


- * Where do we turn for answers?

Thinking About 9-11

* On September 11, 2001, the United States experienced the worst
~terrorist attack in world history

* 2,606 died in the World Trade Center (included 343 members of the
NYC Fire Department, 71 police officers in the buildings or on the
ground), 125 at the Pentagon, and 264 on the four planes (including
the 19 hijackers)

* Behind the attacks is a war of ideas
* But how did we get to this place?

* Are we safe now?

* How can we understand the root problems and appropnately

responcP =



need to understand and acknowledge

6‘day’s challenges in the United States (and the whole world) didn’
egin last night

Ve need to understand how we got where we are today — what
anges and events were happening 10, 20, 30, or 300 years ago t
this moment







foundations we find in




, ysu:al representatlon of corporeality, for God is a spirit. The' ’
must therefore figuratively describe human life as a reflection of
God’s spiritual nature; that is, human life has the communicated
~ attributes that came with the inbreathing (Gen. 2:7). Consequently;
 humans have spiritual life, ethical and moral sensitivities, conscience,

and the capacity to represent God. The significance of the word
“image” should be connected to the divine purpose for human life.
Von Rad has made the analogy that, just as kings set up statues of
themselves throughout the border of their land to show their
overeign domain, so God established his representatives on earth




“The Genesis declaration that humans are made in the
‘image and likeness of God is the clearest, strongest, and
most influential statement of the priceless value of the

individual human being in human history.” Os Guinness,
The Magna Carta of Humanity: Sinai’s Revolutionary
Faith and the Future of Freedom (Downers Grove, IL




. are some implications of humans being

e

ch and every person is a valuable individual no m
heir age and physical and intellectual abilities










SOURCE OF FREEDOM

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed. That whenever any form of government becomes
destructive to these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence,
indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their
duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for
their future security.




