 

atonement for himself and for his house. 

b. Leviticus 16:11 – “Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall 

make atonement for himself and for his house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for 

himself.” (16:11-14) 

c. Leviticus 16:17 – “No one may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make 

atonement in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself 

and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel.” 

5. Before the priest could make atonement for the people by offering the goat for the sin offering 

and sprinkling its blood behind the veil of the holy of holies the Priest had to first enter the holy 

of holies with the blood of a bull for his own sins and those of his house. 

a. In Leviticus 16:20 Aaron would lay his hands on the goat and confess the sin of the 

people 

 

5:3 – “Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for 

those of the people.” 

 
1. God always instituted a priesthood and assigned the individual priests. 

2. If a priest had access to the Holy God surely God would be the one to make the selection and 

set the criteria. Men could not appoint one of their own sinful humans to approach God.  Thus, 

a priesthood and the priest must be selected by God. 

3. If God did not choose a priest then there would be no priesthood between man and God. 
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5:4 – “And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron 

was.” 

 
1. The problem with Jesus was he was from the tribe of Judah and not Levi. 

2. The author must show that any priest is a priest only because God has called him. 

3. The priesthood of Aaron does not have the market on priesthood. 

4. They are priests only because God called them and appointed them. 

5. In fact, originally the priesthood was to be the oldest from each family and God negotiated for 

the Levites.  

a. Ex. 13:11-13- ““When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore 

to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, you shall set apart to the LORD all that 

first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the 

LORD’s.” 

b. Numbers 3:40-41 (3:40-51) – “And the LORD said to Moses, “List all the firstborn males 

of the people of Israel, from a month old and upward, taking the number of their names. 

And you shall take the Levites for me—I am the LORD—instead of all the firstborn 

among the people of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstborn 

among the cattle of the people of Israel.” 

 

 Now, the author shows that Jesus had his own calling and it came from God. 

 

5:5 – “So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him 

who said to him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’;” 

 
5:6 – “as he says also in another place, ‘You are a priest forever, after the order of 

Melchizedek.’ ” 
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1. Psalm 2:7 

2. Genesis 14:17-20 

 

5:7 – “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverence.” 

 
1. Jesus not only has the call to the priesthood he also can sympathize with men because he 

himself has experienced it. 

2. In the garden Jesus’ prayer was answered since he asked for God’s will or only for what was 

possible with the Father’s will. (Matt. 26:39) 

3. Prayers are expressions of need 

4. Supplications are urgent requests 

 

5:8 – “Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.” 

 
1. Huios means “son” and there is no definite article in the Greek before “Son”. 
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a. For example, in Hebrews 1:2 “son” is written to mean “his Son”: 

 
b. Here in 5:8 it means Son, as in “Although he was Son, he learned obedience…” 

c. Jesus learned obedience as a man, even though he was Son, the title Son of God, 

Messiah, eternal God. 

2. Isaiah 50:4-9, the obedient servant of God 

 

 

 

 

5:9 – “And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him,” 

 
1. Teleiotheis  =  “complete” or “perfection” is not a moral term here but a reference to the 

completed experience. 

2. Jesus “completed” the human experience. And, so, he could represent mankind as a full and 

complete member of humanity. 

 

5:10 – “being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 
1. Jesus is the high priest because: 

a. he has the call from God 

b. he has the human experience. 
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