


The Oppressed
Church at Smyrna



The City of
Smyrna





Smyrna was a 
cultural center



Smyrna was a 
civic center



A Personal 
Introduction 
from Christ



The First and 
the Last



Thus says the LORD, the King of 
Israel, and his Redeemer, the 
LORD of hosts: ‘I am the First 
and I am the Last; besides Me 
there is no God’

Isaiah 44:6



Listen to Me, O Jacob, 
and Israel, my called: I am 
he, I am the First, I am 
also the Last

Isaiah 48:12



He Who was Dead
and Came to Life



A Positive
Assessment



They suffered 
persistent 

oppression



Their oppression 
caused financial

struggles



Their struggles 
were caused 
by slander





Their oppression 
was going 

to get worse





A Promise of 
Personal Blessing



They would receive 
the crown of life



They would be 
saved from the 
second death



Blessed and holy is he who has part in 
the first resurrection. Over such the 
second death has no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ 
and shall reign with him a thousand 
years

Revelation 20:6



Death and Hades were 
cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death.

Revelation 20:14



The cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, 
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part 
in the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death

Revelation 21:8



Don’t be afraid 
to suffer for Christ



Pray for the 
persecuted church




