The Acts of the Apostles
[Wed. August 26, 2015] Acts Series, Acts 28.17-31 — Craig A. Thurman

The book of Acts covers a period of 30 years, 20 of which Paul had been apostle to
the Gentiles. We are now, in the history of Acts, at about the year A.D.62; eight
years from the coming of the prophesied destruction of Jerusalem. It is recorded
by some that Paul wrote his letter to the Roman saints about the year A.D.58. (cf.
Albert Barnes’ Notes chronology of Acts) In that letter he acknowledged at least
five churches that were in Rome. (cf. Romans chapter 16)

In our last lesson Paul arrived to Italy. When ship made the port at Puteoli, Italy,
the work of Christ had preceded Paul, because when he arrived he found
brethren in the Lord there who had opportunity to minister to him in such a way
that the Scriptures note that he thanked God and took courage (cheer). (28.15) It
may have been that on account of their hospitality to Paul and Julius that decision
was made to remain here for seven days. Doubtless, Julius saw in Paul more than
just a man. He saw the Lord. Needless to say, Julius never had a prisoner as this
man. During this seven day reprieve it seems that some of the brethren there
went forward into Rome and brought word to the saints that Paul’s coming was
near. Therefore we read that they of Rome were able to come out to Paul as far
as Appii Forum and the Three Taverns. (28.15) Once reaching Rome Julius
delivers the prisoners over to the captain of the guard, but Paul was allowed to
dwell by himself with a soldier that guarded him. This brings us up to day to enter
into the closing part of our study and the final message in this Acts series.

‘Eyéveto o0& HETO MUEPOG TPETS
17 9 And it came to pass, that after three days

ovykoaAécactar Tov [Tadiov tovg dvtag Tdv Tovdaimv TpmdTOLG
Paul called the chief of the Jews together:

called ... together, cuykoréoacOat, aor 1, infin, mid of ovykakéw; oV by,
together, with + ka\éw to call;

ovveADOVTOV dE aOTOV
and when they were come together,

when ... were come together, cuoveAOOVT®V, gen, pl, masc, part, aor 2 of
quépxouou; ovv together, with + ’e’pxoual to come; KIV Mt. 1.18 came
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together; Mk.14.53 with ... were assembled; Lk.23.55 which came with;
Jn.18.20 resort; Acts 1.21 have companied with; Acts 9.39 went with; Acts
10.27 that were come together; Acts 11.12 go with; Acts 15.38 went with;
cf. 25.17.

Eleyev PO avTONG
he said unto them,

said, E\eyev, 3" ps, imperf, ind, act of Aéyw to say; 66 times &\eyev is used

in the N.T.
TO|COC 0VO&V
Men and brethren, though | have committed nothing against the people,
before
in the sight of

though ... have committed, momacag, nom, sing, masc, part, aor 1, act of
motéw to do; is found 22 times in the N.T.

against, évavtiov, adverb (cf. évavTi); KIV, before, in the sight of: cf.
é)\vawiog, KIV Acts 26.9; 27.4, contrary; Mk.15.39, over against.

or customs of our fathers,

customs, €0eowv, dat, pl of ’éeog; a custom [a habit or arrangement of
practice] Lk.1.9, manner (Acts 15.1); 7 times in Acts (6.14; 15.1; 16.21;
21.21; 25.16; 26.3; 28.17)

Only other passage where €0eotv is found:

Ac 21:21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the
Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that
they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the
customs £0¢o1v; these refer to sacrifices and the feast days or
festivals.

Paul, taking the initiative, reaches out to his Jewish brethren and informs
them of the events that have led to his being brought as a prisoner to
Rome. Nothing that Paul did among the nations or in Jerusalem ever
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violated even the customs of the Fathers or the Jewish people to this time.
He is not being crafty or deceitful when he states this to his brethren in the
flesh who reside at Rome. It is necessary for us, in light of this
consideration, to remember that the issue of the continuance of the law of
Moses for Jewish believers had yet to be revealed to him and them by the
Word of God. Yes, Acts chapter 15 settled the issue of the Law as a matter
of righteousness for the Gentiles, there is no question. However, chapter
21 did not settle the matter of the law as it related to the nation of Israel.
That chapter clearly tells us that the Law and those sacrifices and festivals
were all still being practiced, and they believed it to be proper for them as
believing Israelites. The abolishment of the Law in its entirety for all
believers in Jesus Christ, both Jew and Gentile, is about to be revealed in
clearest terms by the time that Paul’s post-prisoner epistles are written.
The writing of those epistles go beyond the scope of the history of the book
of Acts. Those epistles are Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians,
and Hebrews; as well the personal epistles written to Timothy (2Timothy),
and Philemon.

