Scripture Reading: Luke 15:1-32 “Then all the tax collectors and the sinnerdrew

near to hear [Jesus]. 2 And the Pharisees and scribesnaplained, saying, "This Man
receives sinners and eats with them." 3 So He spoke siparable to them, saying: 4 "What
man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of thedmes not leave the ninety-nine
in the wilderness, and go after the one which is losintil he finds it? 5 And when he has
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And wén he comes home, he calls together
his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice W me, for | have found my sheep
which was lost!' 7 | say to you that likewise there will b more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who el no repentance.

8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses ercoin, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she find®i® And when she has found it, she
calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoe with me, for | have found the piece
which | lost!" 10 Likewise, | say to you, there is joy irthe presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents."

11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 12 And theoyinger of them said to his
father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls tane.' So he divided to them his
livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathereall together, journeyed to
a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodig@ling. 14 But when he had
spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, ancklbegan to be in want. 15 Then he
went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, ad he sent him into his fields to feed
swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach witthe pods that the swine ate, and
no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himselg baid, 'How many of my
father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, dn perish with hunger! 18 | will
arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, lhave sinned against heaven and
before you, 19 and | am no longer worthy to be called your soMake me like one of your
hired servants." ' 20 And he arose and came to his fatheBut when he was still a great way
off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran andlfen his neck and kissed him.
21 And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against &gen and in your sight, and am
no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 But the fatherad to his servants, 'Bring out the
best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hanénd sandals on his feet. 23 And
bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat ad be merry; 24 for this my son was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found." Andely began to be merry.

25 Now his older son was in the field. And as he came adckw near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants aagked what these things meant.
27 And he said to him, "Your brother has come, and because has received him safe and
sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.' 28 But he w&s angry and would not go in.
Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29¢&he answered and said to his
father, 'Lo, these many years | have been serving you; | nevansgressed your
commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young gaduat | might make
merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours cameho has devoured your
livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him." 31 And he said to him, 'Son, you
are always with me, and all that | have is yours. 32 It was righthat we should make merry
and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, andas lost and is found."”
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"God’s Prodigal People”

Chapters 15 & 16 of the Gospel of Luke brings us to a ses of parables that are
unique to Luke. Itis important to remember that they are not just some odds and
ends that Luke throws in before Jesus reaches Jerusalenhluke has made it clear
that he is giving an orderly account to his friend Theophils, and the message is
simple and profound...

» A message critical for each of us as individuals and onkat is world changing
at the same time!

-- Jesus has come to save His people from their sins!
-- These people become the Church
-- And through the Church the Kingdom of Christ will fill the whole earth!

Luke has 3 major sections & here Jesus is on His final joaney to Jerusalem at His

appointed time . Jesus continues teaching along the way, cionting to reinforce the
simple and profound message of His Kingdom, You will atssee in the notes, that

Luke makes a careful note of WHO Jesus is addresses ditlydfive different times in
less than 3 chapters. Last week brought a message diredtat the multitudes which
helped us better understand how we are to evangelizeettost

» This week we have three parables given to these religioleaders, calling them
to repentance, & teaching us once again to beware of thealven of the
Pharisees!

All three are VERY familiar and as such we must be carefl to see them in this
proper context!

» There are many lessons, but we must NOT miss the cealtipoint Jesus wants
to make with these parables

Luke sets the scene by pointing out that sinners andx collectors were gathering
around Jesus to listen... Good news indeed since Jesus juss called them to faith
telling them to count the cost of discipleship as wew last week.

» This is something that should have gladdened the hearts thfese shepherds of
Israel, like seeing a great hall filled to overflowing wit those wanting to hear
the Good News.

Sadly such was not the case with these Scribes & Pharisegho have become false
shepherds in Israel... “the Pharisees and scribes compiad, saying, "This Man
receives sinners & eats with them."

Luke tells us that Jesus responds to them directly:
“So [Jesus] spoke this parable to them, saying:”
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Jesus then tells the story of the shepherd who goes laad for the one lost sheep and
the story of the woman who lost her coin. Because He addressing these hardened
religious leaders we must remember that the central pot is intended to answer their
murmuring

> IF men go looking for lost sheep or women search for lbsoins...
How can it be wrong for the Son of God to go looking for Idpeople?!

