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Introduction: Jesus uses three parables to demonstrate the failure of the religious leaders in Jerusalem to 
respond to God’s call and the consequences of their failure for Israel. He contrasts those who presume that 
they have a right to their privileged position and those who instead find themselves unexpectedly 
promoted – those who the religious leaders particularly despised as being unfit for the kingdom. 

I. Two Sons – vs. 28-32 
A. The Vineyard – Isaiah 5:1-7 
B. A Man and His Sons 

1. The First – regret  
a. Said No 
b. Regretted – metamelomai  

1) To become concerned afterwards, to think differently after, to change your mind 
2) Repentance 

c. Went 
2. The Second – false profession  

a. Said Yes 
b. Didn’t Go 

3. Which Did the Father’s Will? 
C. Tax Collectors and Prostitutes – Luke 18:11 

1. The most despised people is society 
2. They don’t belong in the kingdom of God 
3. They will go first? (instead, enter and then the door will be shut) 
4. Those who do not do the Father’s will do not enter the kingdom – Matt. 7:21-23 

D. John’s Authority 
1. The Right Way – the way of life according to the will of God 
2. You did not believe him – Matt. 3:7-10; Luke 7:29-30 
3. You rejected Divine authority – vs. 25 
4. Jesus vindicates John’s message and authority and denounces the faith and practice of 

the religious leaders – they had profession without possession – no fruit 
II. Wicked Vinedressers – vs. 33-46 

A. God’s Vineyard 
1. Workers/Tenants 
2. Servants – the prophets – Jer. 7:25-27; 2 Chron. 24:20-21; Matt. 23:29-36; Heb. 11:32-38 
3. The Son – killed outside the city 

a. God’s last Word after the Prophets – Heb. 1:1-2 
b. The Head of the Corner – Eph. 2:19-22 

B. What Will Happen When the Father Comes? 
1. Destruction due to Rejection of the Son – Psa. 118:22-23; Isa. 28:16; 1 Peter 2:6 
2. Kingdom taken and given to another ethnos – One New Nation – Dan. 7:27; Eph. 2:14-

18; Rev. 5:9; 1 Peter 2:4-10 
3. Our Relationship with the Stone – broken or crushed – Isa. 8:14-15; Daniel 2:35, 44-45 

C. They Perceived He was Talking about Them 

New King James Version (NKJV) Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



Cross References 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

5 Now let me sing to my Well-beloved A song of my Beloved regarding His vineyard: My Well-beloved  
has a vineyard On a very fruitful hill. 2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, And planted it with the  
choicest vine. He built a tower in its midst, And also made a winepress in it; So He expected it to bring  
forth good grapes, But it brought forth wild grapes. 3 “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of  
Judah, Judge, please, between Me and My vineyard. 4 What more could have been done to My vineyard  
That I have not done in it? Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, Did it bring forth wild  
grapes? 5 And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it  
shall be burned; And break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will lay it waste; It shall not  
be pruned or dug, But there shall come up briers and thorns. I will also command the clouds That they  
rain no rain on it.” 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, And the men of Judah are  
His pleasant plant. He looked for justice, but behold, oppression; For righteousness, but behold, a cry for 
help. 

Luke 18:11 

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 

Matthew 7:21-23 

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the 
will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

Matthew 3:7-10 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 9 
and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able 
to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. 
Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

Luke 7:29-30 

29 And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with 
the baptism of John. 30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having 
been baptized by him. 

Jeremiah 7:25-27 

25 Since the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have even sent to you all 
My servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them. 26 Yet they did not obey Me or incline 
their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers. 27 “Therefore you shall speak all 
these words to them, but they will not obey you. You shall also call to them, but they will not answer you. 

2 Chronicles 24:20-21 

20 Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, who stood above the 
people, and said to them, “Thus says God: ‘Why do you transgress the commandments of the Lord, so 



that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the Lord, He also has forsaken you.’ ” 21 So they 
conspired against him, and at the command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the 
house of the Lord.  

Matthew 23:29-36 

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn 
the monuments of the righteous, 30 and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have 
been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’ 31 “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves 
that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt. 
33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell? 34 Therefore, indeed, I send 
you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will 
scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, 35 that on you may come all the righteous 
blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, 
whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 36 Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will 
come upon this generation. 

Hebrews 11:32-38 

32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and 
Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings 
and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented— 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 
in dens and caves of the earth. 

Hebrews 1:1-2 

1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in 
these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He 
made the worlds; 

Ephesians 2:19-22 

19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of 
God in the Spirit. 

Psalm 118:22-23 

22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. 23 This was the Lord’s doing; 
It is marvelous in our eyes. 

Isaiah 28:16 

16 Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation, A tried stone, a 
precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; Whoever believes will not act hastily. 



Daniel 7:27 

27 Then the kingdom and dominion, And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, Shall be 
given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And all 
dominions shall serve and obey Him.’ 

Ephesians 2:14-18 

14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of 
separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He 
might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 
And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 18 For through 
Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 

Revelation 5:9 

9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You 
were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation, 

1 Peter 2:4-10 

4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you 
also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in 
Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to 
shame.” 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, “The stone 
which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling And a rock of 
offense.” They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 9 But you are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people 
but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

Isaiah 8:14-15 

14 He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense To both the houses of Israel, 
As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 And many among them shall stumble; They shall 
fall and be broken, Be snared and taken.” 

Daniel 2:35 

35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like 
chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. 
And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 

Daniel 2:44-45 

44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has 
made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is 
sure.” 