An early letter that might be offered as an objection to this
understanding is 2Co.3.7. This is a particular reference to the 10
Commandments, Ex. 34.28. Second Corinthians is a letter to the
Gentiles. The full issue for the Gentiles, as it is related to the Law of
Moses, was completely settled in Acts 15. Refer to our study @ Acts
21.1-26, pp. 817-823; 21.27-22.30, pp. 827-831, where we gave this
greater consideration. All of this is available in both audio and
written media at sermonaudio.com; search Hidden Hills Sovereign
Grace Baptist Church

&g elg tac yelpag TV Popaiov
yet was | delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.

was ... delivered, mapedo0nv, 1% ps, aor 1, ind, pass of nopadidwput; cf. vs.
16.

‘Eyéveto 6¢ peta nuépag tpeig ovykarécacor tov [Tadiov Tovg dvtag Tdv
Tovdaiwv TpdToLE CLVEADOVT®VY dE ADTMV EAEYEV TPOC ADTOVE BVOPES
aderpol Eyd 000&v évavtiov momocoag T® Aad 1 Toig €01y T0lC maTpdOLg
déopog €€ Tepocorvpwv mapedddny &ig tac yeipag TV Popaiov
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18 Who, when they had examined me,
Festus, Agrippa and Bernice (his sister)
with the chief captains, principal men
of the city (25.23)

when ... had examined, dvaxpivoavtéc, nom, pl, masc, part, aor 1, act of
dvakpivw; dvd re-, again, above + kpivw to judge, determine; KIV Acts
24.8; examine, search, discern, judge, question.

gBovlovto  dmoAdoo
would have let me go,
to free me.

would, £BodvAovTo, 3" p pl, imperf of Boulopau to will, purpose.
have let ... go, dmoAboay, aor 1, infin, act of dmoAbw; to have sent forth.

It was Agrippa to Festus that suggested that Paul might have been released
had he not appealed to stand before Caesar’s judgment seat. (Acts 26.32)
But those without Christ are fickle being subject to the powers of darkness.
On the one hand they could say that had Paul not appealed to Caesar we
could have let him go, but moments earlier they would have desired to
show the Jews a pleasure (25.9, 10), which would have subjected him to
those liers in wait to kill him. (23.21) Rather, we know that all of this is
being directed and overruled by the Lord.

o Bavartov &v guoi
because there was no cause of death in me.
case, fault, accusation

¢ I . N e
was, vrapyew, pres infin of vdpy w; cf. vs. 7 were.

cause, aitiav, acc sing of aiTia, is a cause (Mt.19.3), fault (Jn.18.38), case
(Mt.19.10), accusation (Mt.27.37); crime (Acts 25.27), and is found nine
times in the book of Acts (Acts 10.21; 13.28; 22.24; 23.28; 25.7, 18, 27,
28.18, 20).
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ottveg avakpivavtéc pe EfovAovTo amoidoal did TO undepiov aitiov
Bavartov vhpyew &v Euot

19 But when the Jews spake against it,

when ... spake against, avtileydvtwv, gen, pl, masc, part, pres, act of

9 ’ b ’ . . ’ b / .
QVTINEYW; ALV TL against, anti- + Aéyw to say; avTikéyw, is found ten
times in the N.T.: Lk. 2.34, which shall be spoken against; 20.27, which
deny; Jn. 19.12, speaketh against; Acts 13.45, spake against ...
contradicting; 28.19 when ... spake against; 28.22, is spoken against; ro.
10.21, gainsaying; Tit.1.9, gainsayers; 2.9, answering again.

When Paul was in Caesarea, remember that Felix had required his accusers
to come to him. Those accusers did not come. And the Jewish leaders
were complicit in setting up an ambush to kill Paul if Felix would only send
him back to Jerusalem again.

nvaykaceonv gmkaréoacOor Kaiocapa
| was constrained to appeal unto Caesar;
was compelled

was constrained, qvoyxkéoOny, 1% ps, aor 1, ind, pass of dvaykdgw; KV,
Mt.14.22; Mk.6.45, constrained; Gal. 6.12, constrain; Lk. 14.23, compel;
Acts 26.11, compelled; 2Co.12.11, have compelled; Acts 28.19; Gal.2.3, was
constrained; Gal.2.14, compellest.

to appeal, émkorécacOar, aor 1, infin, mid of émikaéw; éni upon +
Kaléw to call (four times in this chapter, 11, 12, 21, 25; then 26.32; 28.19);
cf. vs. 25, for the only other place where émikaiecapévov is used.

