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INTRO | did not originally plan this to be several
nmessages, but it as | began to devel op ny thoughts, |
felt it needed nore than one nessage. It seens, every
time | do a series, | say, "This is a very inportant
subject."” So, once nore | say, "Now, this is a very

i nportant subject.” When | did the series on "Wne and
the Bible", | had preached on a subject the devil has
attacked me for many tines. Wien the folk in Mexico
requested that | do these nmessages | Low CGernan, they
al so began to experience that opposition.

Wien | was there | said that here is the picture | see.
We, as pastors seek to protect the flock fromharm That
is a shepherd's task. And when we see the devil has
opened a hole in the wall or the roof of our church, we
seek to shut it. But many churches have a huge hole in
the roof and the devil can reach right in and take this
one here and that one there, and we do nothi ng about

pat ching the hole. Wien we do try to do sonething it
creates such a tidal wave against us, we |lay down the
battl e.

There is awwndowin life that is very treacherous
because of the way God created nan and worman to
procreate. And here the devil does trenmendous damage in
the lives of young people. And | believe many marri ages
are ruined because of this brief tinme of life and it is
that tinme of |ife when we becone interested in the
opposite gender until we are marri ed.

| did have difficulty with the title. | had about five
titles but finally settled on this one, "How to take a
wife in purity.” Now |l want you to notice that when |
call it, "How To Take a Wfe | Purity", | have placed
the responsibility of this subject on the man. The
passage | will take for this |ater, does the sane. |
bel i eve God does the sane. However, nuch of what | wll
say will apply to the ladies as well.

Here is our question in these nessages; How are we, as
Gentiles, to take a wife in purity? W do not betroth,
as was done in Jewi sh culture. How are we, as Gentil es,
to take a wife in purity? What does the Bible say? Does



the Bible address this matter? |Is there a prescri bed
method in the Bible? Is the way it is done in our
culture right? O is it wong?

In these nessages | plan to cover five points. W want
to identify the main problemin taking a wife in purity.
Then we want to | ook at the major processes or nethods
of taking a wife. Then | want to give you a parable to
show how difficult it is for nost young nen to take a
wife in purity. Then we want to | ook at a passage of
Scripture that will spell out the principles for us on
how to take a wife in purity. Then | want to give you a
five point plan but a plan on howto take a wife in
purity. This is not a five point peace plan, but a five
point purity plan.

Now, you see, fromthe title, "How To Take A Wfe In
Purity", we are putting the onus of a pure relationship
on the young man, not the young | ady. A | ady does not
normal |y take a husband. It is the man that takes a
wife, thus the major responsibility of taking a wife in
purity falls to the nman. However, nmuch of what we wl|
talk about will apply directly to the young | ady as
wel | .

. THE PROBLEM OF ACQUIRING A WFE IN PURI TY

And so, the very first thing | want to tal k about
is the problemof acquiring a wife in purity. Let
me outline for you three inportant points for
young people. The first inportant point in the
time a young person is when that young person
begins to becone interested in the opposite
gender. | would call this the point of
"attraction'. There has begun to grow, in this
young person, an interest in the opposite gender.
The second inportant point is the tine when that
young person gets 'attached' to soneone of the
opposite gender. By attachnent | nean enotionally
attached. We call it falling in love. The third

i nportant point is the tinme of "acquisition', the
weddi ng day; the day this young nan acquires a

wi fe. So you know that the length of tine from
each point to the next will vary fromperson to
person. And the problemwe want to address is the
purity problem between the tine when attraction
to the opposite gender takes place until the



weddi ng day. The purity problemis the nost
I ntense between the tine when a person gets
attached to one of the opposite gender until the
time you get attached to that person in marriage.

