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WCF Chapter III

5. ... God, before the foundation of the world was laid ...  hath chosen 
[some], in Christ, unto everlasting glory ...

6. … God hath appointed the elect unto glory … Wherefore, they who 
are elected … are redeemed by Christ, are effectually called unto faith
in Christ by his Spirit, … are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by 
his power, through faith, unto salvation.
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WCF Chapter X

1.  All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, 

He is pleased … effectually to call, by His word and Spirit, … to grace 

and salvation, by Jesus Christ; enlightening their minds spiritually and 

savingly to understand the things of God, taking away their heart of 

stone, and giving unto them a heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and, 

by His almighty power, determining them to that which is good, and 

effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ
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Four Terms

1. Purpose
2. Requirement
3. Proof
4. Motive
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Purpose 
Eternal Salvation/Holiness

Eph 1:4

God: “I chose to save [sinners] by my Son to bring them, 
through his mediation, to eternal glory. But in doing so I 

purpose and decree that they shall be holy and unblameable 
before me.”

Those ordained to salvation were also ordained to be holy.
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Ephesians 1:4 (ESV) 

4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. 



Requirement

If we are not personally … holy … we are not one of those … who 
have been chosen to salvation.

Rom 8:29; Heb 12:14

To expect to get to heaven without holiness is to expect God to 
change his eternal decree and purpose. It is to expect God to cease to 
be God and merely to fall in with the sinner’s desire to remain sinful.
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Romans 8:29 (ESV) 
29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers. 

Hebrews 12:14 (ESV) 
14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without 
which no one will see the Lord. 



Proof
The only evidence of our election to life and glory is holiness.

2 Pt 1:3-11

If we intend to be in eternal glory, we must make every effort to be holy 
and without blame before him.
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2 Peter 1:5–7, 10-11 (ESV) 5 ..make every effort to supplement 
your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and 
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness 
with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. … 
10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your 
calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will 
never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you 
an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 



Motive
The sovereign and ever to be adored grace and love of God in election 
provide powerful motives to holiness:

Gratitude
Humility
Compassion
Contempt for the world
Assurance
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Gratitude
The only way we can show our gratitude to God is to please him with 
holiness of life.

Psalm 107:8

Psalm 116:12

Giving thanks unto the Lord assumes that we do indeed follow Him as 
our Lord.
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Psalm 107:8  Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men!

Psalm 116:12  What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward me?—



Humility
God chose us, not because there was any good in us, but when we 
were, because of sin, good for nothing.

Colossians 3:9–10, 12
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Colossians 3:9–10, 12 (ESV) … seeing that you have put off the 

old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, 

which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its 

creator …  12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 

and patience, 



Compassion
How dare we entertain unkind, sevier thoughts, maintain animosities 
and enmities against any whom God has chosen to grace and glory?

Ephesians 4:32
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Ephesians 4:32 (ESV)   32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 



Contempt for the world
Did God choose us to make us kings and emperors in the world?

1 Corinthians 1:26–29
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1 Corinthians 1:26–29 (ESV)  26 For consider your calling, brothers: 

not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many 

were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what 

is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 

the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 

things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the 

presence of God. 



Assurance
Divine election gives us assurance that notwithstanding all 
oppositions and difficulties we may meet with, we shall not utterly 
and finally be lost.

Romans 8:38–39
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Romans 8:38–39 (ESV)  38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, 

nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



THE HOLY SPIRIT Commanded to be Holy
Chapter 24

John Owen



Definition of Holiness
1 The renewal of God’s image in us

Ephesians 4:22–24

2. Wholehearted obedience to all of God’s will

Titus 2:11–12
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Ephesians 4:22–24
22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of 
life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in 
the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after 
the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

Titus 2:11–12
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 



Requirement of Holiness

Under the covenant of works:  Perfect holiness in all we think, feel 
and do is required of us.

Under the covenant of grace:  God requires holiness but tempered 
with grace and mercy: It is for Christ’s sake alone that God accepts 
what we do though it falls far short of legal perfection.

Romans 10:4
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Romans 10:4  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to everyone who believes. 



Achievement of Holiness

Everything necessary to enable us to obey is given us.

2 Peter 1:3

Power and ability to obey are not to be found in ourselves, but in 
Christ.

John 15:5
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2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain 
to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to 
his own glory and excellence, John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. 



Summary

The knowledge of God’s gracious election of a people for himself 
is a powerful motive for living a life of obedience that pleases 
him.

Holiness is still a requirement, and God commands us to be holy 
as He is holy. But He also enables us, through Christ, to do so.
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