Sometimes, perhaps better it would be to say most of the time, we do not
know what we should do and simply respond to the moment because we
are constrained. There was no clear revelation from the Lord that showed
Paul how he was going to arrive to Rome. But the Lord had promised that
he would. Therefore, through this and an infinitude of little things, that
seem to be so insignificant, the will of the Lord was done. Paul had, what
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appeared to be, no other alternative but to say, ‘l appeal to Caesar.” He
didn’t know what else to do, but what he did was right. What if he had said,
yes, | will go to Jerusalem? Then, doubtless, the Lord would have worked
all of those things out for His good and God’s glory. Php 2:13 For it is God
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. Why did
Paul appeal to Caesar? Because it was the Lord working in Him to will to
make that appeal. Isa 59:1 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that
it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear ...

Exwv T Kot yopficot
not that!  had ought toaccuse  my nation of.
possessed anything

had, £xwv, nom, sing, masc, part, pres of ’éxw to have, hold;

accusers, KOLTnyépmg; always translated accusers; from this word we have
the English category. In Acts see 23.30, 35; 24.8; 25.16, 18; also cf. to the
verb, kaTnyopéw (Acts 24.2, 8, 13, 19; 25.5, 11, 16; 28.19.)

to accuse, xotnyopiicay, aor 1, infin, act of kaTnyopéw.

How Paul loved his nation. He wasn’t looking to bring the nation before the
authorities of Rome. He was simply trying to maintain his ministry of
preaching the death, burial, resurrection, ascension and coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

avTIleyovIov 0& TV Tovdainv vaykactny énkalécactor Kaicapa ovy ¢
T00 £€0voug pov Eymv Tt Katnyopticat

S todTnV oDV aitiav TOPEKOAESH  VUOG
20 For this  cause therefore have I called for you,

s 7 . S v
cause, aitiav, acc sing of aiTia, cf. vs. 18.
y d . ’
have I called for, mapexdiesa, 3 ps, aor 1, ind, act of Tapakaléw;

napekdieca, KIV, Acts 28.20, | have called for; 1C0.16.12; 2C0.12.18,
desired; 2C0.12.8; 1Ti.1.3, besought.
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to see you, and to speak with you:
to speak to

) ~ . N e /
to see, 1d€lv, aor 2, infin of opaw.

to speak, tpocAaAfjoat, aor 1,infin of TpoaAakéw; Only other passage
where Tpoo aXéw is found is, Acts 13.43 speaking.

gvekev  yap dAvowv
because that for the hope of Israel | am bound with this chain.
for the sake of | am compassed about

Paul’s chain: Eph.6.20 in
bonds is the same Greek
here; 2Ti.1.16

for, &vexev, adverb of éveka; KIV, for, for ... sake, cause; for causes, by
reason of.

I am bound, mepikeyan, 1% ps, pres, ind; mepl concerning, + keyon to lay [a
child, an axe, a baby, the dead]; set [a city, water pots, for the defense, a
throne], appoint; nepikeal, KIV, Mk. 9.42; Lk. 17.2, hanged about, He. 5.2
is compassed with [infirmity]; 12.1 compassed about [with so great a
cloud of witnesses].

Remember this is the key to the offense of Israel to the gospel. That only
those who believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God is a
proper expectation of the blessed and glorious resurrection to life coming.
And as we would expect we find three times that this matter comes up by
Paul in the book of Acts. Here in our present text, and:

Paul’s original apprehension:

Ac 23:6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees,
and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and
brethren, | am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and
resurrection of the dead | am called in question.

When Paul stands before Festus and Agrippa:
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Ac 26:6 And now | stand and am judged for the hope of the promise
made of God unto our fathers ...

The offense: they took great offense at being charged with shedding
innocent blood, and that book being the very Christ of God who came to
them.

Ac 2:23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain ...

Ac 3:14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a
murderer to be granted unto you;

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead;
whereof we are witnesses.

The first Sanhedrin Council:
Ac 4:2 Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached
through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

The second Sanhedrin Council:

Ac 5:28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not
teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your
doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.

Stephen’s message:

Ac 7:52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and
they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just
One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers ...

In the synagogue of Antioch, Pisidia,

Acts 13.28 And though they found no cause of death in him, yet
desired they Pilate that he should be slain.

29 And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took
him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre.

