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The Origins of Dispensationalism

The Charge of Recency

Early Dispensational-like Concepts
Though the system of theology is recent, there are some historical references to that which
eventually was systematized into dispensationalism. The following writers spoke of it in their

WOrKS:

e Justin Martyr (AD 110-165
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The Charge of Recency

Developing Dispensationalism (the Period Before Darby)
Pierre Poiret (1646-1719)

L 'OEconomie Divine
. Infancy-to the Deluge

2. Childhood-to Moses
3. Adolescence-to the prophets (about the time of Solomon
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The Charge of Recency

Developing Dispensationalism (the Period Before Darby)
John Edwards (1637-1716)

A Compleat History or Survey of All the Dispensations
. Innocency and Felicity, or Adam created upright

2. Sin and Misery, Adam fallen
3. Reconciliation, or Adam recovered, from Adam's redemption to the end of the world
A. Patriarchal economy
1. Adamical, antediluvian
. Noahical




The Origins of Dispensationalism

The Charge of Recency

Developing Dispensationalism (the Period Before Darby)
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

The harmony of all religions which God ever prescribed to men and all His dispensations towards
them

1. The Dispensation of Innocency, or the Religion of Adam at first
2. The Adamical Dispensation of the Covenant of Grace, or the Religion
- of Adam after his Fall
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The Charge of Recency

Systematized Dispensationalism (Darby to the 1980s)
John Nelson Darby (1800-1882)
. Paradisaical state to the Flood
2. Noah
3. Abraham
4. |srael
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The Charge of Recency

Recent Neo-dispensationalism

Basic Tenets:

1. The kingdom of God is the unitying theme of biblical history

2. Christ has already inaugurated the Davidic covenant and is now re

gning In

heaven on the throne of David (Right hand of the Father = the throne of David
3. The concept of two purposes and two peoples of God (Israel and the church
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The Charge of Recency

Recent Neo-dispensationalism
Primary Dispensations

. Partriarchal to Sinai
2. Mosaic to Messiah's Return
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The Charge of Recency

The Progress of Dogma
The fact that settled doctrinal positions became "main stream’
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The Charge of Recency

Two answers for recency:

. Dispensational concepts were taught by men who lived long
betore Darby

. Itis to be expected that dis
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The Charge of Divisiveness

An accusation is made that anything that originates in divisiveness
cannot be valid. Two concerns of separation are charged:
aratist
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The Charge of Divisiveness

Two conclusions are made by these accusations:
. Ecclesiastical separatism Is always wrong
e Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 5; Titus 3:10

2 Thessalonians 3:
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The Charge of Divisiveness

"The lives of the men connected with any movement may credit or
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Review

The Charge of Recency
e Straw men

o Sources of Early Dispensational-like Concepts
e Justin Martyr (AD 110-165
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Review

The Charge of Recency
* Developing Dispensationalism (the Period Before Darby
* Pierre Poiret (1646-1719
e John Edwards
e |saac Watts
o Systematized Dispensationalism (Darby to 1980s
e John Nelson Darby (1800-1882
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Review

The Charge of Divisiveness
* Divisiveness is a common accusation of people who cannot raise




I'he Dispensations

Review

HomMework:
 Read the 4th chapter:

e 3 Questions, 3 observations, 3 Applications
 Know the info in this presentation




