EXPOSITION OF MARK B 3
Message #6 Mark 1:29-2:12

George Whitefield was one of the most powerful pheas to ever preach. Many years ago
when | was in Maine, a pastor friend of mine showexla field where Whitefield had actually
preached in the 1700’s. Literally thousands ofgbeevould go to these fields to hear him
preach.

George Whitefield was once asked how you know wdrebh not you have preached a good
sermon. Mr. Whitefield said that is easy to answémow | have preached a good sermon
when someone gets saved or someone gets angry.

At this point Jesus is in Capernaum with four fishen that He has called to join His team. He
is training them to become fishers of men. Theyehzo idea what they will see in the next three
years. But they are about to learn that they neédow and communicate the fact that only
Jesus Christ can miraculously take away and forgaaple’s sins. To prove this point, Jesus did
some amazing miracles.

Last week one of our thinking members said thatnwdesus came preaching grace salvation to a
world steeped in legal coded law, He understood thmse people had a hard time believing

that. That is why Jesus performed amazing miraclé®y became His credentials that proved
His new message was a message from God. Whateneese is this:

JESUS CHRIST DID AMAZING HEALING MIRACLES IN GALILE E FOR THE
PURPOSE OF_VALIDATING HIS PREACHING AND FOR THE PUR POSE OF
SHOWING PEOPLE THAT HE WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO COULD F ORGIVE
THEIR SINS.

Now remember news about Jesus Christ is spreadargwhere (Mark 1:28). The news was
about the fact that He was an authoritative preaahé that He could command unclean demons
to do what He wanted them to do. People were gumsg Him, criticizing Him and debating
among themselves. So in this part of Mark, Jesupns five amazing miracles to show He is
who He claims to be.

HEALING MIRACLE #1 — Jesus healed Peter’'s mother-in-law’s fevef9-31

Now Jesus is in Capernaum in Galilee and with hienSamon (Peter), Andrew, and James and
John. They had just come out of a synagogue wWHeread powerfully preached and healed a
demon-possessed man. The response of the crowtbhaden one of immediate acceptance.
So He wants to show these four disciples that heoigh following because He is God.

After they left the synagogue, they went to Petet Andrew’s house in Capernaum. Mark is
the only one who mentions that it was also partr&nds house, which apparently he learned
from Peter’s testimony of what happened. Peterpmalsably the main owner, but the coord-
inate conjunction “and” indicates it was both thedme.
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Now the fact that He is going to Peter and Andrewvgase is due to the fact that when He called
them to follow Him, they did. Had they not follod/&lim, they would have never had this
opportunity to see this amazing miracle.

Archeologists in the'Bcentury excavated a first century house just atfemdred feet from the
synagogue in Capernaum and the markings suggeshibiavas a home used as a house church
and many believe this was the actual location eéiPehouse (Mark Strauslark, p. 99).

When they got to Peter’s house, they were probakbecting a meal, but instead they found a
sick cook. Peter's mother-in-law was sick witheadr. In fact, the imperfect middle verb means
she was lying down by her own choice and had bleere ta while. The participle “sick” is
present tense which means she had a fever thahgalty existed for quite a while.

When Jesus entered the house, this was urgenhapdnientioned this to Him. Now notice this
is critical to training; “immediately they spoke Jesus’{verse 30)

These disciples are interceding in behalf of thisnan and they are doing exactly what they
should do, speak to the Lord. When we are sickeoface some crisis, this is what we need to
do, “immediately speak to Jesus.” In fact, Janodsadly tells church leaders to pray for the
sinful and the sick (James 5:14-18).

So inverse 31 Jesus came to her, took her by the hand ancttiee feft her and she started
waiting on them. Luke adds that Jesus rebukedtktres.

Now Jesus could have healed her any way He wardedchad just commanded an unclean spirit
to leave a man and it did, so He did not haveke teer by the hand; but that is what He did.
This shows us the tenderness of Christ’s healiagho This is the actual hand of God touching
the hand of a sinful, sick woman. As soon as Choisched her life, she served them. That is
what Christ’s touch on our lives should do; caus¢ouserve Him.

HEALING MIRACLE #2 — Jesus healed many who were sick and demon-podsekge at
eter's mother-in-law’s housel:32-38

Notice Mark beginserse 32 “when evening came, after the sun had set.” Sdigbath day was
now over. As soon as the people realized thigyyewe in Capernaum began looking for Christ.
They could now travel any distance they wantedwsalheds of people brought sick people and
demon-possessed people for Jesus to heal. Invéaste 33says, “the whole city gathered” at
the door of this house. So this is going on wel ithe night time.