30 But God raised him from the dead:
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S10 TodTNV 0OV TV aitiay mapexdresa VUG 0Ty kol Tpochuijoar Everev
vOp Thc éAmidog Tob Topani v dAvcty TavTnV TePikeLpLoL

PO AVTOV
21 And they said unto him,

amo mePL cod
We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee,
from

received, 85e£6ueba, 1% p pl aor 1, ind of 8éyopat to receive.

letters, ypappoza, nom and acc pl of ypdupa; KIV, letters (2), learning (1),
scriptures (1).
oV POV TTEPL
neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm  of thee.
evil
Or, hurt [to our
nation; see below]

that came, mapoyevopevog; nom sing, masc, part, aor 2 of tapayivopar;
napd beside, near + yivopau to be, to do, to come; this verb tense is
used twelve times in the N.T. (Lk.14.21; Acts 5.21, 25 came; 9.26 when ...
was come; 10.32 when ... cometh; 10.33 that ... art come; 11.23; 24.24
when... came; 18.27 when ... was come; 23.16 went; that came 28.21;
He.9.11 being come; (12 times in the N.T.; 11 of which are by Luke.)

shewed, amnyyeiley, 3" ps, aor 1, ind, act of o’mayé)\)\w to show, bring,
tell, declare.

spake, EAGANGEY, 3" ps, aor 1, ind, act of A\a\éw to speak.
Any harm, meaning that they had not heard anything whereby the nation

of Israel had received injury through the things that Paul had said or
done.
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o1 8¢ mpdc avtov gimov, Hueic obte yphppoto mepi 6od £5eEaueda dmd ThC
‘Tovdaiog obte mapayevOUEVOS TIG TOV AOEAPDY AT YYEIAEV T EALAANGEV TL
nePL 6o TOVNPOV

a&lovpev o€ napd 6od dkodoor @ (PPOVEIC
22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest:
it is fit or meet about savorest

. [} ~ t o b /
we desire, Eloduev, 1% p pl, pres, ind, act of a&16w to deserve, esteem.

to hear, axoboay, aor, infin, act of dkovw; 17 times in the N.T. (to hear [16],
should hear [1]).

thinkest, @poVeig, 2" ps, pres, ind of povéw to savor, understand, mind,
regard; is found three times in the N.T. and translated twice thou savorest
(Mt.16.23; Mk. 8.33) and this once thou think;

mepl
for as concerning this sect,
division or schism in Israel

aipéoewg; gen sing of alipedig; always translated as sect or heresy;
aipéoewg is used only 3 times, and always translated sect, in Acts: 15.5.

24.5; 28.22.
0t mavtayod AvTiAéyeTal
we know that every where it is spoken against.

in all places [where this sectis] it is contradicted or gainsaid

know, yvootov, nom, sing, neut of Yyvwo T6s; KIV, acquaint, know,
notable,; cf. vs. 28

everywhere, movtayod, adv of ndsg, all; KIV, everywhere (1), in all places (1).
spoken against, avtiléyetay, 3 ps, pres, ind, pass of dVTINéYw; AV TL

against, contrary + Aéyw to say; KIV, Lk.2.34, which shall be spoken
against; 20.27, which deny; Jn.19.12, speaketh against; Acts 13.45, spake

10
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against; Acts 13.45, contradicting; vs. 19, when ... spake against; Ro.10.21,
gainsaying; Tit. 1.9, gainsayers; Tit.2.9, answering again.

a&lodpev o€ moapd cod drxodoot 0 PPOVEIG Tepl UEV VAP THG AiPECEDS TAVTNG
YVOOTOV £0TIV MUV OTL TAVTOYOD AVTIAEYETOL

23 9 And when they had appointed

when ... had appointed, Ta&duevotl, nom, pl, masc, opart, aor 1, mid of
Taoow; KIV had appointed; set; Acts 13.48 ordained, Acts 15.2
determined; addicted.

PO oWTOV €ig TNV Eeviav
him a day, there came many to  him into his lodging;

lodging, Egviav, acc sing of Eevia; ; Phile. vs. 22 lodging

gEetifeto OLOLULOLPTVPOUEVOG ™V Bacireiov Tod Beod
to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God,
set forth thoroughly witnessed

expounded, £Eetifeto, 3" ps, imperf mid of ékTiOnu1; ék out, from, of +
11BN to appoint, purpose, ordain, set, commit; ékTiBnut is found four
times in the N.T., and only in Acts: 7.21, when ... was cast out; 11.4; 18.26;
28.23, expounded.

TelBw nepl a6 te 0D vouov Mwoémg
persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses,
from

nelBwy, nom sing masc, part, pres, act of meiBw; twice is found in the N.T.
(Acts 19.8, and persuading the things concerning; Paul was doing the very
same thing when he had gone into the synagogue in the city of Ephesus.)

Kol OV TPOENTAV Gmd  Tpwi  Eng EoTEPIC
and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.