These religious leaders whose ‘rules’ kept them fromegjoicing when a man or
woman was healed on the Sabbath now murmur when Jesus wano save their
souls!

> Bad theology ALWAYS leads to very bad results!

This complaining from the Pharisees and Scribes is noew: We saw it back in Luke
chapter five where we read in verse 30 “And their scries and the Pharisees
complained against His disciples, saying... "Why do You eatnd drink with tax
collectors and sinners?"

» Remembering the answer Jesus gave them then will help agoid some
common errors related to these parables:

Luke 5:31 Jesus answered and said to them, "Those who anell have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick. 32 | have not come taltthe righteous, but
sinners, to repentance." Obviously, Jesus was NOT sayinlgat these hypocrites were
healthy and not in need of the Savior. Here, Jesus iSON implying in these new
parables that these religious leaders, or any man or womaoutside of Christ, is
righteous or that all the children of Adam are NOT lost

» The focus of both these parables is the joy of findinghat was LOST not on
what remained in the possession of the owner!

BUT with both parables we see Jesus presenting the iredible contrast to these
grumbling Pharisees:

-- Something is lost
-- There is a great search
-- There is a happy finding
-- There is abounding JOY

In verse ten Jesus confronts them directly by saying, “I say tgou, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over ONE sinner who repts!”

Back in Chapter 11, Jesus said in “blessed are those whear the word of God and
keep it!”

» The point that Jesus has made in response to their comjatés could not be
clearer
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Jesus now tells one more parable to challenge them to prenby respond:

It is perhaps the most famous of all the parables, one thaan be used to teach many
truths... BUT one that we must also remember was given T@ese same Pharisees
and Scribes

We know it as the parable of the Prodigal Son and | have plageoff of that for my
sermon title of God’s Prodigal people, because THAT ho Jesus is addressing!

> In reality, we will see that in its proper context thisparable should be better
titled, the parable of the Two Lost Sons!

First this parable repeats and humanizes the lesson Jeshas just taught: Now we
are dealing with two sons, not sheep or coins. We seeoa svho is lost and then is
found and there is much rejoicing, just as Jesus saithé¢re should be. Obviously
there are many lessons to be learned: We see in the ygen son the problem of all
mankind, reminding us that we continue to labor underthe sin of Adam.

The younger son demanded his portion before the propdimme, just as Adam had
grasped for the knowledge of good and evil before he was rgadWithout the proper
maturity and wisdom the attractions of the world consumedll that he had, expended
we are told on riotous living: He was drawn to his own destction much like | see
moths going toward that blue light | have hanging in my yardhat is surrounded by
an electric grid!

God has blessed us here at Church of the King with mgnyoung people, so we should
take special note of the important lessons we have here:

Young children must be taught to not leave their parerg presence

Young adults must have the patience to learn wisdom and gromature before they
take on the full responsibilities of life on their own:

» True maturity is shown by how the challenges of life arenpperly handled,
NOT by charging out and showing that you can do things on youswn!

Young people must wait for God to reveal to them the marriageartner they are to
enjoy for the rest of their lives: They should remain pre and use only proper
Biblical means to find their spouse. Without patience rad maturity, they can ruin
what should be one of the most joyous part of life by grasng for cheap sexual
thrills:

» This is why warnings against sexual sins are so prominent Proverbs

> Itis ALSO why we see all the joys of a right relationsip as Christ’s love for the
Church is described in the Song of Solomon

Young married couples can bring on a lifetime of grief by nobeing patient in
building a strong foundation for their relationship and looking to the wisdom of the
older men and women that God puts in their lives.
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We can have various problems in our vocations or homemaking e are not patient,
and counting the cost of what we are setting out to do:

Again, gaining wisdom from the older men and woman that Gogblaces in our lives is
So important!

And yes, even in the church this can be a problem, ifewefuse to learn the lessons of
history, which is something Pastor Wilkins will focus orat camp next month.

> It is easy to see why this parable is so popular and hasgbably had more
sermons preached from it than any other!

We can see in this story how God reaches out to His chosames, using even
something like a famine to place them where they need be so they are brought to
repentance!

We have not even gotten to the loving father and forgivenessid the other lessons
that can be learned

» BUT even with all of these great lessons, we must rembsr where this parable
Is told and to whom Jesus is addressing it so that wen't miss the central
message!