You see, we have cone to the conclusion, in our
culture, that taking a wife in purity is not
possi bl e. So we have succunbed to the idea that
impurity, at least to sone extent, will happen,
and so we have resolved that we will do it as
best we can. W, as parents, do not expect ful
purity, since many of us were not capabl e of
remai ning fully pure ourselves. However, we do
have one expectation, and that is that there wl|
not be a premature pregnancy. And if that is

avoi ded, that is good enough for us. Touchi ng,
petting, kissing? yes, we expect that wl]l
happen. But nmay it not go beyond that. And now I
would |ike to give you all a piece of paper and
have you wite on there, 'Yes, purity to such an
extent is possible and should be expected' or
"No, purity to such an extent is not possible, it
s too nuch to expect.' | ask you, is it
possible? | want to recommend it is, but help is
needed.

Now | am speaking for us, in our culture. In
other cultures, especially multi-cultured
societies, not only is purity a major concern
regardi ng marri age, but the permanence of the
marriage is a great concern as well. To those in
ot her societies who will listen to these
nessages, it may cone as a surprise that

per manence of marriage is fully expected anong
us. W view this as so serious that we w |
excomuni cate those who divorce and remarry. Let
me speak to those folk for a nonent and tell them
why marriage | asts anong our folk. It is because
we truly believe that marriage is for life; not
ideally, but really. W do not tolerate divorce
in the church. W believe that a person who

di vorces and remarries another while the first
partner is alive is living in constant adultery
and will not inherit eternal life.

And so, the major problem| want to address for
us, is howto chart the tenptation | aden waters,



or the treacherous shoals of |ife between the

poi nts we have nentioned. For others, that
probl em has the added problem of the great
potential for divorce after marriage. The reason
the purity problembefore marriage is so serious
Is the fact that fornication is a major sin

agai nst God and nan. The reason the probl em of
divorce is such a big problemis that

extramarital affairs or divorce and remarri age
constitutes adultery, and that is the ngjor sin
of adultery. It is a huge sin against both God
and man. One is the sin of fornication and the
other is the sin of adultery. Both are major
sins, which if lived in as a chosen life style,
wi Il condemm that person to everlasting hell. And
the sins of fornication and adultery both have
very, very bad after affects for mankind. That is
why this subject is such a very big deal

Now | et me make one point here. \Wen | speak of
the purity problem| amtalking about the problem
of falling into sin with sonmeone of the opposite
gender. And this sin, in the Bible, is called
fornication. This sane sin for married people is
called adultery. Now the best way to avoid the
sin of fornicationis to get married (1 Cor

7:2). But our question is howto avoid

forni cation before nmarriage.

Now |l et me say this at the outset. Sone people
believe that pornia, the NT word for fornication
means physical immorality of the married as well
as the unmarried. This interpretation then gives
license to divorce in Matthew 5:32 and 19:9. So

| ook at this word in Matthew 5:32 (read). Here
the word 'pornia has been translated as 'sexua
imorality' in the NKIJV. The KJV translates it as
"fornication', and that, | believe is correct.
Fornication is a narrow term 'sexual imorality
is a broad term If the NKIJV interpretation is
correct, then the word '"pornia is a broad term
covering all kinds of physical immorality. But a
careful study of this word in 1 Corinthians 6 and
Gal atians 5 does not allow this termto be

transl ated as a broad term



So, the problemwe are addressing in these
nmessages is the purity problem And with that, we
want to take a brief |ook at the various ways of
taking a wife that are practiced.

THE PROCESSES OF ACQUI RING A W FE
A. Parental Choice

We begin then by considering first the nethod of
taking a wife which is by parental choice. The
systemof taking a wife used in Bible tines, for
the nost part, was that which we call the
betrothal system | did not know until recently
that the Romans of NT tines used the betrotha
systemas well. | took sone of the follow ng from
an internet article. In the Hebrew culture the
famlies often arranged the marriage (Gen. 21:1,;
38:6). Sonmetinmes the groom sel ected the bride and
had the famly arrange it (Judges 14:2). In
Genesis 24:58, the famly sought the consent of

t he daughter. There was occasi on where romantic
attractions determ ned whom one would nmarry, as
in the case of Jacob and Rachel (Gen. 29:20).