11
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Ta&pevol 88 avTd Muépov frov TpdC avTodv gic THV Eeviav mheioveg oig
€€etifeto drapaptupouevog TV Pactieiay Tod Beod nelbwv Te adTOvg TA
niepi 70D Incod dmd te Tod vopov Mwcimc Kol Tdv TpoenTdV Gnd Tpmi Emg
EOTEPQG

24 And some believed the things which were spoken,

believed, éncifovto, 3" p pl, imperf, mid of me1Bw; persuaded, confident,
trusted, obeyed. meiBw is the root from which we have our English word
faith. It matters not whether we say persuasion, faith, trust, obey. It is all
the Lord that brings forth this in His own people, the elect.

were spoken, Aeyouévolg, dat, pl, neut, part, pres, pass of Néyw; is found in
Acts8.6, which ... spake; Acts 13.45; 27.11; 28.24, which were spoken; He.
8.1 things ... spoken.

The only way that we can know when anyone has received life from above,
has been born again. Faith is the evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit in
them. No man is persuaded by any means to the truth concerning Christ
without the Holy Spirit’s work.

John Owen, The Works of John Owen, vol. 3, p. 315,

‘[A] work of the Holy Spirit we must, therefore, inquire after as
whereby the mind is effectually renewed, the heart changed, the
affections sanctified, all actually and effectually, or no deliverance
will be wrought, obtained, or ensue, out of the estate described; for
notwithstanding the utmost improvement of our minds and reasons
that can be imagined, and the most eminent proposal of the truths of
the gospel, accompanied with the most powerful enforcements of
duty and obedience that the nature of the things themselves will
afford, yet the mind of man in the state of nature, without a
supernatural elevation by grace, is not able so to apprehend them as
that its apprehension should be spiritual, saving, or proper unto the
things apprehended. And notwithstanding the perception which the
mind may attain unto in the truth of gospel proposals, and the
conviction it may have of the necessity of obedience, yet is not the
will able to apply itself unto any spiritual act thereof, without an
ability wrought immediately in it by the power of the Spirit of God; or

12
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rather, unless the Spirit of God by his grace do effect the act of
willing in it.’

and some believed not.

believed not, nmictouv, 3" p pl, imperf of dmioTéw; KIV, believed not, did
not belijeve.

The truth is some, few will believe, and some, most will not. What about
those who do not believe?

Joh 10:26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as |
said unto you.

Joh 12:39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said
again,

40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and
be converted, and | should heal them.

Joh 6:40 And this is the will (not the wish, the hope, the pleading) of
him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth
on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last
day.

Peter calls this the grace of life:

1Pe 3:7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel,
and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be
not hindered.

Concerning the Jews’ unbelief. They couldn’t understand the O.T.
Scriptures except the Lord removed the vail upon their hearts.
2Co.3.14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth
the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament;
which vail is done away in Christ.

13
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15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their
heart.

16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken
away.

We should be clear. Itis not that the Lord’s leaves men as they are that
condemns them. All men are condemned for their sin already. Should the
Lord do nothing men what they are due. God cannot be blamed for leaving
men to receive what they deserve for their sin. It is grace that makes it
otherwise. It is because of His grace, not obligation, that we are saved from
this awful state and restored to a perfect standing in Christ before God.

Kai ol pev €neiBovto T0ic Aeyouévolg ol o0& NmicTouV

25 And when they agreed not among themselves,
And being they had disagreement to one another

agreed not, docouemwvol, nom, pl, masc of o’w'tiutbwvog; a negative particle
+ oVv by, together, with + dwv" voice; see also, , cuvpdpwvéw, KIV, shall

agree, agree together.

they departed,
were released

b 4 d . /
departed, dmehdovto, 3™ p pl, imperf, pass of dmorvw, sent away, released,

let go.
pripo &v
after that Paul had spoken one word,
when or as meaning, a summation of a statement or saying

after that ... had spoken, €in6vtog, gen, sing, masc, aor 2, part, act of ¢nw; is
found five times in the N.T. (Mk.1.42, And as soon as he had spoken;
JIn.18.22, And when he had thus spoken; Acts 26.30, And when he had thus
spoken; Acts 28.25, after that Paul had spoken one word; Acts 28.29, And
when he had said these words);

14
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Koidg o TPOG
Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,

spake, ELdAnocey, 3" ps, aor 1, ind, act of A\aXéw to speak.

AcOHP®VOL O dvTeg TPOG AAANAOVG dmeAbovTo eimdvtog Tod [Taviov pripa
&v 611 KaAdg 10 mvedua 10 dylov ELdAncev 610 Hooiov Tod Tpo@itov Tpog
TOVG TTATEPOG NUDV

[TopgvOntt TPdOg TOV AaOV TODTOV KOl €1E

26 Saying, Go unto  this people, and say,
Proceed (not said, my people, because they are rejected as

a nation. cf. Mt. 13.1)

adkofj]  GKoVGETE KOl OV LT GUVIiTE
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand;

hearing, dxofj, dat sing of dkodw, to hear.
ye shall hear, dxobvoete, 2" p pl, fut, act of ; dkoVw.

understand, cuvijtg, 2" p pl, aor 2, subj of cuvinut; ooV by, together +
Inut Moulton, to send. So, to be able to assimilate the information.

and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:

Mt 13:13 Therefore speak | to them in parables: because they seeing see
not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.