According toverse 34 He healed “many” which is a substantive that nsers was a great
number of people (G. Abbott-SmitGreek Lexicon, p. 371). When He cast out demons, He
would not permit them to speak and identify Him doese they knew who He wéx 34).

He did not permit unclean demons to identify Him.
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According toverse 35 Jesus got up and left the house very early imtbming and went to a
secluded spot to pray. There are three timesaiiGibspel of Mark where the private prayer of
Jesus is stressed:

1) At the beginning of His Galilean ministry (1:35)

2) After the feeding of the 5000 (6:46);

3) In the Garden of Gethsemane (14:32-39).

Now this was important to Jesus, but it was alsaotecal lesson to those who will fish for men.
They need to be men of prayer. Many times inlbisk Jesus will challenge His disciples to
pray (9:29; 11:24; 13:18; 14:38).

One naturally wonders what Jesus was praying alddetcertainly is not confessing sin because
He does not have any sin. By the response He tpvidss disciples when they find Him, He

was certainly praying about the will of God, spegifly in His Divine Assignment, which
primarily was preaching. 38).

We will not ever know God’s specific will for ouives if we do not spend time in prayer. Jesus,
by His own example is teaching us that. If prayas a necessity to Him, how much more is it
to us? No matter how hectic our schedule, we need persontine spent with God in prayer.

Simon and his companions searched for Him and félindand told Him that everyone was
looking for Him(verses 36-37) Christ said to His disciples let us go to some agy towns
so | can_preach, because this is what | came fobo you get this? Do you see what He is
teaching these disciples™™Most ministries and most ministers have missedgbist.

Jesus did not come to do a bunch of spectaculartaiming miracles. He did not come to heal
everyone of everythingHe came to preach.He came to preach that sinners could have a
kingdom entrance through faith in Him.

HEALING MIRACLE #3 — Jesus preaches and casts out demons in the syresgibgoughout
Il Galilee. 1:39

This is one eye-opening verse. In almost evergagyggue were demon-possessed people.
Demon-possessed people regularly go to religiouscthservices. They are not threatened
until someone comes who accurately preaches thel fat then sparks fly. These disciples
are getting a great education about fishing for eashthat is many unsaved demon connected
people regularly go to church.

Christ travelled from town to town preaching andtoay out demons. He would go to the syna-
gogues to preach and He also did something nons cén do, and that is command demons to
do what He wanted them to do.
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HEALING MIRACLE #4 — Jesus heals_a lepet:40-45

As Jesus was travelling in Galilee, a leper camietus and asked for cleansjhglO). What
this teaches us is that He was obviously doing muchore preaching than healing because
this leper actually requests that Jesus heal him.

A leper was unclean and according to the O.T. lauwniade everything he touched unclean
(Leviticus 13). Laws regarding how you deal witleper were harsh. Leprosy was considered
to be highly contagious and a leper was to be autigwed. In fact, this leper broke the O.T. law
by coming to this public gathering.

Well, this leper comes in before Jesus and sdigpti are willing you can make me clean.”
According toverse 41 Jesus was moved with compassion and stretchedisiiand and
touched this leper and said, “I am willing; be clsed.” By touching this leper, according to
O.T. law, one is unclean. So Christ is Persondbytifying Himself with this unclean leper.

Nothing Jesus is doing squares here with the @ws bf leprosy, which shows us that He is
in the process of putting an end to the law. Asnsas Jesus touched this man and said, “I am
willing,” the leprosy left him and he was cleangedrse 42)

Now again, Jesus did not have to physically tougfoae. He could command the leprosy to
leave. Does this not show us that Jesus Christ p@ssonal interest in touching and saving

sinners? This leper had probably not been toublgexthyone for yearslesus Christ is willing

to have a personal relationship with the worst kindof leper sinners.

Verse 43says that Jesus “sternly warned him.” Warned diout what?Verse 44says He
warned him not to tell anyone; but He sent him awago and show himself to the priest and
offer to follow the cleansing process that Mosesspribed in the O.T. law. Now Jesus was the
Jewish Messiah and He is in Galilee and the Jews l@eking for a Messiah who could free
them from Rome. The program of God demanded #wtslfirst came to save from sin and He
did not want a premature Messianic identificationake place.

But noticeverse 45 he did not do what Jesus told him to do. He wentand started telling
people everywhere what happened and there is nodrée did go to the priests.

It is possible that he started saying Jesus clelamse | don’t need the priests or the O.T. law.