However, in the Jewi sh culture, usually the
parents chose a bride for their sons. An
agreenent between parents coul d happen when the
children were very young yet. Then about a year
before marri age, an agreenent was made and the
dowy price agreed upon. This was the dowy price
for the bride. Then the son went back honme with
his dad and there he prepared a place for his
bri de. About a year or so later, plans were set
for the wedding after which the groom woul d go
with his wedding party to get her. She usually
did not know when he woul d be there so she was
ready well in advance and happily left honme with
hi m at whatever tine he canme for her, even if it
was at mdnight. He then took her back to his
parents honme, where the marriage took place and
was consummated. Usually it was an event of
several days and it was a joyous occasion. Go
with ne to Matthew 25 for part of a process |ike
this as described there. W will read verses 1-
13.



For kings, nmarriages were often nothing but
political alliances. The Song of Solonon in 6:8
tal ks about 60 queens. Then it nentions 80
concubines. This is not particularly relevant for
our subject here and we nove on to the next

met hod.

B. Personal Romance

The second nethod of taking a wife, the one we
are nost famliar with, is that of personal
romance. We call it falling in |ove. Have you
ever wondered why we call it "falling" in |ove? |
think it is because it is sonething that happens
tous. It is when we are drawn or attracted to a
person of the opposite gender and we desire to
have that person. W fall in |ove and we seem
hopel ess to renedy it. W have fallen and can't
get up. Johnny Cash described it as falling into
aring of fire fromwhich you cannot seemto
escape. Sonetines it may be a false alarm but
many tines it ends up in the formation of |ife-

| ong rel ati onshi ps as husband and w fe.

In the Bible, we have sone exanples of this. Wen
Jacob net Rachel at the well, he fell in Iove
with her. You will renenber the story. Rebecca
feared for Jacob's |ife because of the wath of
his brother Esau. And she spoke to |Isaac and they
sent Jacob to Laban to take a wife in that area.
And when Jacob arrived there he canme to Laban's
wel |, and Laban's daughter Rachel cane to water
the sheep and Isaac rolled the stone fromthe
wel | and watered the sheep for her. So Jacob
began to work for Laban and Laban eventually
asked Jacob what wages he desired. So let us turn
to Genesis 29 (read 15-18). Jacob | oved Rachel.
Here is personal romance. This is falling in

| ove.

There is another story of this kind of marri age.
Sansom fell in love with a wonan at Ti math
(Judges 14:1-3), and he ended up marrying her.
Then there is the story of Boaz and Ruth and

Sol onon and the Shulamte. It is nmy view that the
Song of Solonobn is a book on narriage. And the
nmet hod of taking a wife portrayed in the book is



t hat of romance. Solonon fell in love with a farm
girl. It is the romance of romances. It is called
the 'Song of Songs'. The very first words

are ,"The song of songs, which is Sol onbn's." Now
| cannot understand why God used Sol onbn to wite
this book. However that may be, in ny view, when

he nmet the Shulamte, he fell in love for the
very first tine. He already had sixty queens and
ei ghty concubi nes. | say, | do not understand why

God used this nan to wite this book. But it nay
be this, that here, in this experience wth the
Shul amite he learned, for the very first tine
what true love is like, and that here he | earned
that one woman for one man for life is God's

| deal . However that may be, he fell into such a
burning ring of fire, that he could not escape
it, and he married this farmgirl.

Now in this nmethod of taking a wife, that is
personal romance, there are two further nethods
that have devel oped. Today we differentiate

bet ween them as courting and dati ng.

1. Courting

So, let us begin with courting. One of the
things gravely | acking in searching through
this subject of methods of taking a wife is
clear definitions. What is courting? Wiat is
dating? What you will find is a serious |ack
of definition and those who do define it,
define it in ternms of what they think it is
or what they think it should be.