Our Lord is telling the disciples that if | spoke openly of these things
they wouldn’t understand them anyway. So ‘I allegorize.’

14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye
shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not
perceive:

15 For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their

15
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eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and
should be converted, and | should heal them.

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

17 For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have
desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them,

We should note that there is also a distinction made between the
servants of God who lived in different times. Some truths were not
revealed to our forbears, not because they were in unbelief, but
because it wasn’t given to them to understand them.

1Pe.1.10 9 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should
come unto you:

11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but
unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported
unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the
angels desire to look into.

The blessing for hearing, seeing, and understanding is closed to those
who are not of the faith, but in the past it was also true that the
LORD had not chosen to reveal particular truths.

Da 12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the
book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro,
and knowledge shall be increased.

What is it that Daniel could have done to shut up the words and to
seal this book? Perhaps he is not to apply himself to trying to discern
those details. Otherwise | do not know what it can mean. In other
words he might be encouraged not to spend his efforts trying to
understand those things that were written within. But the Lord, too,
closed up those words and sealed that book until a specific time:

16



The Acts of the Apostles

Da 12:9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are
closed up and sealed till the time of the end.

and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. (And
then immediately our Lord begins to tell the parable of the Sower.)

Our Lord spoke in parables because the general audience couldn’t
understand the message anyway, and especially because the time had
come to manifest to His disciples things that had been kept closed since the
foundation of the world.

Mt 13:35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet,
saying, | will open my mouth in parables; | will utter things which
have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.

Paul spoke with greatest clarity of the kingdom of God, and of the Lord
Jesus Christ from the prophets all that day and most still did not understand
his reasoning. Understanding is a spiritual gift.

John Owen, The Works of John Owen, vol. 3, p. 331, 332,

‘He is said to give us an understanding: 1John v.20, “The Son of God
is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him
that is true;” which he doth by his Spirit. Man by sin is become like
the beasts that perish, which have no understanding,” Ps. xlix.12, 20.
Men have not lost their natural intellective faculty or reason
absolutely. Itis continued unto them, with the free though impaired
use of it, in things natural and civil. And it hath an advance in sin;
men are “wise to do evil:” Jer. iv. 22; for naturally, “there is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God,” Rom. iii.11. It
is corrupted not so much in the root and principle of its actings, as
with respect unto their proper object, term, and end. Wherefore,
although this giving of an understanding be not the creating in us
anew of that natural faculty, yet it is that gracious work in it without
which that faculty in us, as depraved, will no more enable us to know
God savingly than if we have none at all. The grace, therefore, here
asserted in the giving of an understanding is the causing of our
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natural understandings to understand savingly. This David prays for:
Ps. cxix.34, “Give me understanding, and | shall keep thy law.” The
whole work is expressed by the apostle, Eph.i.17, 18, “That the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: the eyes of
your understanding being opened (KJV, enlightened, cf. Ge.3.5, when
they were closed; added); that ye may know what is the hope of his
calling,” etc. ... “The eyes of your understanding being opened.”
There is an eye in the understanding of man,—that is, the natural
power and ability that is in it to discern spiritual things. But this eye
is sometimes said to be “blind,” sometimes to be “darkness,”
sometimes to be “shut” or “closed;” and nothing but the impotency
of our minds to know God savingly, or discern things spiritually when
proposed unto us, can be intended thereby. It is the work of the
Spirit of grace to open this eye, Luke iv.18; Acts xxvi.18; and this is by
the powerful, effectual removal of that depravation of our minds,
with all its effects, which we before described. And how are we made
partakers thereof? It is of the gift of God, freely and effectually
working it ...”

Aéyov TTopebOntt Tpdg TOV Aadv ToDTOV Kol €1me, AKOT] AKOVCETE KOl OO [N
ovvijte kol BAEmovteg PAEYETE Kail o0 un 1omTe

(continuing on with the text from Mt. 13.15)
27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross,

fat

is waxed gross, émoyovon, 3" ps, aor 1, ind, pass of naxﬁvw; only other
place, Mt. 13.15.

