
EXPOSITION OF ISAIAH 

 

Message #38                                                                                                          Isaiah 28:14-29 

 

A couple of weeks ago a poll was taken and it concluded that over 60 percent of the population 

believes that this year will be a terrible year for a swine flu epidemic.  In that same poll, over  

60 percent also believe that they will not ever get the disease and that there is nothing to worry 

about. 

 

There are some people who live with a life philosophy that says it can never happen to me. 

But you can be relatively certain that the moment you say this, it is sure to happen to you. 

This is especially true when it comes to God.  That was pretty much the philosophy of Judah. 

They watched the Assyrians sweep into Israel and destroy them and said that cannot ever  

happen to us.  Well it can happen, it did happen and it is going to happen again. 

 

WHEN JUDAH SEES THE NEGATIVE PROPHETIC   JUDGMENTS   COME 

AGAINST ISRAEL, THEN SHE NEEDS TO KNOW THAT THEY WILL ALSO  

COME AGAINST HER, BECAUSE SHE IS BEING LED ASTRAY BY HER 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND SHE REFUSES TO TURN TO THE WORD OF  

GOD AND JESUS CHRIST. 

 

When God’s people see God doing a series of negative things to people who laugh at His Word, 

they had better learn it is important to take the Word of God seriously. 

 

This text has always been of great interest to students of prophecy, and when you carefully  

crawl through this text, there is much in it that cannot be seen as being fulfilled during the  

days of Sennacherib but will most definitely be fulfilled during the days of the   Antichrist  . 

 

The people of Judah were not interested in hearing the Word of God any more than the people  

of Israel.  As John Martin said, “They too were scoffing at God’s revelation through Isaiah” 

(Isaiah, Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 1078).  We have had some in Israel who have 

downloaded some messages from Isaiah.  But the majority of people in Israel arrogantly think  

they do not need to really believe the written Word of God or to hear an exposition of the book  

of Isaiah.  Most rabbis will never take Jewish people through a careful exposition of God’s Word. 

 

The tragedy was it was the leadership of Jerusalem that was leading the way in the unbelief.  As 

John Oswalt said, these verses shift the emphasis to the “leaders in Jerusalem” (Isaiah, p. 319). 

I am convinced that this is the great tragedy of our day.  Religious leaders are leading people to 

ways of unbelief.  Just look at most “faith” sections of newspapers and things being presented 

and promoted are utter nonsense that will lead people far away from truth.   

 

Just recently a major entertainer died and the whole world went into mourning.  One religious 

leader said, “We know he is looking down on us right now.”  Now my question is this - What 

possible evidence can you offer that would indicate that?  He was involved in a false religion; his 

religious guru was from a false eastern religious system; he never once testified of his love for 

Jesus Christ or the written Word of God.  Why would a religious leader assume this person is in 

heaven looking down?  Yet most of the world is duped into believing the lies of religious leaders. 

 



This chapter breaks down simply into two simple points of communication: 
 

COMMUNICATION POINT #1 – What the   leaders   were saying to the people.  28:14-15 
 

The religious leaders of Jerusalem were so far removed from God and His Word that they did not 

fear death and they did not even fear hell.  They were actually trying to give people a false sense 

of security.  In fact, these leaders of Jerusalem were saying several things and presenting four 

false messages: 
 

False Message #1 - We have nothing to worry about because we have made a covenant with  

                                       death  .  28:15a 
 

The covenant that is being referred to here is the futuristic covenant that Israel will make with 

the Antichrist which is referred to by Daniel (Daniel 9:27).  She will believe that she is safe 

because she has entered into this peace covenant with this European world leader.  During 

Isaiah’s day, the religious leaders were telling their constituency that they had nothing to worry 

about.  They were safe.  They were secure.  Truth is, they were on the verge of destruction. 
 

False Message #2 - We have nothing to worry about because we have made a pact with 

                                       Sheol  .  28:15b 
 

Again, this has serious eschatological ramifications.  She will believe that she doesn’t have to 

worry about death or hell, because she will actually be duped into believing that her Messiah is, 

in fact, the Antichrist.  But what Israel will soon learn is that she has made a pact with the Devil.   
 

The arrogance is seen in that these leaders strutted around with an optimism even in the face of 

death and hell.  They actually thought, as Calvin said, that because they had just dismissed all of 

the threats of God concerning death and hell that they were out of danger (Isaiah, Vol. 7, p. 287). 

