
“Of Kings and Priests” (Genesis 14:1–24) 

I. The Terrible Combat of Kings (verses 1–12) 

 

A. The Introduction to the Pivotal Battle (verses 1–3) 

 

B. The Background to the Pivotal Battle (verses 4–7) 

 

C. The Outcome of the Pivotal Battle (verses 8–12) 

 

II. The Swift Valor of Abram (verses 13–16) 

 

A. The Report of Lot’s Plight (verse 13) 

 

B. The Pursuit of Lot’s Captors (verses 14–15) 

 

C. The Plunder from Lot’s Captors (verse 16) 

 

III. The Spiritual Contrast of Kings (verses 17–24) 

 

A. The King of Sodom’s Approach (verse 17) 

 

B. The King of Salem’s Blessing (verses 18–20a) 

 

C. Abram’s Tithe to the Priestly King (verse 20b) 

 

D. Abram’s Response to the Pagan King (verses 21–24) 

 

The Further Relevance of This Text 

1) Abram’s Valor as the Man of Faith: God’s promised blessing should move us to selfless 

courage rather than self-preservation. 

 

2) Abram’s Wisdom as the Man of Faith: Beware compromising entanglements with 

godless benefactors. 

 

3) Abram as a Type of Christ: Jesus the Heir of Abraham fought to redeem us from our 

guilty captivity. 

 

4) Melchizedek as a Type of Christ: Jesus our righteous King is also the Priest through 

whom we have peace with God. 


