TheHandwritingison theWall. Daniel 5 8/30/09

I. Introduction and Review.
A. Thehistorical context of Daniel 5.
B. Theprophetic significance of Daniel 5. Dan 2:39 Jer. 51:33-50 |sa. 13:17-22 21:1-10
44.28 45:1 47:1f Rev. 17-18

1. Your Sin Provokes God. v. 1-4

A. Belshazzar’s blasphemous feast insults God.
1. Itisbad enough that he holdsa drunken orgy. v.1
2. Hecompoundshissin by mockingthe LORD. v. 2-4 Dt. 4:28 Ps. 115:5ff
3. Substance abuse uncoversone strue beastly nature. 1s.5:11,22 Pr. 23:29-35 20:1
Mark 7:14ff Gen. 9:20-21 19:33 Pr. 31:4-5
4. Areyou tryingto escapereality? Luke12:20 |sa. 47:10-11

B. How do people blasphemoudy provoke God today?
1. They persecute Hisholy people. Rev. 18:24,20 17:6 16:6
2. They misuse Hisholy Name. Ex. 20:7 Rev. 17:3
3. They abuseHisholy Word. Rev.22:18-19
4. They corrupt His holy temple (the church). Il Th. 2:4 Eph. 2:21 |l Co. 6:16
| Cor. 3:16-17 Mt. 21:13 Acts5:1-6 Ex. 20:4-5 | Cor. 11:27-30
They distort Hisholy gospel. Gal. 1:9 Eph. 2:8-9
They sin in their bodieswhich areto be a reflection of God’ s holy image.
| Cor. 6:19,15
7. They treat our holy God asif Heisn’t very important.
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Your SinsWill Find You Out. v. 5-24

A. Thepartyisover. v. 5-17

1. Belshazzar isterrified by the “handwriting on thewall’. v.5-6 Ro. 1

2. Again, man’sresources are unableto unravel God’s mysteries. v. 7-9 2:2ff 4:6ff

3. Thenatural man will never be able to understand the things of God. | Co.2:14
Il Cor.3:14 Luke8:10 Isa. 6:9

4. Again God’s man issought asalast resort. v. 10-12

5. Why doesn’t Daniel want Belshazzar’srewards? v. 13-17 Nu. 22:18 Acts8:18-23
Il Kn.5:15-16 | Co. 9:18 Mt. 21:13 Mic. 3:5 Ge. 14:23 | Th. 2:4-5

B. Theindictment against Belshazzar: articles of impeachment. v. 18-23
1. You failed to learn from what happened to Nebuchadnezzar. v. 18-2 Mt. 11:20-24
2. You arelifted up in prideagainst God. v. 22-23a Jer.50:29 Isa. 14
3. You haveinsulted and blasphemed God through your idolatry. v. 23b Ex. 20:4
Ps. 115:5-7 135:15-17 Isa. 44:9-20 Rev. 9:20 Hab. 2:18-20 .
4. You havefailed to worship God Who hasgiven you life. v. 23c Mt. 12:29-30

C. Applications.
1. Why doesn’t Daniel make an issue of Belshazzar’s drunkenness?
2. Could you beindicted on the samecharges? Pr.18:12 ]s 53:6 Col.3:5 Js 4:4
Gal. 6:7



IV. God will judgeyou. v. 24-31

A. Theinscription interpreted: judgement has come upon you. v. 25-28
1. Your daysarenumbered and your number isup. v. 26 2:39 Heb. 9:27
2. Your life has been weighed and you have come up short. v. 27 | Sa. 2:3Job 31:6
Rom. 3:23 Pr. 16:2 Ps. 62:9
3. You areabout to be shattered! v. 28

B. God’'sWord isrdiableand certain. v. 29-31
1. Why does Belshazzar honor Daniel? v. 29
2. All happens according to Daniel’ s prophetic declaration. v. 30-31
3. A pictureof final judgement: fallen isBabylon thegreat! Rev. 18:2-8,16

V. Concluding Applications.

A. | haveaword from God for our nation and for you. The handwriting ison the wall

B. How can you beready for judgement?
1. Only JesusChrist hasmet God’s standard of perfect righteousness. Isa. 11:2-3
2. The*handwriting was on the wall for Jesus -- not because of Hisown sin, but
because He bore our guilt. Mark 15:34
3. Through faith, Hisrighteousness can be imputed to your account. Phil. 3:9ff
4. Believenow! Beforeyour timeisup! He. 9:27 Ps. 90:12 Rev. 18:4 Pr. 29:1

C. At which feast are you dining today?

Discussion questions

1. Who is Belshazzar?

2. What was so bad about hisfeast?

3. How are people today acting like Belshazzar?

4. How does Daniel’s attitude towards Belshazzar differ from his attitude towards
Nebuchadnezzar?

5. What isthe meaning of theinscription?

6. In what senseisthe *handwriting on thewall’ for our nation and itsrulers?

7. How doesthistext point to Christ?




