Great Stories of the Bible — 094122
The Last Days

TEXT - 2 Timothy 3:1-7 7This know also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6 IFor of this sort are they
which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led
away with divers lusts, 7 Lver learning, and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth.
INTRO - The “object” of this reference to the perilous times which were
to occur, was evidently to show the necessity of using every precaution to
preserve the purity of the church.
1 Timothy 4:1-3 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience
seared with a hot iron; 3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain
from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of
them which believe and know the truth.
| John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we
know that it is the last time.

I. What is the Last Days?

The Last Days refers to a period of time between the 1™ coming of Christ and
His 2" coming.

That in the latter times - Under the last dispensation, during which the
affairs of the world would close:;

Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

It does not mean that this would occur “just before™ the end of the world, but
that it would take place during “that last dispensation,” and that the end of
the world would not happen until this should take place;

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by
letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 3 Let no man deceive
vou by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

I1. The Evidence of the Last Davs

Acts 2:16-18 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And
it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit
upon all flesh: and your sons and yvour daughters shall prophesy, and your

voung men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 18 And

on my servants and on my handmaidens 1 will pour out in those days of my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy:
A. Moral decay
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural
affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God;
1. Misplaced love - lovers of their own selves,
2. Misplaced focus — Focus on man not God
B. People decay - Having a form of godliness
C. Truth decay -
1. People leading people away from the truth
I'or of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
2. People opposing the truth
2 Timothy 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these
also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.
2 Timothy 4:3-4 FFor the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth,
and shall be turned unto fables.

IT1. How To Respond to the Days

We are given a warning:
James 5:3 Your gold and silver is cankered: and the rust of them shall be a
witness against you, and shall eat vour flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days.

A. Don’t be surprised by the moral decay
2 Peter 3:3-13 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 4 And saving, Where is the promise
of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creation. 5 For this they willingly are
ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth




standing out of the water and in the water: 6 Whereby the world that then
was, heing overflowed with water, perished:
Matthew 24:36-39 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only. 37 But as the days of Noe were, so
shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were
hefore the flood they were eating and drinking, marryving and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until
the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son
of man be.

B. The Lord is longsuffering
7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept
in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men. 8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.

C. That day will come without warning
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with
Jervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned
up. 11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12 Looking
Jor and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

D. We must live for eternal treasure
James 5:3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a
witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days.
Matthew 6:33 But seck ve first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you.
CONCL — The greatest emphasis on the Last Days is to be ready and
not be misled or distracted by the problems of society.