Last week Jesus challenged the multitudes to become Hisciples and now some are
responding which upsets the religious leaders.

» Jesus as He did with the first two parables, makes itehr that there should be
MUCH rejoicing when a sinner repents!

In the first two parables, we saw the Angels rejoicerhen just ONE sinner repents
and now in the final parable we again see much celebratiorHere we have a father
who RUNS to his son showering him with hugs and kisses!

Then he commands, bring out the best robe and put it ohim, and put a ring on his
hand and sandals on his feet. Bring the fatted calf herand kill it and let us eat and
be merry! The contrast with the murmuring of these reigious leaders could not be
clearer!

Jesus has shown them that they are in sin and now the qties is how will they
respond... Jesus calls them to properly respond with thatroduction of the second
son in His parable:

» This is NOT a story of one lost son and one faithful son...
It is the parable of two lost sons

One went forth and sinned openly in the world, the otlr remained at home with a
hardened heart:

» The older son clearly represents the Scribes and Pharis that Jesus is
confronting.



WE need to remember that people are just as likely to falhto his sin as we are the
sin of the younger son!

» One can keep outward appearances, attend church faithfylland not sin
openly and still have a very hard heart!

Am | being too hard on this older son? | think not... First Jesus shows that he is in
the same position as the hardened religious leaders the pdule is addressed too: The
son wants to know what all the raucous is about and it idearly explained to him:

The proper response would have been to come on in and jdime celebration because
his lost brother had been found!

» He does not and in fact we are specifically told that, “hevas angry and would
not go in!”

Just as he did by running to his younger son, this lovingather now comes to the
oldest reaching out and encouraging him to do the right ting... This should remind
us how Jesus was pictured as a mother hen!

How does this oldest son respond? First we see the @idf the Pharisees when he
proclaims, “Lo, these many years | have been serving you; lewer transgressed your
commandment at any time.” This pride then turns to atta& the loving father: “yet
YOU never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry witimy friends!”

» The oldest son accuses him of being an ungrateful father:
» Does the father who Jesus presents in this story souhkle an ungrateful father
to you?
The father’s response again takes us back to that picturef the mother hen... “Son,
you are always with me, and all that | have is yours.”

The father appeals to his son just as Jesus does to Hmenant people which we will
see again as He enters Jerusalem on Psalm Sunday. Jesus we&pr Jerusalem
knowing that their destruction is coming shortly, despiteall of God’s blessings.

Paul mentions these blessings in Romans chapter thraght in the midst of proving
that both Jew and Gentile are guilty before God:

3:1: “What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the prdfof circumcision?
2 Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were commeét the oracles of God.
3 For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief nake the faithfulness of God
without effect? 4 Certainly not! Indeed, let God be truebut every man a liar.”

» God HAS been faithful down through the ages and the appaied time for Jesus
the Messiah to be the sacrifice for sin in Jerusalem hasvme

» These Pharisees and Scribes that Jesus is confronting wen a position of
great privilege just like the oldest son in the parable
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They had forgotten the purpose of their privileged posibn and could not bring
themselves to rejoice when a sinner repented:

> As was this oldest son, they were angry and refused to moin the celebration

Jesus ends this parable abruptly and it leaves us asking thight question:
» What did this oldest son do?
Jesus wants these Scribes and Pharisees to confront tmgportant question!

So must any who have hardened their hearts in a like mannso they cannot rejoice
in the love and grace of God!

Again we end with another reminder of Biblical evangelism There is a time to stop
talking and turn the sinner over to the Holy Spirit!

Last week speaking to multitudes that included many Saaritans Jesus showed how
we are to evangelize those outside of God’s covenant wdr@ searching

Now we have seen the need to also evangelize those Wwaldened hearts who reside
within the covenant...

Let us be those who faithfully proclaim that the Messih has come!

Communion Meditation:

Psalm 23: " The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want2 He makes me to lie down in
green pastures; He leads me beside the still watersH@ restores my soul; He leads
me in the paths of righteousness For His name's salkéYea, though | walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil; FoYou are with me; Your rod
and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table befe me in the presence of
my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over6 Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And | will dwell in the house of the

Lord Forever.”