I took the following definition from
Wikipedia. They write, "Courtship is the
period in a couple's relationship which
precedes their engagement and marriage, or
establishment of an agreed relationship of a
more enduring kind. In courtship, a couple
get to know each other and decide if there
will be an engagement or other such
agreement. A courtship may be an informal and
private matter between two people or may be a
public affair, or a formal arrangement with
family approval. Traditionally, in the case
of a formal engagement, it has been perceived


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engagement

that it is the role of a male to actively
"court" or "woo" a female, thus encouraging
her interest in him and her receptiveness to
a proposal of marriage. Within many western
societies, these distinct gender roles have
lost some of their importance and rigidity.
Courtship may include the couple going out
together in public, (often known as dating),
for a meal, movie, dance, sports or other
social activity. Courtship may also involve
private activities which usually include much
talking together, perhaps by telephone or by
electronic means such as text messages or e-
mail. There is often exchange of letters,
gifts, flowers and songs."

You can tell that is a secular definition.
Courting used to be the way Centiles in
English famlies took a wife. This was the
nmet hod used in Mennonite hones as well. It
was called 'shput'tsieren forun', to go
visiting. The young man would go to the young
| ady' s hone and see her there. |I'mnot sure
how t hat devel oped into dating, but it did.
Maybe it was nodern transportation that

hel ped to that. However, today, the courting
met hod i s being revived by sone concerned
parents. The dating nethod becane so
dangerous with regard to purity, that
concerned parents, seeking ways to bring
purity back into the picture have gone back
to courting. And with that, we are back to
"shput'tsieren forun'.

However, I took a definition of courtship
from an internet article written by a
Christian. Again, this may be a personal
view, but this is how this person defined
courting, "Courtship takes the position that
the two people have no physical contact at
all (no touching, no hand-holding, no
kissing) until marriage. Many in a courtship
relationship will not spend any time together
unless family members, preferably parents,
are present at all times. In addition,
courting couples state up front that their
intentions are to see if the other person is
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a suitable potential marriage partner.
Courtship advocates claim that courtship
allows for the two people to truly get to
know each other in a more platonic setting
without the pressures of physical intimacy or
emotions clouding their view."

Let me say this for the courtship of years
ago, and that is that physical purity was
still a problem That is true, even today.
However, basically, as used in Christian
circles today, courting is a parentally

gui ded way to help their children acquire a
life partner in a nore norally safe manner
When courting is parentally guided, as
described by the Christian witer earlier, it
is definitely the safer nmethod of taking a
wife. In discussing this wth ny wife, she
said that she viewed courting as that nethod
by whi ch the coupl e was never un-chaperoned.
If that could be maintained, it would nmake
everyt hi ng much safer

Now | et me add sone of nmy own opinion here.
Whet her you as parents choose to follow the
courting nmethod or the dating nethod, there
is sonething both nethods can greatly benefit
from It is this. Since our young people get
married at ages in which they have becone
quite mature, there is one thing that wll
help all parents no matter which nethod they
wi Il choose or no matter which nethod the
children will choose if they becone a little
ol der before they seek a life partner. It is
this. If your son or daughter will purpose in
his or her own heart to remain pure, that
resolve will be a great asset to any
concerned parent. As a matter of fact, you
can hardly choose a safe enough nethod for
your children, if their own hearts resolve is
not very strong. And at the end of these few
messages, | want to give all young people an
opportunity to comrit thenselves to purity.

2. Dat i ng



The second nmethod of taking a wife in
personal romance we call dating. | want us to
| ook at dating under two headi ngs: w de open
dating, and parentally gui ded dati ng.

a. Wde open

What | call 'w de open' dating, Paul
Washer m ght call recreational dating. So
|l et me set out basically what | believe
the difference is. In dating, the young
man chooses the girl he wants to see and
asks her for a date. He goes to her place
or where ever she may be staying and he
pi cks her up and then they go wherever

t hey want and do nostly what they want to
do. Many tinmes this is done just for fun
or recreation. They are not seriously

| ooking for a life partner. They are
exploring and many tinmes exploiting the
opposi te gender.

Now | want to give a word to young
peopl e. Young nen, if you date, never ask
a girl out for fun. Never! It is a crine
in ny books. That young woman may have
hi gh hopes and you are fooling around. It
is very low, very shanmeful; and very
dangerous to both. And young | adi es,
never accept a date froma young nan j ust
for the fun of it. The results for many
young ladies is a ruined life! And
besides, it is not the way to go about
reapi ng a godly and good narri age.

| would give a word to any Christian

parent here as well. If you allow this
kind of thing in your honme when you are
still responsible, that is when your
children are still under your roof, you

have said, "Devil, here is ny child. Take
her. Take him" You say, "Pastor, that is
very harsh." Answer: Yes.

