
Westminster Confession of Faith: Session Twenty-One 
WCF 20 – Of Christian Liberty, and Liberty of Conscience 

 
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery” (Galatians 5:1 NKJV). 
 
 

I. Introduction 
Martin Luther: On the Freedom of a Christian 
 
 
 
Best Antidote to Legalism/Antinomianism 
 
 
 

II. WCF Chapter XX 
a. Paragraph 1: The Nature of Christian Liberty 

Freedom from Guilt, Wrath, and Curse 
 
 
 
Delivered from World, Satan, and Sin 
 
 
 
Given Access and Obedience 
 
 
 
NT vs. OT 
 
 
 

b. Paragraph 2: Liberty of Conscience 
What Conscience is NOT 
 
 
 
Freedom from Commandments of Men 
     Contrary to Word in Anything 
 
 
 
     Beside Word in Matters of Worship (Regulative Principle of Worship) 
 



 
 

c. Paragraph 3: Liberty from Sin 
End/Goal of Christian Liberty 
 
 
 
Liberty vs. License 
 
 
 

d. Paragraph 4: Liberty and Authority 
Resistance to the Civil Magistrate 
     A Sober Thing 
 
 
 
     Never Permissible if Lawful Authority 
 
 
 
     Punishment Just if Lawful Authority 
 
 
 

III. Conclusion 
Liberty: The Key to a Happy Christianity 
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