According toverse 45 Christ’s reputation spread to the extent thatbldd not even go into a
city. He stayed out in unpopulated areas and pewmpte going to Him.
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HEALING MIRACLE #5 — Jesus heals and saves a paralyzed man in Caper@alii2

After having been on the road in Galilee for selvdeys, He came back to Capernaum and He
went back to Peter's home. So many people werarorag in to hear Him that you could not
even get near the door of the house. Notice whise 2says He was doing, “speaking the word
to them.” This was His ministry. His ministry wabout preaching and teaching. This is what
these disciples need to understand. This is wivastars need to understand. The job of the
church is to carefully and accurately preach aadhd¢he Word.

While Jesus was speaking, four men brought a paedlynan to Jesus to heal and could not get
near Him. Now a typical house roof had some waodsbeams covered with thatch and dirt
and then some flat stones. These were sturdy.ré@dsetimes people would sleep on them on
a hot night. Usually there was some ladder orcsdae to get up there.

So these four guys decided to climb up on the m@ohove a slab from the roof above him and
dig through the roof and lowered the paralyzed wraa pallet on which he was layi{\eerse

4). This was Peter’'s house and people are digghmgeathrough his roof. They are vandalizing
someone else’s house. Just imagine Jesus isrigammi dirt starts landing on your head. These
guys lowered the guy through the hole in the ragiitrdown in front of Jesus.

Verse 5says Jesus saw their faitlihis probably means He saw the faith of everybaahne
ected to this. They believed He could heal thig gBut inverse 5we get at the heart of what
Jesusvas preachingHe looked at this paralyzed man and s&bn, your sins are forgiven.”
This guy does not even ask for forgiveness of sis.is not repenting of sins, he wants to be
healed. He simply believes that Jesus can heal fime Greek here is interesting.

First of all, the noun “son” (teknon) would indicateghs the moment that this man becomes a
real son.Second the noun sins is articular, plural, and contangmphatic pronoun. The
specific sins of this individual, and there wertslof them, were specific to him. We are talking
about all of his personal singhird , the verb “are forgiven” is passive, which medrs man

had nothing to do with the action. He is the resmpof the action.Fourth, the present tense of
the verb indicates Jesus at that very moment ferg#l\of his condemnatory sins, thus putting
him in a continual state of forgivenesbhis is a judicial forgiveness of sins pronouncedyb
Jesus.

Now think what Jesus is teaching here. He is tegdHis disciples and everyone else that He
can forgive someone of all their specific sins whicey have committed. He is the only One
who can take care of your sin problem and give oelationship with God. This is not good
news; this is out of this world news.

According toverses 6-7when some of the scribes heard this they stag@sbning why does
this man speak like this. Now they are not sayimg out loud for everyone to hear; but they
are reasoning this in their hearts, as if Jesu'$ saa into their hearts. They are saying He is
blaspheming God because only God can forgive sins.
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Now what they are saying is true about any othar.nmfthis is just a man like me or you, this
is blasphemy. No man can forgive sins, only Gaufoagive sins. Too bad the Catholic priests
haven't figured this out yet. No sinful man or mster can forgive the sins of other sinful
people. Only a Holy God is in position to forgisia.

Our dear brother, Ralph Klooster, who is now wita tord, went to a Catholic priest and asked
him, do you really think you can forgive sins? Thest said, “Yes.” Ralph said that is a bunch
of malarkey. Actually it is blasphemous heresy.

If you have a man saying He can forgive sins, thlg way this is not blasphemy is if the One
saying it is God.

So Jesus says to them, “why are you reasoning dbesg things in your heart&’. 8). Jesus
saw what was going on in their hearts. He knowatwdhin the heart of people.

In verse 9He said which is easier to say to this paralyzed,nyour sins are forgiven or get up
and pick up your pallet and walk.

Well the easier thing to say is that your sinsfargiven because you have no way of proving
whether or not they have been forgiven. The hairtjtwould be to say to a paralyzed man to
get up and walk; because if he does get up and, walleans your other statement is also true.

So Jesus says werse 10 so that you will know | am God and can forgivessihat you have
committed on earth, Jesus said/@rse 11 “| say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go
home.” He doesn't tell him to follow Him. He telhim to go home.

Verse 12says he immediately got up, picked up his pahetaent away.

The people were amazed and said we have neveasgtnng like this and they had never
heard anything like this.

Do you see what these disciples are learning dishuhg for men? Preach the truth about Jesus
Christ. Here is the truth. He is God. He camyife all of your personal sins that you have
committed on this earth. When you believe on Hou will be amazed at what He will do in
your life.