LXX, 1Ki.12.10, thicker (little finger); Ps. 144.14 fat (oxen); Ez.34.3 fat
(animals for sacrfices)

and their ears are dull of hearing,
heavy
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dull, Bapéwg, adverb of Bdpog; KIV translates Bdpog as, burdened, weight,
burdensome; the adverb , Bapéwc is only used in Mt.13.15.

hearing, ikovcay, 3" p pl, aor 1, ind, act; very often the aorist indicative act
is translated into the simple present tense verb.

and their eyes have they closed;

have ... closed, éxaupvocay, 3" p pl, aor 1, ind of kapupdw; again, only found
in Mt. 13.15; LXX, Is. 6.10, closed; 29.10, close; 33.15, shutteth.

This is all that the natural man can do and will do unless the Lord makes a
change within. Their hearts are fat so that senses are shut away from the
truth of the Word of God. They willfully close their eyes and their ears.
This is Israel, and this is all men without Christ. For if this was not so, if it
were otherwise the Lord would heal them. Why? Because by the
manifestation of hearing they show that they have received life from above
(Jn.3.3, 7; 1Pe. 1.3, 23), and in living they shall be able to apply the Word of
God to their lives as a balm which is a remedy for our present experience in
this body of sin.

Balm is a healing ointment:
Jer 8:22 Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why
then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?

lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with
their heart, and should be converted, and | should heal them.

We make no appeal to the undone nature of man to respond to the things
of God. We have no prayer that should be prayed. There are no acts that
men can do. God must bring, through His own power, those whom He
wills, to life or else they shall continue in unbelief.

gmouvon yop M kapdia Tod Aaod ToVLTOL Kol Toig MGV fapéme iKovoov Kol
TOUC OPOAALOVS ATV EKAUULGOY UITOTE I0WGTY TOIG OPOAALOTC Kol TOIG
MGV AKOVCMGY Kod Tf) Kopdig cuVACY Kol ETCTPEY®SY Kol idompLot
aOTOVG
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28 Be it known therefore unto you,
(cf. vs. 22, yvwo T6V)

that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.

is sent, AmecTAAN, 3 ps, aor 1, ind, pass amoooTé\\w; is found three
times in the N.T. (Lk. 1.26, was sent; Acts 13.26, sent; 28.28, is sent).

will hear, axobvoovtay, 3™ p pl, fut, mid of dkobw. This is stated as a matter
of fact. The gentiles had been hearing of the Lord’s salvation, and that they
would continue to hear it for some time to come.

Acts 13.46, 47.

Paul informs his Jewish, unbelieving brethren that the salvation of the Lord
has gone forth to the nations. It was in the beginning of the book of Acts
that a good number of them had come to faith in Christ (Acts 2.41; 4.32),
and the numbers continued to increase for some time. (21.20) But as the
gospel went into the nations it appears that fewer of them began to
respond in a positive way at the hearing the gospel of Christ. (28.24) This
small cluster of believing Jews are refered to as the remnant in the book of
Romans. (Ro.11.5) This sets before us the truth that the nation, as a whole,
has been temporarily rejected. When once this work of God was restricted
to the nation, now it has moved beyond the people of Israel and into all of
the nations of the earth until the fulness of the Gentiles come into the New
Covenant. Then the Lord shall turn to Israel and Israel shall be saved as a
nation (Ro.11.25-27; Ez. 20.35; 36.26-28; Re.12.6)

YVOOTOV 0DV E6Tm VIV 811 T0i¢ E0vesty dmeoTdAn 1O cmTplov Tod Ogod
avTol Kol AKoOGOoVTaL

29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed,
departed, nfi\0ov, aor. 2 ind of drépyopat; went forth;
&yovteg ocv{tnow &v

and had great reasoning among themselves.
guestioning, disputing, enquiring
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ouvnTNoews gen sing of cv{NTNOo1S; Acts 15.2, 7 disputing; Acts 28.29
reasoning ... themselves. The verb, cvEnTéw, is translated with English
words such as, question, reasoning, enquire, and dispute.

kol Tadta avtod gindvroc, anfjAbov oi Tovdaiot, TOAATNV Eyovieg &v £0VTOIG
cu{now
&v 10l pobopoatt
30 9 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house,

dwelt, &uewvev, 3™ ps, aor 1, ind of pévw

hired house, usbmuarti, dat sing of niocBwpa; see also n1oBOg, there is the
hired servant; the hireling; hiring.

and received

received, Amed£YETO, 3" ps, imperf of dnoSéxoual; amné forth, from, since
+ Séxopou to receive, take, accept; This word is only used by Luke. Once
in the gospel at Lk.8.40; then Acts 2.41; 15.4; 18.27; 24.3 accept; 28.30;
otherwise always translated with the English word receive.

EIGTOPEVOUEVOLG TTPOG AV TOV
all that came in unto him,

Whether Jew or Gentile came, he received them.