Dating wi de open is what the Apostle Pau
describes in a passage we will | ook at
| ater as the way the heathen take a wife.



And | ask you, what level of intimacy is
appropriate before marriage? Sitting

cl ose together? Hol di ng hands? These are
difficult questions and the answers nay
be nore difficult to maintain than to
give. But let ne read Ephesians 5:3 for
us, "But fornication and all uncl eanness
or covetousness, let it not even be naned
anong you as is fitting for saints..

b. Parentally guided

The other kind of dating is what | would
call parentally guided dating. Parentally
gui ded dating is when the parents set the
gui delines for dating. This, of course,
generally only applies when the young man
or young woman is still living at hone.
Once they are on their own, things
change. So | would see that in parentally
gui ded dating the parents sit down with

t he young nman or young | ady and set our
the paraneters of what is acceptable and
what is not for any relationship they
form The nmjor concern is howto safely
chart the treacherous shoals of that
stage of life between when a person
beconmes interested in the opposite gender
until the day they are marri ed.

W used this nethod. W sat down with our
daughters and their boyfriend and went
over that together with them Let ne
share one part of those days. One of our
daught ers asked us once, "Mom and Dad,
now t hat we have been seeing each ot her
for this anobunt of tinme, would it be K
to stay out later than 10:00 in the

eveni ng?" And we thought it over and said
that we felt that |ater was dangerous but
what we would do is let them cone hone
and spend tine with us until 10:30. So we
woul d get out the pop and chi ps and enjoy
atime with them

Concl: So, closing, let me ask you, what nethod of taking a
w fe does the Bible prescribe? Is it betrothal or romance?



If, by biblical we nean which one God sets out as a

Bi blical requirenent, neither nethod is set out as a

requi renent. And since betrothal has not yet becone a

nmet hod used anong us CGentiles, we ask, what is the biblical
nmet hod of taking a wife in the personal romantic way? Is it
courting, or dating? Again, the Bible does not prescribe
either method. As far as | know, the Bible does not set out
any precise nmethod, not even the Jew sh betrothal system
It does record those but does not say, "Do it like this."

How did the Jews arrive at the betrothal systen? | do not
know, but of all the systens, the betrothal systemis by
far the safest, and | suspect that is how the Jews cane to
that system After many years of experience with life, |
suspect they cane to the view that the safest way for a nan
to take a wife is if he net her for the first or second
time the day they got married. But, | doubt the this nethod
would work in a nmulti cultured society. It is possible the
divorce rate mght increase, not decrease.

How shall we conclude on this nmatter of the process of
taking a wife in purity? Wiat is the best nmethod? Wat is

t he safest nmethod? Betrothal, is the safest nmethod. So, why
do we not use it? To go outside of the culture in which one
lives is difficult. Since people around us do not use this
method, it is hard to expect sonebody el se's son or
daughter to fit into one's nethod if it is different, and
it is very difficult to change a culture. So, what is our
next best option? Parentally guided courting. So, why do we
not use that nethod? Sanme problem W live in a culture
where that is not the accepted normand the limts for our
young people wants to be very narrow. | think though it
could be made to work over tine. Is there any other option?
Vel l, we chose parentally guided dating. | will |eave for
ny children to decide what will be the w sest choice for
themin the future for their children. If they can inprove

on what we have done, | will say, "Go for it and God bl ess
you!"
However, | do not want to | eave this nessage as though God

does not have any advice on this matter. He does have, and
quite specific advice to. God does not set out the nethod,
but no matter what nethod is used, He does set out the
manner. He | eaves the nmethod to us, but not the manner. No
matter which nethod is used, God has sone very specific
words on the nmanner in which a nman is to take a wife and we
will see this |ater