 

False Message #3 - We have nothing to worry about because   judgment   will pass us by.   

                                    28:15c 
 

They believe that the “overwhelming scourge” of the enemies will pass them by.  The ultimate 

fulfillment of this will be during the Tribulation when the Antichrist is actually in the promised 

land.  He will headquarter himself there and the people of Judah will think they are secure. 
 

False Message #4 - We have nothing to worry about because we have   deceived   everybody.  

                                    28:15d 
 

What was actually happening is that the religious leaders were lying about what God’s Word 

said and they were leading people to find security in their lies and distortions. 

 

The religious leaders led the people into believing their instruction rather than the Word of God 

and the people were finding their security in that.  When you find your security for your eternity 

on anything other than God’s Word, you are finding security in lies. 

 

One of the biggest lies propagated by religious leaders is that you never have to worry about any 

judgment.  The lie that says God loves everybody just the way they are is a distortion that will 

lead people right into hell.   



COMMUNICATION POINT #2 – What   God   says to the people.  28:16-29 

 

God’s message to the people was totally opposite of what their leaders were telling them.   

There are fourteen specific messages God had for His people: 

 

Message #1 - God is giving the people   one   stone to believe in which will save them.  28:16 

 

This is a critical key to interpreting this text.  There is only One stone in whom Israel must place 

her faith for salvation.  It is Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 3:11).  He is the only One who has been 

tested and approved and those who believe in Him will escape judgment.  Those who do not 

believe in this only cornerstone of salvation had better fear death and they better fear hell. 

 

There are not multiple ways to be right with a Holy God.  God has laid one foundation stone  

and it is Jesus Christ and those who believe in Him will never be disappointed (I Peter 2:6-8).  

He is the only way to salvation and security.  Any religious leader leading you away from 

trusting totally in Him is leading you in the way of a lie. 

 

Message #2 - God has made His justice and righteousness the level for   judgment  .  28:17a 

 

Israel needs to realize that God’s standard is His righteousness and His justice.  In other words, 

the only way to a secure relationship with God is to meet His standards and since none of us  

can ever meet those standards, the only chance we have is to place our faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

If any person gets before God and thinks that he can measure up to God’s righteous line of 

measurement, he is fooling himself.  Only One meets God’s standard of righteousness and  

it isn’t us; it is Jesus Christ. 

 

Message #3 - God will send His judgment that will sweep away all the religious   lies  .  28:17b 

 

God’s judgment gets at the truth of things.  There is only one way to salvation - faith in Jesus 

Christ.  Anything else is a lie from hell.  This world is filled with a broad path of lies that will 

lead you to destruction.  God’s judgment will sweep away all false confidences in one major 

judgment. 

 

Message #4 - God will send His judgments that will flood the   secret   place.  28:17c 

 

Every secret thing will be judged in view of the righteous standards of God, and those who do 

not meet the standard had better fear death and better fear hell.  There will be no secret place for 

people to hide when God’s judgment comes. 

 

Judgment typically does not come instantly but gradually.  But once the flood tide of judgment 

comes, no one can stop it. 

 

Message #5 - God has canceled their covenant with   death  .  28:18a 

 

It is interesting to note that it is actually God who will sovereignly control even the canceling of 

the covenant in the middle of Daniel’s 70
th

 week.  The Antichrist will break the covenant, but it 

will be due to the sovereign plan and program of God. 



 

These religious leaders laughed at sin and told the people that they had nothing to worry about. 

God would just love them and pass over all their transgressions.  But the proof that God does  

not do this is that people die.  One by one people die and the reason they die is because they are 

sinners (Romans 5:12). 

 

Message #6 - God has toppled their pact with   Sheol  .  28:18b 

 

God will break down her life pact and many will be killed and sent to hell.  If a person rejects 

Jesus Christ, he must live his life with a distorted lie that says, “I have nothing to worry about.” 

This kind of person tries to dismiss the concept of hell from his or her mind.  But no matter what 

a person believes or is taught, hell is a real place and those who reject Jesus Christ will be thrown 

into it. 

 

Message #7 - God will trample them with His scourging   judgment  .  28:18c 

 

The point of this is that when one least expects it, God’s judgment comes.  The wicked God-

mockers seem to enjoy their moment in the sun, but all of a sudden their world collapses and 

God’s scourge of judgment tramples them all. 