Luke ends this historical account of the account of the apostolic period on
the note that Paul would likely be released from this present imprisonment.
It appears that he was. (cf. Phl. 1.27, ... that whether | come to see you ...;
2.24, But | trust in the Lord that | also myself shall come shortly; Phile 22, ...
for | trust that through your prayers that | shall be given unto you.) It was
during his final imprisonment that he wrote 1 & 2 Timothy. Here he has no
hopes of release, but rather of receiving capital punishment. (2Ti.4.6 ... the
time of my departure is at hand.

guewvev 0¢ 0 [TadAog dietioy OANV €v 10i® oOOpOTL Kol ATedEYETO TAVTOG
TOVG EICTOPEVOUEVOVE TPOG AVTOV
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Knpovocwv Vv Pactieiov tod Beod Kol S100cKMOV 0 mePL
31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern

100 KVpiov Incod Xpiotod
the Lord Jesus Christ,

The message to both Jew and Gentiles is the same message. Notice this is
the same message spoken to his Jewish brethren in-the-flesh in verse 23.
The only distinctions that might be made in either case, is if there is some
familiarity with some concepts of Scripture. In the case of the Jews, they
would have some familiarity with the Old Covenant and terms related to
that. But the truths and the message was identical for all men.

HETA TAOMS TappNoIiag, AKWAOTWS
with  all confidence, no man forbidding him.
without hindrance (Green’s IGNT)

confidence, Ttappmaoiag, KIV, openness (nothing to hide), freely (nothing to
constrain), boldly (nothing to fear), confidently (nothing to be ashamed of).

no man forbidding him, dkwhTws, adverb o negative particle + kw\bw
KIV, Mt.19.14, forbid; Lk.11.52, hinder; Acts 11.17, withstand; Acts 27.43,
kept; Ro.1.13, was let; He.7.23, were not suffered; only place found in the
N.T.;

Knpovoowv Vv Pactieioy 1od Beod kai didackmv ta mepi Tod Kupiov Incod
~ \ ’ ’ b ’
Xp1otod, HETA TAO NS TAPPNO1AS, OKWANITWS

What great topics were discussed as we studied verse by verse through the book
of Acts? This study began on January 8, 2014. What are the things that we
learned?

The gospels being the pre-resurrection account of Jesus Christ with His

people, Acts is the post-resurrection account of Jesus Christ with His
people
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Writer is Luke, the beloved physician

Peter’s ministry, first half of Acts; Paul’s, last half Paul

Tongues and their purpose, 2.3, 33; 10.45 (p.400)

No baptismal regeneration, 2.38

Baptized believers proper candidates for church, 2.27; 9.18, (p.135, 325)
Sending Jesus, synonymous expression, coming of the Holy Spirit, 3.20
Filling of Holy Spirit, 4.8; 6.8 (always related to membership, p.72, 81, 182)
No communal lifestyle, 4.31-37 (p.102)

Church property, 4.32 (p.106)

No redistribution of wealth, 4.35 (p.110)

How contributions are made, 4.35 (p.113)

Faith, baptism, church membership: non-mention of children, 5.15 (p.138)
Deacon appointments & service, 6.2-6 (p. 170)

Ordination to the ministry, 6.7 (p.180)

Angels appear as men, 6.15 (p.195)

400 year chart of Israel’s sojourn in the land as strangers, 7.1

Jerusalem church suffers physical persecution, 8.1

Discussion on how to constitute a church, 8.1 (p.238)

Filling versus indwelling of Spirit, 9.17 (p.309)

Healing, a sovereign act of God, 9.34 (p. 363)

Gospel outreach to the Gentiles, Acts 10 (p. 375)

The term ‘Easter,’” into the Scriptures, 12.4 (p.446)

Paul’s 1°" missionary journey, 13.5 (p. 489)

Law settled for Gentiles, 15.1 (p.545)

Paul’s 2™ missionary journey, 16.1

Christians may appeal to civil law for protections, 16.37 (p. 621)

Paul’s first letter written, the Thessalonian letter, 18.1

Paul’s 3 missionary journey, 18.23

Example of rebaptism, 19.1, (2021, concluded that there was no rebaptism,
See Acts 19 study.)

Paul taken prisoner, 20.16

The issue of the law regarding the Israelites is not settled, 21.20-22

Paul’s 4™ missionary journey, but possibly not his last, to Rome as prisoner,
27.1

This concludes a series of 48 messages preached through the book of Acts.
(January 8, 2014 - August 26, 2015, a period of 19 months.) All of these are
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available at sermonaudio.com in both audio and .pdf formats. Search Hidden Hills
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church. My hope is that the Lord might use this to help

the saints of God to grow more in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

—In Him because of grace,
Craig A. Thurman
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