 

Message #8 - God will bring every judgment against them   day   after   day  .  28:19a 

 

The Tribulation will be ferocious day after day.  The language here means that judgment comes 

quickly and continually.  It is constant and there is no pause in the action.  If a person rejects 

Jesus Christ, he will end up burning in hell in total terror, day after day and night after night. 

 

Message #9 - God’s judgment will bring sheer   terror   to His people as they begin to understand  

                          what it means.  28:19b 

 

What is revealed here is very scary.  Sometimes it takes the terror of the judgment of God  

to bring people to the point where they understand God’s Word and doctrine.  During the 

Tribulation people will realize we are experiencing the ferocious wrath of God (Revelation 6:16). 

People will be seized with total and complete terror.   

 

Message #10 - God’s people will understand what they trusted in was greatly   lacking  .  28:20 

 

What they trusted in for comfort came up short and their security blanket was too small.  For a 

while it seemed to work, but Israel will come to the place where she will realize that her security 

is in the Lord.  If you try to cover your sin with anything but the blood of the Lamb, you will 

discover you have the wrong blanket.  You will receive the full brunt of the wrath of God. 

 

Message #11 - God would send His judgment from a specific   geographical   spot.  28:21 

 

One reason why God’s work will be “extraordinary” or “strange” is because places that one time 

were considered to be places of wonderful blessing will become places of terrible cursing.  Now 

the two places specifically named here were places where God had previously given Israel great 

victory and great protection.  David had a great victory over the Philistines at Mount Perazim  

(II Samuel 5:17-21) and Joshua had a great victory over the Amorites at Gibeon (Joshua 10).   



God says I’ll bring my judgment against you right out of the same areas that once brought 

victory and protection to you.  God can protect His people or punish His people at exactly  

the same spot. 

 

Message #12 - God warns His people to stop   scoffing   at His Word and his servant.  28:22 

 

God warns that people who mock His Word and His messengers will be given a stronger 

judgment.  Isaiah says in this verse that he did not speak these things himself, but he heard  

them from the Lord God of Hosts, from Adonai Jehovah Sabaoth.  The people in Israel were 

laughing at Isaiah as he presented prophetic truth, and Isaiah said you need to realize that I got 

this message from God.  I have had two ministers tell me they would not go through the book  

of Isaiah for people in their church didn’t really want to go through it.  It was too prophetic. 

That is exactly the same attitude Isaiah faced.  God says do not make sport of Me or My Word  

or I will crush you. 

 

Message #13 - God exhorts His people to pay careful attention to His   Word  .  28:23 

 

There is absolutely no doubt that God places a high priority on His precious Word.  God can 

protect you and He can punish you.  God can deliver you or He can destroy you.  God can free 

you or He can enslave you.  Pay careful attention to His Word. 

 

Message #14 - God exhorts His people to clearly understand His   purposes  .  28:24-28 

 

The judgment of God has a source and it is God.  The judgment of God has a goal and it is to  

rid the world of the arrogance and the evil and to bring to this earth a harvest of meek and mild 

believers who love to be instructed properly from the Word of God. 

 

God’s purpose for His people will not always be judgment.  God uses some agricultural 

metaphors to establish His point.  His program is not one designed to forever crush Israel.   

His program includes a plowing and a crushing, but it is designed to produce a harvest.  

Sometimes it takes crushing and threshing to produce harvest. 

 

J. Vernon McGee said he knew of a man who told him God had to knock him down hard three 

times because he had been such a hardened sinner as a believer.  Don’t kid yourself, God can  

and will thresh His own people and break them down if they do not respond to His Word. 

 

God wants to produce a crop of people in Israel who truly trust in Him and are truly concerned 

about His Word and His will.  He is the master farmer who knows exactly what people need in 

order to become a beautiful crop of His people. 

 

God is a sovereign God.  His counsels are wonderful and His wisdom is great (28:29).  He has  

a tremendous plan for Israel and a great desire to bless her.  God has a tremendous plan for you 

and has a desire to bless you.  But Israel allows herself to be duped by religious leaders who are 

leading her to trust in anything but her God.  Israel has lost her focus from the Word of God. 

 

If we lose our focus from God and His Word, God’s desire for blessing can become a process  

of threshing. 

 


